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HOOKS FHOM F H A N C E  

1~01s  L’E:SSEES l s b m T m  DE ~ ’ A Y C . ~ L .  Extraites du Manuscrit de 
1’AbbQ PQrier. By Louis Id’uiiia. (Paris, Editions Littdraires de 
France.) 

12s MARGE DI. J ~ E C I I I S I I .  Oiti(iis.u, DHS I’ESSEES UE J’ASCAI,. By Louis 

‘I’he nppearttiioe of 11. J m i i s  1d”~im’s book iiiight be described 
as a. fresh incident in the strange story of the publicat,ion of Pascal’s 
writings. He left itt. his (loath a mass of,fragIiientary 11ia.teritt1: notes 
towards a great apology for religion, and several short treatises. The 
earliest publication, eight Fears after Pascal’s death, the Port-Royal 
edition of 1670, was very cautious, consisting of a selection of reflec- 
tions carefully edited. This was chiefly by reason of the Jansenist 
t.roubles, which long affected the history of l’ascal’s manuscripts; 
but also because his family and the Port-Royal editors did not see 
eye to eye, and because their unfinished stat,e and frequent obscurity 
seemed to the taste of that  time to detract from their literary value. 

The work was recognised as a powerful defence of Christianity, 
and successive editors added further material. I t  was bitterly re- 
sented by the free-thinkers, who represented Pascal as mentally un- 
balanced and ii victim of superstition. Voltaire, who attacked him 
three times, in 1734, 1743, and most virulentlx in 1778, wrote: ‘Of 
all those eternal disputants he alone is left because he alone was a 
man of genius’. Condorcet, in 1776, published an Eloge e t  Pense‘es 
tle Pascal, from which he eliminated the religious part. For these 
men the memorial is an ‘amulet’. The abbQ Bossut gave a (’hristiw 
but uncritical edition in 1779. 

Then came Chateaubriand. *Ifter his glowiiig pages in the Gckis  
rlu Cliristiariisnie and Cousin’s passionate plea in 1842 for an edition 
ba.sed on the MSS, Faugbre brought, out his in 1844, to be followed 
by Molinier in 1877, JIichaut. in 1896, Brunschvicg in 1897-1!104. 
and many others. 

All the editious of Pascal after the first made use of fresh material, 
taken bit by bit from the original MSS a d  early copies: a succinct 
account of these sources is a feature of the present volume. Condorcet 
in 1776 drew on a manuscript to which he refers in his preface 
(quoted by Lafuma, p. 133): 

I thought i t  would be useful to make R new edition of Pascal’a 
Thoughts, eliminating many of these Thoughts . . . and adding 
some which for particular reasons the editors of the first edition 
had withheld. A copy of these Thoughts rejected by the editors was 
found among the manuscripts of the abbe Pkrier, his nephew; and 
this authentic copy had been made from Pascal’s original, deposited 
in the library of Saint-Germain-des-Prks. 
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This manuscript had apparently disappeared since 1776. 
Paugkre in 1844 consulted and described a Little Octavo ills‘ lent to 

him by Sainte-Beuve, which (Lafuma p. 31) ‘must have been copied 
for the use of some Jansenist, fervent in his faith and in his admira- 
tion for Pascal, and it contains a great part of the fragments set aside 
by the first editors’. 

The evidence now arrayed by M. Lafuma goes to show that these 
two manuscripts are one and the same; and that he is in possession 
-he does not tell us how he came by i t - o f  the precious leather- 
bound copy used and marked in the margin by Condorcet, and 
annotated in the handwriting of Sainte-Beuve. In  i t  he has found 
three Pense’es hitherto unpublished. 

The book is addressed to all who look on Pascal as a friend. It will 
appeal more directly of course to the experts. But  in many ways it 
can give joy to others also. The accurate study of detail and careful 
array of converging proofs is most interesting to follow-like a good 
bit of detective work1 The auther’s war-time study of Pascal is 
humanly moving: ‘Absorbed in this occupation I forgot there was no 
coal in the grate’. The facsimile reproductions allow us in imagination 
to watch the abbe Louis PQrier in his quiet library: to aee him 
poring over and copying in his beautiful writing the treasured MSS 
of which, after the death of Etienne in 1680 and of his mother 
Gilberte in 1687, he had become the family custodian. And after our 
complete privation of good print and paper, i t  is a joy to handle a 
book so beautifully produced. 

There is a supplementary pamphlet, correcting certain errors of 
Pascal’s modern commentators in the light of the re-discovery of 
Louis PQrier’s MS. The author justifies these minute rectifications by 
quoting Pascal himself: 

‘The least movement is of consequence to all nature; the whole 
sea changes for a stone. Thus, in grace, the least action is of 
consequence, by its results, to everything. Therefore everything is 
important’. (Br. 505.) MARY RYAN. 

MAUHIAC ROMANCIER CHRETIEN. Par Georges Hourdin. (Ides Editions 

One of the snares besetting the path of literary enthusiasts holds 
them in the delusion that the reading public possesses an equal 
knowledge with themselves of the work they feel impelled to praise. 
M. Georges Hourdin has not escaped from this trap. Fresh from a 
comprehensive study of everything Franqois Mauriac has SO far 
written (exception made of his monograph on Marguerite de Codone), 
he takes i t  for granted that the rest of us have read and re-read our 
Mauriac to the same extent and with an equally retentive apprecia- 
tion as he has given to the master he defends. For Maun’ac Chrdtien 
is a defence, almost pathetic in its intensity, of an accusation which 
can only too easily be brought against the greatest living novelist. 

Quand on accuse hf. Mauriac de janse’niame-again and again in 
M. Hourdin’s analysis the serpent hisses-to be driven away by 

du Temps Present; 50 francs.) 
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orguiiients not lackiiig in subtlet: but with instances u.hicli require 
i b  rurther annotation triaii the swirt, glancing reierences to ciiarilcLers 
in novels t,he detenckr lorgets to iiaine, or 10 books long inaccessible 
to the general reader. N e  lui reproclions dr,)ic pas comrne u n  crime,  
pleads .\I. hourdin, tle voir / e f i  Irorri?ne.v l a i d s  putsqua fintrlemnnt 11  
va les voir capables de  Dieu,  

‘lhis habit ot delivering ~udgineiits ot great lucitlitj- 011 unideiitiiiied 
causes, is riot in this essay cononeti to  me autnor uncler considerti- 
tion. Again and again we are invited to consider situations developed 
by other novelists thaii 3 2 .  .blaiiriac, or to revise our accepted Icieas 
O K  the giant,s 01 l- rencn nineteeni n cent,ury literature. .k or example, 
a long analysis of RLauriac s .almost vaiusned novel A a l  is int,er- 
rupteu by tne switt. anonymous reierence : L e  nierlleur lrastonen de 
l’ort f ioyal  a e t e  en. m e m e  tenips itotre plus grand critiq,ue moralist& 
w t r e  msilleur a,rnateur d’trnres e t  ‘ le p l u s  etonizant t imide de  qu’ait 
connu notre Littirature. lh i s  leaves the reader to decide tor himself 
whether the ratlier dispiitat,ious reference is t80 Sainte Beuve or to 
Home other apostate. 

As a religio-psychological aiialysis of Alauriac ‘s genius this hook 
is a t  once a criticisin and a reassurance: as a guide to  his novels i t  
will be sheer bewilderment to a11 but those o i  us who know most of 
them inore or less by heart. That i t  must lure all his admirers back 
to Mauriac’s earlier nail-torgotten w-orks and persuade others to read 
his still accessible receut books is certain; that i t  solves the problem 
it, has set  out to discuss is less clear, in spite of M. Hourdin’s final 
word t o  the effect that Mauriac has completed for t.he wide non- 
(latholic public. t,he example of L’Bguy and tne lesson of Paul Claudel. 

SAOMI ROYDE SMITH. 

001, ASD ,\IA,MMOS. Us Yrmic,.ois 3lauriac. (Sheed and \Y,ard; 5s.) 
l‘he reprint of M. Mauriac’s essay on t.he dilemma thal; laces the 

Catholic novelist should be very welcome now that his novels are 
to appear in a collected Xnglish edition. God a d  Mantmon was never 
more needed, and i t  should help in t.hat. process of discrimination 
which criticism initially demands. 

FREDERIC XIETZSCHE. Pages Xystiques. Xxtraits traduits et acconi- 
pagnke d’eclaircissements par A.  Quinot. (Robert Laffont, Paris; 
210 francs.) 

M. Quinot belongs most decidedly to what Professor Crane Brinton 
has called the ‘gentle’ interpreters of Nietzsche : he has presented 
the latter as, of all things, a ‘theosophist’. It appears not, only that 
Nietzsche’s real, and indeed sometimes most hidden aim was to 
convey a new and esoteric doctrine of God, but also that he was a 
myst.ic who underwent .states analogous to those of quiet, union and 
ecstasy. One would like to hear the reactions of Alfred Beaumler to 
such a reading of-Sietzsche. Perhaps even the philosopher himself 
might have had some comments to make if he could have heard his 
doctrine compared to that. of Schelling in his Iat.e,r years. However, 
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one more key to Nietzsche’s thought adds to the fun, and it is 
pleasing to find Beaumler’s tough geopolitician appearing as mystic 
and theosophist. 

31. Quinot’s book consists of selected extracts from Sietzsche’s 
writings (including the poems) translated into French and furnished 
with preface, comments and an explanatory index. The ext,racts are 
arranged chronologically, according to the stages of Nietzsche’s 
spiritual development, .and there is a short introduction to each 
division. The explanatory index ‘of the theosophical vocabulary of 
Kietzsche’ is a valuable and useful feature of the book, even if one 
does not agree with all the explanations. 

Pages Myst iques  can scarcely be recommended to anyone who is 
simply looking for ‘a single book from which he can gather a 
working knowledge of the thought of Xietzsche and an explanat.ion 
of the profound influence i t  has exercised, as of its fascination for 
thinkers of very different types and traditions (though, to  do the 
aut,hor justice, he does not pretend that  his picture of Niet,zsche is 
complete). On the other hand, the book will be of interest to students 
of Nietzsche who are already acquainted with the latter’s writings, 
for they will recognise (or ought to recognise) that  even if the author 
is guilty of exaggeration and over-emphasis, ‘there is certainly an 
element in hTiet.zsche’s thought which makes X. Quinot’s presenta- 
tion a possibility. Nietzsche was, in spite of all negation, preoccupied 
with the problem of God, and the very character taken by his denial 
shows that he was very far from being a superficial positivist or 
freethinker. Moreover, i t  seems to me to be true that the universe, 
as t,he developing Will to Power, especially when seen in the light of 
the Eternal liecurrence, took on the character of the Divine in the 
philo.sopher’s consciousness and that he did regard himself as in some 
sense a prophet of this ‘God’. H e  was not, of course, a mystic in 
the proper and Catholic sense of the word (even if he was un myst ique 
manque’, as a Cat.holic writer has maintained), but he did think that  
in his philosophy Christian theism was aufgehoben (to use a Hegelian 
phrase) rather than simply denied. M. Quinot’s book, then, will serve 
the useful purpose of drawing at.tention to the religious elements in 
Nietzsche’s thought, and i t  will perhaps serve this purpose all the 
better precisely because the author’s picture of Nietzsche is, in the 
reviewer’s opinion, set in an exaggerated light. M. Quinot hopes to 
provide us with further and complementaq works on Nietzsche : one 
might suggest that  a detailed commentary on Also sprach Zarathus- 
tra, with account taken of other and different interpretations, would 
be of interest. F. C. COPLESTON, S.J. 

PEGUY AND LES CAHIERS DE LA QUINZAINE. By Daniel HalBvy. (Dennis 

SOLITUDE DE PEOUY. B. J.-P. Dubois Dumde. (Plon; 65 francs.) 
Since his death, a t  the age of 41, in t,he second.mont,h of the f i d  

World War, Charles Pkguy ha9 become increasingly famous in France. 
His works, ignored or belittled in his lifetime, are now praised and 

Dobson; 12s. 6d.) 
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quoted; though i t  is possible that the majority of readers dip rather 
than plunge in them. In  England his name has begun to be known, 
but the Mysteries, Tapestries and fervid apologiae which released his 
genius can hardly be said to have crossed the Channel. 

Monsieur Halkvy’s book, now translated by Mrs Ruth Bethell, was 
published in 1940: a thoroughly revised version of his Charles Pe’guy 
e t  les Cahiers d e  la Quinzaine which appeared in 1918. 

It is a complete biography but, as the title suggests, more especially 
concerned with the period, 1900-14. when Pkguy was editing his 
Cahiers. We are given pTe‘Ci8 of nearly all PBguy’s own works, and 
in addition, of the more important. works which others contributed to 
his paper. This might easily have been tedious; as might the details 
of the French political scene a t  the turn of the century, even though 
Pkguy ’s socialism, Dreyfusism, and republicanism were like nobody 
else’s. But  If. Halkvy has an exceptional gift for lucid exposition, 
which is applied both to external circumstances and events and to 
the more complex story of Pkguy’s inner life. As an introduction for 
English readers to the man and his background, this book is a most 
fortunate choice. 

Solitude de  Pe‘guy is rather a commentary than an introduction, 
and presupposes acquaintance with its subject. Monsieur Dubois- 
Dumke was not, like M. Halkvy, a close friend of Pkguy’s, nor is he 
such a vivacious raconteur. For all that his study, which is the fruit 
of sustained reflection, enlarges and deepens our understanding of 
PQguy and illumines much that is enigmatic in his thought, 
character and behaviour. It examines the knotty problem of Pkguy ’s 
final orthodoxy; and wisely avoids a positive conclusion. 

On ne peut pas dire que PBguy ne serait lamais devenu intkgrale- 
ment catholique, on ne peut pas dire non plus qu’il le serait 
certainement devenu. Ce qui est sGr, c’est qu’il ktait hien prhs 
de 1’6tre. 
It is also certain that a t  most periods of the Church’s history 

Pkguy would have been in conflict with his superiors. He was too 
fond of bombshells, of which one example will serve: 

dire ne peuvent 
pas 6tre chrktiens, ceux qui sont assures du pain quotidien. J e  
veux dire temporellement assurks. Si ce sont les rentiers, les 
fonctionnaires, les moines. 
His ‘savage independence’, whether as a humanist or as a 

Catholic, may have contained a strand of wilfulness, but its main 
fibre, was a heroic sincerity. PBguy’s fidelity grows grander in 
retrospect. COLIN SUMMERFORD. 

LES CHRETIENS DANS LA CITE. By Jacques Madaule. (Editions du 

‘En apprenant la France, on apprend l’homme.’ Although we are 
all familiar with this view and admit that there is much truth in it, 
it is perhaps a little misleading to give so general a title 
to a book which-though not exclusively concerned with French 

Ne peuvent pas mener une vie chrktienne, c’est 

Sagittaire, Paris; 140 francs.) 
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problems-considers the attitride of the Christian towaids t,he State 
in t,he light of French histor>-, especially of the 18ece1it past. \\it11 
this qiialjtio:rtioii i n  i i i i i i (1 .  the hnok is to he welcomed; for the iciithor 
1)iiiigs oiit the itlain ttwids o f  the i~lnt ions between Chiirch i 111t l  

Stitto in Fixnce with iidiiiiixhle c-lHiity. h s e d  ( 1 1 1  a deep ilntler- 
st;indiiig of  h i s  ~ ~ l i o ~ ~ ~ - ~ ~ o ~ i ~ ~ t ~ ~ y i ~ ~ i e i t  ; t i i ( l  the c’swiitiiil tleniiinds of tlic. 
( ‘hrirtian faith. !I’he oiigiiis of t.hr contlict {IS i t  specifically .Frrnc.li 
problem go Imc*k to l’hilip t,lie Fail.. the foiindri- of t.he modern state, 
slipported I)>- the tiewer nohilit,?- a11d the hoiirgeoisie : the more ope11 
c n n ~ i c t .  ;dsn ~oi i ipl i rntr~l  hy i t  deep vleavage oii the v r y  r.onstitut.jon 
nf F1.ance. Inmkr o i i t  in 17%1. It. persists ;iml Cries 1irgent.ly for a 
settleinelit. totliiy. Tts typical expibeAnn lies in the educational systeiil 
i n  w1iic:h thew ~ i ’ e  t w o  d:isses of  whools : the i*onfessionnl. siippoitrtl 
by the R,ight.; the state-whools. supj)ort,etl I)>- the I,eft. ‘-1 ilivisimi 
which is AS disastrons to the \+.elfare of the iiitt.inn 11s it. is to t l i t !  
yights of the (’hiirch; n tlivisioii whirh is pei*petuatetl less by ill-will 
thtin by x rigidity too often inistakeit tor loyalty to tradition and hy 
the lack of real interest. in politics which is characteristic, not of 
Frenchmeii only. hut  o f  O I ’ I ~ ~ I I ~ I I . ~  l i ~ i i i i i i i ~  h i i igs  r r r i~ywl i r i~e ,  still-. 
in spite of mow iiI)iintlant ~ ~ e s o i i r ~ e s - i i ~ ~ ~ l e t ~  (*ntisidertil)le strniii i l l  

providing for the Ixtsi~ newssities of life: 
‘l’niit Ir ni,nnde rrspecte 1111 liorririie qui pensc’ coni~ne les siriih 

ont toujours pe~isd. .!iiciiiie siilyrise A (*raindt*e iivec lui. 011 sitit, 
toujours dans quel sens i l  \.a t.Pagii*. Ses adversaires l’estiment et. 
qiian(1 it.s sont en veine tle gdnBiwsitP. font son Ploge, ce qni 
ddmontre In largeur de leiii. esprit. Car le pliis beau est d‘iwoiy 
l’esprit large et  des opiiiiniis ai+t&s. Mais h IH, rigueui-, (4, poiit’ 
1e cominun des mort,els, les opiiiionn itrrdtdes snfiisent. 

‘Mbme daus 1e.X phiodes tle graunde wise! on voit des gens, beau- 
coup plus nombreux qu’on ne pense, continiiw de vaquer I e ~ s  
propres nffaires. 11s achAteiit e t  ils vendelit. ils se niarient, ils 
niinent cornme si ilk: iien n’&t,nit8. C’est l i l  \ i e ,  dit-on’. 

EDw.ARD QCISS. 

lllils(-[l>+;s I ) ‘ I . S  Z’oi,i~rlyiw H i . \ r  ~ S I S T P ; .  Hy .T;tcqiies 11arit.aiii. (HH1.t- 

headers who have 1)eeii dissatisfied with t~-;inslations of Naritain 
xilay be glad to have this collection of essays in Preach, all of which 
hare  already .appeared in books or reviews published in U.S.A. and 
1’:ngland in recent years; the first and last. of them, La Co?zque^te d e  
/ ( I  Liherte’ and La Fin. du MncliinvPliame, ma? not. be already knowri 
to readers on this side of the Atlantic. These are excellent examples 
of 3Iarit.aiii’s method, his intellectual patience and careful distinc- 
tions; he understands the desire for qnick results which leads t.0 
Machiarellinn polics, the landable pursiiit. of nirtliral justice, but 
points out that tlie destruction af nations and even civilisations in 
110 infringement of divine jiist.ice which nwrks itself out in human 
history in n I V : I ~  \vhicl+-iii the ltist resort-rwii ilrr-er lie nntlerstood 
by man. E. Q. 

mann, Paris.) 
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BIIAK DE L’H is’roiiw. I’iii- lteiih ( ;roussrt. de 1‘.\cadeiiric E‘raiivuise. 

1 tiis is ii i’eliiiii’ktible I Iook. ‘l’lie eiiiiiieiit liistoriiitl. sl)eci;ili.st iii 
(iriental studies, has undertakeii something h i o s t  iriipossible, :ill( L 
succeeded. The book gives a s>iithet.ic view of the history of the 
West since prehistoric times, ii similar view of the historj- of the 
East,  another of the relatioiis between ]!kist a i d  LVest. The arts and 
civilisations of thousaiitls of years are passed iu review. -1 task 
e\-ideiitlj inipossil)le to fulfil unless the historian has the eruditioii 
that  Groiisset displa>s. \Vhat is more reiiiarkiible is the wiiy Urousset 
has succeeded ill composing such H paiiorti~~ia,  writiiig geiiuine his- 
tory, without deviatiug into the stile of a school riiiiiiual nor into a 
philosophy of history, in which h i s tog  is sacrificed to a preconceived 
philosophical system. (;rowset gives [IS the reflections inspired in 
him by the spectacle of the history of mankind. but he is scrupu1oit.s 
o i l  every page to state first what that  history wtts. 

The interest of the book. is clouble. First. the ~ - e i l l t h  ol  h i s to r id  
iuforrnation, especiallyv oii the East, and religioii. l~h i lo soph~  aiitl 
art receive as much, or more space, t.han politics aiid war. Second, 
the conclusion that  deiives from Grousset’s riieclitiltioii oil hunitrii 
history, seen against its btickgrouitd of cosmic forces. Clrousset ex- 
presses it in a chapter entitled: Oil utie uf Paacul‘s l’etrsc‘es. Humaii 
history (and the survey is brought down to the present day), is :b 
long series of efforts and catuclysriis that, superfcially ~egarcled, i i l d  
for all its transitory splencloiirs, is not untiptly sj-~til)olised bj- the 
(Ia.iice of Qivtt. the cosniic god. with a iieoklaoe of skrills. who tiwitls 
down the generatioiis o f  gods ant1 ~iieii .  1 here is iio iilterrlative to 
ilitellectual tlespa.ir-except the (.’row. .4vs ( ! r u x  S p e s  u i c . ( &  is 
C;rousset’s conclusioil. arid i t  strikes home with pew1i;ir cogency 
ufter the learned histoiical syntheses so brilliantly sketched. The 
work is not, however, a piece of apologetics. .Lt is the qililitessellce of 
a life-time’s stud3 of history distilled iiito a Iwief but vich ~ ~ w n o ~ m i i ~ ~  
vivified by the  reflections that this strri1)- wtis iiispiiwl. 

\\.. . I .  O.H.\IL\. 

(L’iwis; l’loit.) 
* I  

E~asari.; IJE H.oym;mAir. l * k s i i  hitr Ir i,ilwe . \ h i t r e .  ‘ I ’ r d i i c t i o i i  l):ir 
I’ierre J l v s i i i l d .  (1,t.s l+litioiis Rolwrt et, Helit! C1i;iix. -\lgiei*s,) 

‘ h i s  is the first Freiich translatioli e\.er to be i r i ~ t l e  of one of the 
most imporhint and at  the same tinit: iitost. forgotteli ~sorks of 
Il~~tsrriiis. T ~ L F  Pruisv of P’oll!y has coiiie to \)e tlir best h i o \ v i i  work 
hy which Erasrnus is judged. Yet he was rsserttidl> ;I tlieo1opi;tn. :b 

C~t~ho l i c  theologia~i. This stnnds oiit with t i l l  clesirtible t h r i t j -  in  this 
calni ~ S S R ~  which he piiblishetl in 2528 iigiiinst Liither‘s views on 
Christian lihert), rt wnnld lw h a d  iiot to ~igree with Nesnard’s 
judgment,: ‘The essay on free will is :I i);irticularly iisefiil sign-post 
on the road that leads froi i i  scholastic pliilosophy through the cltbssicsl 
Catholicism of the French seventeenth wnturJ- t.0 the most impor- 
tant, avenues of coiiteniporar- thought.’. I t is scarcelg possible to 
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understand Henaissance Humanism and, by contrast, the Heforma- 
tion, without knowing Erasmus. His essay reveals better than a 
dozen acdemic  commentaries what was in dispute between Luther 
and his Catholic contemporaries. It throws light on later controversies 
on grace. Mesnard’s translation and adequate introduction, which 
places the Essay in its historical context, can therefore serve a useful 
purpose. 

Ihasmus deliberately restricts his argument to the field of 
Scripture and Christian common sense. H e  points out the monstrosity 
of Luther’s principles a f  Biblical interpretation, and .indicates the 
overwhelming weight of tradition in favour of the freedom of the 
will even when moved by grace. H e  aims a t  offering Luther a doc- 
trine commonly accepted, firmly based on Scripture, but  avoiding 
ambitious philosophical systematisation. I n  consequence, as Mesnard 
reniarks, his essay belongs to a different genre from St Thomas’s 
treatise on grace. 

H e  gave an example of Christian charity arid intellectual good 
taste, by adopting a moderate tone (which Luther himself praised), 
by seeking to understand the reasons that led lduther to exaggerate 
the rBle of grace, and giving full credit for whet good intentions there 
were. Pierre Mesnard’s translation and introduction make this valu- 
able document more widely accessible. W. J. O’HARA. 
RETROUVER LA For. By Jules Romains. (Plarumerion, Paris; 80 

Almost any book about France, especially when written so lucidly 
and persuasively HS M. Romains’, prompts one to pour out a t  
length one’s own views on France which, because it is, in some 
sense, universal, is also the possession of all. France, a t  once in- 
tensely national-Frenchmen are nearly as bad a t  speaking foreign 
languages as the English are-and keenly aware of the contribution 
she has to make to the world, is the thermometer of Europe. When 
France is uncertain of herself, Europe is in confusion, and what 
happens 111 France is usually the mirror, and sometimes the prophecy, 
of what happens elsewhere. By these standards, both Europe and 
France are in a sad condition. -411 the more reason, then, for France 
to recover her faith ia  herself and for us to understand her. 

This book is unfortunately a war-time book and is concerned as 
I I I U O ~  with justifying the past as seeking remedies for the future. 11. 
Romains, of course, makes out a good case for France and defends 
her policy leading up to the war, with dignity and a restrained 
passion, And the Englishman, with his unconscious air of moral 
superiority, has not Set, and probably never will, give France her 
due. To him, France was not the victim of his and American short- 
sightedness but of her own incompetence. The views of enlightened 
men like 11. Honiilins need R wider publicity in this country. Yet, 
even he, so clear-sighted and honest. does not seem to realise the 
psychological effect abroad of the mord decline of France before 
the war. France max have been right. all through, but her lack of 
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faith in herself and her own ideals, almost nullified her good 
intentions. 

What, then, according to 31. Romains, are these ideals" Respect 
for the dignity of the person, for the essential freedoms, for the pre- 
eminence of reason, the need for clear ideas, a passion for culture 
' Greco-Latin-French', to which France has made so notable a 
contribution in thought and letters-these are some of the things he 
conceives to be characteristic French ideals. And who shall deny 
him? Kor must it be imagined that he swallows the old cliches 
whole. Indeed the most welcome and, i t  must be confessed, the 
most surprising feature of this book, is the keen criticism and re- 
valuation of such ideals as democracy, personal liberty and social 
morality that fill the latter half of the book. There is tt striking 
criticism of the Socialist State which M. Romains sees as but 
another version of totalitarianism. When the 'patron' is replaced 
by the universal employer, the State, he  is clear that  so far as free- 
dom is concerned, it is a change for the worse; and his remedies 
for that  are, most surprising of all, exactly those of R e r u m  Novarum 
and Quadragesimo Anno; diffused property, small savings, and the 
general building up of the small man. H e  knows that he will be 
scoffed at for these bourysoirr ideals, but he retorts severely to the 
intellectuals that  they, if they had the foresight to save, would have 
been less the creatures of the invader than they were. For they had 
to scribble despicable columns in controlled papers to get their bread. 

All this is to the good, and if there are more voices like this among 
khe Left, to which &I. Romains belongs, the hopes for France are 
brighter than they seem. However, it cannot be disguised that the 
chief weakness of this book is that M. Romains falls into the old 
secularist error. Oh, there is no anti-clericalism here; all is calm and 
reasonable. B u t  that  is just the trouble. M. Romains's 'foi' is really 
'reason', or no more than oonfidence in reason. The restoration of 
the rule of reason in public affairs would of course be a great advance, 
but there are two fallacies lurking in the background. First, it  is 
difficult to understand how anyone can imagine that reason alone can 
find remedies for a world that has rejected it and is passing through 
a hell of wickedness and suffering. Secondly, how is the reign of 
reason to be set up? M. Romains seems unconscious of the existence 
of a higher law and a weightier sanction. H e  makes three unenthusi- 
astic references to Christianity and seems to be unaware of what 
the Faith has meant to France in the past, and what the Church is 
doing for France now. If France is to recover her former greatness, 
i t  will be through the Faith rather than through any naive Greek 
eonfidence in the power of human reason. 

J. D. CRICHTON. 

JEAK C'OCTEAI-.  1)w Roger L;tiiiws (1)obtrh tl'-\u~ourd'hui; 4. Pierre 

The most interest-ing thing about Jean Cocteau wag (is?) his 
interest in angels. It was in the ' ~ O S ,  when Maritain's Art et ScOka8- 
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tiquc was being passed froiii band to liaud, tliat people begau tv 
surmise that Jacques the Iiietaph\-sician's discover1 of angelic levels 
of existelice was perhaps beiiig echoed by Jean the poet's jerky, 
p u d i i i g ,  impudent, mcl perhaps inspired, utteraiices. Jacques him- 
self thought as much. Sonieone in the Dublin HevieLc, 1 rernember, 
writing of L e  H u p p e l  a Z'Ordre, compared Jean's style to a snowball: 
iiot that  i t  swelled by rolling (it emphatically had 110 'roll' a t  all), 
but that  it resembled crystals packed tight. St  Thomas saw in crys- 
tals the sign of a st,ar-driving intellect, less than divine but illcredibly 
illore than humail. -1nd C'octeau seemed tu be frett.ecl by the sa1rie 
idea. H e  kept ti-yiiig to crystallise ~ i e w  fornis out of the void left by 
some preoccupied angel's exit. 

That was some t,irne ago. B u t  the poet weiit ou trFiiig to  catch 
his crystals. It always seemed to be a race with something wonder- 
fully speedy jus t  ahead of him-an intellect already there, look, ill 
the clouds, in plate-glass window reflections, iii the angles of walls 
iiiid floors, oii the Eliffel 'l'ower, everywhere ; iwolying the obvious 
into myst.eiies which were Set. HS logical as lifts and p t  agaiu as 
pcrso~irrl as free choice or sorrou~. \Vho coulcl catch such a creature? 
.Jean tried the poet's everlasting rilethocl-itiiriiicr~-. Had not U m t e  
siiid that  Ar t  wits Sature 's  son aiitl (fotl's grantlsoii? aiicl Jean, I 
tliiiik. had ii graiii of  Ihinte iii hiit1 (see 11. Imuies's book, 1). 13, 

If you uaiit to speculate oii ('octetiii, read \erg carefully M. 
I , ; ~ I I I I ~ ~ * S  first chiipte~. iiII(1 the11 <kip to 1). 103 where Jeiin's poems 

par. 3). 

l)egii I .  I<. I?. 

~ , ' I . ; ~ : L A I I ~ . ~ G ~ :  IJXS L ~ ~ L I S L S .  (( 'iillie1.s (It: l ' . \ i ~  Siicrk; H1;iukfriurs L'i ih-  

ulirt.liited 
t.o architectural design. B u t  it is of the greatest consequelice; the 
l u x  l w e t  i r i  tnn.ebri.p o f  Christian revela.tion has it,s discernible form 
ir i  the caiidles and lanips ahont the altar, iis well as in the suhleties 
of iiiotlei*ri systems of illuuiination. 

The present r d i s r  shoultl be of great interest t 4 )  tliose wllo w e  
c(,iiceriietl with t,he care o f  churches. Apart from articles on the litur- 
xic;il reqiiiremerits for lightiiig (acconipaiiiecl 1))- esc,ellent il1usf1.a- 
tioils), there are pi*;ict,ical silgcestioiis-with tiieHslireliieilts i i l l d  
voltage a r i d  w;ttt,age. which shoiild be taken into accouut iii the 
I)iiiIditig of :I i w v  cl~i i~cl i .  oi' i i i  the iiiipro\wiient of U I I  old o m .  

A ,  A .  

lications; 3s. 3d.) 
'l'he lighting of churclie.; is t c ~ i i  ofteii ail Hiterthought 




