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MEDiaRyAL MysticaL TraDITION AND ST Joun orF tHE Cross. By a

Be{ledictine of Stanbrook. (Burns Oates; 12s. 6d.)

It is a common criticism that the emphasis placed by the Church
O positive law in her moral discipline, and on the sacraments in her
>¥stem of worship is incompatible with the mystical or contemplative

¢ of the spirit; in which it is maintained that the essence of religion
consists. Without discussing whether such a view is compatible with
?rthOdoxy (which I think is doubtful), it cannot be denied that there
asnabout it more than a suggestion of spiritual snobbishness! One
. SWer to such a critic would be to put into his hands this excellent
83y, which shows the Doctor ‘Mysticus’ St John of the Cross as a true
Slf}eal descendant of the medieval tradition. This tradition he may be

4d to have completed, and to have surpassed by his genius as a practical
PSY.Chologist and theologian. It is precisely because he is both psycho-
wﬁm and theologian that he is the most realistic and orderly of all
ters on the spiritual life, but this order and realism represent a
i;témte advance in man’s moral and spiritual knowledge. It may be of
o éCSt to note one or two points which illustrate this. Up to the time
r ugh of St Victor the spiritual trials so common in the transition
°m discursive to contemplative prayer were regarded as punitive,
Not as constructive in the soul’s development. The progress
ted by Hugh of St Victor is taken up, and becomes decisive only
Yeain 1tis incorporated in the systematic.doctrh}e of St John. In recent
.On,S much has been written on the subject of ‘Acquired Contempla-
dace and of course St John'’s teaching on the Night of the Senses is

:Sical, but the question had been raised as long ago as the time of

¢ ard_ of St Victor, and here again we may see the unerring genius
tiOnse séi]lint in discerning what is essential and fundamental in the tradi-
St Joh\;” ch he inherited. A final indication of the traditional roots of
three SI teaching is the fact of which we are here reminded, that the
me ditwf: 1-knovv.n tests for dlsgernlng if the time has come to pass from

atlon to this prayer of ‘simple regard’ or ‘loving attention’ were
< from the Institutions of Tauler.
15 book may be commended for the number and excellence of

Initj,

1t . .
¥ Quotations; they are the fruit of a genuine erudition.
R. VELARDE
T .
}Edgoox OF Psarms. Volume Two. LXXII-CL. By Monsignor

ard Kissane, D.D., p.L1TT. (Browne and Nolan; 30s.)
Workeio"el‘ of tbe psalms will find the sccqnd volgmc of Mgr Kissane’s
st v, 10 less a rich pasturage for every kind of information than the

Olume. The translations are into a fine English, and the comments

Proy;
Vide date and other circumstances that go to draw a psalm from a
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