
verbaux, l’aspect verbal, la négation, les constructions concessives à auxiliaire modal,
ainsi que les ajouts et modifieurs. La sous-section suivante aborde, d’une part, les
modifieurs auprès du nom, certains indéfinis, la place de l’adjectif épithète et les
appositions, d’autre part elle s’intéresse aux modifieurs de l’énoncé et aux
constructions hypothétiques non marquées. La partie sur les configurations
intégratives examine notamment les contractions concessives à auxiliaire modal.
La sous-section sur les dispositifs d’énoncé traite des constructions (pseudo)-
clivées et disloquées, la postposition du sujet, l’inversion du sujet clitique,
l’interrogation directe et les interjections. La rubrique s’achève sur les régularités
transversales, essentiellement la récursivité.

L’avant-dernière rubrique, intitulée « La syntaxe d’énonciations », aborde les
structures discursives paratactiques. La dernière rubrique, dédiée aux catégories
et éléments, se divise en trois sections. La première, consacrée aux généralités,
analyse l’opposition grammatical/lexical. L’inventaire des catégories embrasse
ensuite un large éventail de concepts, englobant l’étude des noms propres et
collectifs, l’opposition massif/comptable, les périphrases aspectuelles, les verbes
attributifs et à recteurs faibles. Cette section explore aussi certains déterminants
indéfinis et pronoms personnels. La dernière section examine la description
d’éléments et monographies, notamment les constructions en « quand » et « si ».

L’Encyclopédie Grammaticale du Français, fruit de deux décennies de
recherches, représente un jalon significatif dans le domaine de la linguistique,
offrant une synthèse approfondie des nuances de la langue française actuelle. Les
notices constituent une ressource précieuse tant pour les linguistes et autres
chercheurs que pour l’enseignement du français. L’observation de corpus permet,
entre autres, de valider l’existence d’une forme linguistique et de quantifier la
fréquence d’une construction en fonction de divers paramètres. Bien que des
interrogations restent ouvertes, cette œuvre collective se profile comme un outil
évolutif et novateur. Elle reste une référence incontournable, ouvrant la voie
pour les recherches futures sur la langue française contemporaine.

Sonia Vaupot
Département de traduction

Université de Ljubljana
Askerceva 2

SI-1000 Ljubljana,
Slovénie

sonia.vaupot@ff.uni-lj.si

Sylvain Detey, Savons-nous vraiment parler ? Du contrat linguistique comme contrat
social. Paris: Armand Colin, 2023, 416 pp. ISBN: 978 2 200 63634 0.
doi:10.1017/S0959269523000303

The book begins with a message that encourages readers to consider the
commonplace use of language and how it is used accurately and effectively.
It encourages readers to think about whether speaking is a right, an obligation,
or a freedom. These issues become the core arguments of this work.
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Starting with a question: is communication a handicap?, Detey focuses on human
communication and invites readers to reflect on their capacity as speakers. Referring
to de Saussure’s (1966) theoretical linguistic dichotomy langue and parole, the
author journeys around langue, identified by Saussure as competence, and parole
which Saussure identifies as individual production and perception or
performance. Even though we speak the same language, everyone has his/her
own way of speaking. Have we ever observed ourselves while we communicate,
especially when we communicate in a language that is not our mother tongue?
Why do we call a friend? Why do we speak publicly? When someone speaks,
he/she must have an objective or motivation to speak even if he/she is not fully
cognisant of the objective or motivation. Referring to Jakobson (1960)’s scheme
identifying six actors and functions of communication, the author takes one on
a journey of reflection on several aspects of communication involving the
speaker, the listener, the message, the context, the code, and contact.

From the speaker’s point of view, Detey considered human beings as social
creatures who have deep needs to be satisfied if they are to survive, but that he/
she cannot fulfil these needs without having good relationships with other
members of their community. Any language community has its own system
(norms or langue) that should be applied in a communication but nonetheless,
everyone has his/her way of speaking. From the listener’s point of view, there
are differences between speaking privately or publicly; Detey details these in a
table with thirteen items, which is helpful for speakers to prepare their speech
with proper regard for the listener’s assessment of whether it is poor or good
communication. The author goes on to observe that in modern life with ever
new and evolving technology, we must understand that there is a progressive,
but diminishing division between private and public speaking, and that based on
the form of technology used, even a public speech could be broadcast as being
either professional (journalism) or amateur (social network). All these
differences, Detey argues, should cause one to think about the impetus to speak
and if we wish to do so publicly or privately.

Detey continues by inviting readers to think about why we need to understand
our own language well. A good speaker might or might not be an expert, but there
are four points to check: form (pronunciation, vocabulary, grammatical errors),
adaptation to the context (expressions depending on the context) and function
(pragmatic function: what we say, what we want to say and the result of what
we say); and background. The same is true when we learn foreign languages if
we are to reduce uncertainty or misunderstanding in communication, because
successful interaction can only happen if there is an awareness by both
communicating persons in what to say and what not to say within a given
amount of time. Even the concept of freedom of speech should not ignore these
aspects, but rather, as Detey states in his penultimate chapter, it should be seen
as freedom of information circulation and flow.

He also argues that we should control ourselves when communicating publicly or
privately through different types of media. Teaching language nowadays, for
example, is not only teaching how grammar works or which words to produce,
but also which sentence structure should be used in a given situation and when
certain words cannot be used according to our interlocutor. A non-native

302 Book Reviews

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0959269523000303 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0959269523000303


teacher normally gives more detail on the usage of the language due to his/her
experience in learning and in using the language.

We also need to be aware of the need for changes in communication due to
changes in one’s environment. In the case of the coronavirus pandemic, for
example, children studying online and employees working from home faced
difficulties using virtual communication. Detey closes his book hoping that
humans live together harmoniously by better understanding their linguistic
responsibilities, and balancing general and individual interests.

Detey states in the beginning that this book is for students and professionals who
work in communication, but in fact this book is useful for everyone because he not
only covers every aspect of the world of communication, but also past, present and
future social and cultural aspects. His synthesis of numerous opinions and
observations is impressive. The book would have an even greater impact if it
were to be translated into other languages, because Detey clearly shows that the
principles, rules and observations are applicable to the majority of modern
languages.

Myrna Laksman-Huntley
Linguistic Department
Faculty of Humanities
Universitas Indonesia

Kampus UI, Depok 16424
laksman@ui.ac.id
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