THE MIRROR OF LANGUAGE
A Study in the Medieval Theory of Knowledge
Revised Edition
By Marcia L. Colish

Early Christianity faced the problem of the human word versus Christ the
Word. Could material language accurately describe spiritual reality? The
Mirror of Language brilliantly traces the development of one prominent
theory of signs from Augustine through Anselm of Canterbury, Thomas
Aquinas, and Dante. Their shared epistemology drew on Platonism,
Stoicism, and Aristotelianism to validate human language as an authen-
tic but limited index of preexistent reality, both material and spiritual.
This sign theory could thereby account for the ways people receive,
know, and transmit religious knowledge, always mediated through
faith.

When first published, in 1968, The Mirror of Language was recognized asa
pathfinding study. This completely revised edition incorporates the
scholarship of the intervening years and reflects the refinements of the
author’s thought.

xviii, 339 pages. ISBN 0-8032-1418-9. $25.00

University of Nebraska Press
901 North 17th Lincoln 68588

CALL FOR PAPERS

The 1984 Annual meeting of the American Society of Church
History will be held in Chicago, lllinois, 27-30 December 1984. The
program committee welcomes proposals for entire sessions, indi-
vidual papers, or panels. Papers may be on any aspect of the
history of Christianity. Each proposal must include an abstract that
summarizes its thesis, method, and significance, together with a
curriculum vitae for each participant.

Please send proposals to Professor Henry W. Bowden, Dept. of
Religious Studies, Stanford University, Stanford, CA 94305. The
deadline for submission is 15 January 1984.
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DOCUMENTARY HISTORY
NOW COMPLETE!

“I am amazed by Professor Gaustad’s diligence in secking out thesc selections, and most
admiring of his learned and well-written introductions. The ‘coverage’ is far more ample than
that of previous anthologies, and entirely in tune with our current concern to look beyond
the ‘mainstream,’ or to enlarge its definition. . . . So far as I know, we have nothing even

approaching it in range and quality.” —WILLIAM R. HUTCHINSON

Harvard University

“The latter half of this Documentary History continues the superb quality of its carlier,
companion volume. If anything, it improves on it because here the challenge is greater and
the choices are more difficult. This anthology accurately reflects the pluralistic nature of
religious forms in the American experience.”

—HENRY WARNER BOWDEN
Rutgers University

“A new and welcome resource. With remarkable comprehensiveness, Professor Gaustad’s
second volume concludes the ambitious project begun so well in the first. At the same time
each volume can stand on its own to good effect. The inherent pluralism of religion in our
culture from its earliest days provides the overall theme of both the selections and intro-
ductions. The whole set of readings is at once faithful to the past and responsive to the
interests of the present. Once again Edwin Gaustad has placed us enormously in his debt.”

—JOHN E. WILSON

Princeton University

Edited by
Edwin S. Gaustad

Each, $16.95
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WM. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING CO.

= I 243 [EFFERSON AVE. SE / GRAND RAFIDS, MICHIGAN 49103
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AUGUSTINE ON ROMANS
Propositions from the Epistle to the Romans and
Unfinished Commentary on the Epistle to the Romans

Paula F. Landes, editor and translator

The first English translation of Augustine’s two early commentaries on Paul’s
letter to the Romans, written in the five years immediately preceding the appear-
ance of the Confessions. These two commentaries are particularly important in
understanding Augustine’s development as a biblical exegete and a theologian and
are invaluable to a complete assessment of his ultimate position on grace, human
freedom, and divine predestination. An important work for historians and theolo-
gians interested in the development of biblical interpretation in the West gener-
ally and in Augustine’s thought in particular.

Code: 06 02 23 AQ1 Paper $12.75 (8.50)°

GOD’S LAST METAPHOR
The Doctrine of the Trinity in New England Theology

Bruce M. Stephens

An introduction to the early history of American Protestantism. Dr. Stephens
explores the development of the doctrine of the trinity and its christological impli-
cations in the works of Jonathan Edwards, Joseph Bellamy, Samuel Hopkins,
Horace Bushnell, and others. “With graceful style and minimal use of jargon,
Stephens shows how New Englanders changed their attitude towards the concept
of the Trinity. . . . As there is no other similar study, this book provides an impor-
tant contribution to the history of doctrine.” —Choice

Code: 01 00 24 AQ1 Paper $12.00 (8.00)

DOMESTICATING THE CLERGY
The Inception of the Reformation in Strasbourg, 1522-1524

William S. Stafford

“Stafford has clearly shown how the evangelical movement meshed with and radi-
calized the late medieval critique of the clergy in Strasbourg. This is a careful and
well documented study. . . . A valuable contribution to our knowledge of both the
inception of the Reformation in Strasbourg and the relationship of the new evangeli-
cal theology to late medieval social and religious concerns.” —Church History

Code: 01 01 17 AQL Paper $9.95 (6.95)

°( ) denotes member price

Payment must accompany all orders. MasterCard and Visa accepted. California residents add 6%
sales tax. Postage and handling: $1.00 for first item and $.50 for each thereafter; $4.00 maximum. Out-
side U.S.: $2.00 surcharge.

SCHOLARS PRESS CUSTOMER SERVICES
P.O. Box 4869, Hampden Station
Baltimore, MD 21211
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The Origins of
Anti-Semitism

Attitudes toward Judaism in Pagan
and Christian Antiquity

JOHN G. GAGER, Princeton University

The author asserts that “our sense of the
past is created for us largely by history’s win-
ners,” and the voices of the losers have been
lost. On the basis of a reexamination of the
original sources and a review of both Chris-
tian and Jewish scholarship, Gager retrieves
these “lost voices” and finds a wide spectrum
of opinion regarding Jews. He concludes that
anti-semitism in antiquity was rare. Early
Greeks and Romans viewed Judaism as an
ancient and respectable philosophy; attitudes
ranged from sympathy to participation in
some Jewish practices to outright conversion.
Indeed an important reason for early Chris-
tian antipathy was the fact that Judaism was
such a formidable competitor. Gager also
shows that among early Christians, there
were many who called themselves Jewish and
Christian, but the faction that prevailed (along
with their writings) repudiated Judaism.
Paul— usually cited as the chief advocate of
this latter view —is here given a radical rein-
terpretation, showing him to be totally out-
side the mainstream of Christian
anti-Judaism.

“The book brings the study of an-
cient Pagan and Christian Anti-
Semitism to a new plateau where
one sees things more clearly and, 1
dare say, more correctly.” — Krister
Stendahl, Harvard Divinity School

288 pp. $24.95

A Christian America

Protestant Hopes and
Historical Realities

Second Edition,
Revised and Enlarged

ROBERT T. HANDY,
Union Theological Seminary

Robert Handy is one of the foremost histori-
ans of mainstream religion in America and
author of A History of the Churches in the U.S.
and Canada (1979). He has updated and
revised this study of Protestantism in America
first published in 1971, adding a new chapter
on the recent resurgence of militant Protes-
tantism. Handy concentrates on the hope of
Protestant Americans that the nation would
eventually become fully Christian and the
efforts they exerted to bring that about. The
idea of America as a Christian civilization
seemed long dead ten years ago, but recent
events have shown that judgment to have
been premature. New material addresses the
effects of this past decade on American reli-
gious history.

Jan.1984 320 pp. cloth $15.95 paper $8.95

OXFORD

UNIVERSITY PRESS
200 MADISON AVE.,
NEW YORK, N.Y. 10016
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Law and Revolution

The Formation of the Western Legal Tradition
Harold J. Berman

In a book of astonishing range and dramatic style, this
noted lawyer and historian traces the roots of Western
legal institutions and concepts to the Papal Revolution
of the late eleventh century, an upheaval that established
modern law, of both the church and the state.

Challenging conventional nationalistic approaches to
legal history, Berman explores the various types of
legal systems that evolved from this revolution in order
to shed light on the crisis of the Western legal tradition
in our time.

672 pages  $32.50

Rhetoric and Reform

Erasmus’ Civil Dispute with Luther

Marjorie O’ Rourke Boyle

The historic confrontation between the reformers
Erasmus and Luther has traditionally been considered a
doctrinal debate on free will in which the evangelical
humanist failed. Boyle challenges this interpretation by
proposing that the issue of Erasmus’ Diatriba was
instead the nature and method of theology itself.

Harvard Historical Monographs, 71  $24.00

At bookstores or order direct.

Harvard University Press

79 Garden Street
Cambridge, MA 02138
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