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The United Sations have been slow to send succoiir, and f r s  

quently such aid as  has been sent has been inveigled from its inten- 
ded destination by public officials whose positions on the Control 
Commission have been maintained solely on bribery. I n  fact, it is 
a fearful reflection on English politicians as a body that  i t  has been 
a publisher (and he not a Gentile) who has so valiantly championed 
the cause of the oppressed. It is Victor Gollancz who has shown 
himself the embodiment of the cryptic saying ‘Plan as if you were 
going to live for ever: act as  if you were going to die tomorrow’, 
for whilst bureaucracy to lessen certain controls devised further 
restrictions i t  was he who awakened citizens once more to their 
duties as good Samaritans. Hitherto they had lackcd the initiative 
but he as a public man gave them the lead. H e  taught them by his 
persistent enthusiasm that  they were not judges sitting on a jury 
esamining hardened cases, but. that  if they looked far enough they 
might catch the cries of a sick people-cries not onIy for bread, but 
for that manna which in an earlier century the Israelites shared in 
common, and which was, is, and a l n a p  will be, the body of Christ. 

SEVILLE BRAYBROOKE. 

T H E  1 ’ l t O B L E J I  O F  G E R J I - I S Y  
LJIOST anything that one rnay say about the situation in 
Geriiisny today is trite and commonplace. I t  has all been said A R thousaiid times alreadj, and everyone would seem to be 

quite well aware of what is happening. Certain11 many people have 
by now heard most of the facts; yet comparatively few seem to 
realise what they mean for Germany. Somewhere a t  the bottom of 
this gap in our minds there is the very understandable view that 
we have enough worries to deal with in our own country at  present, 
and that we cannot spend ourselves wholeheartedly in trying to solve 
Germanj ‘s difficulties; ’IYho won the war anywax?’ Then of course 
the older generations have seen all this before; ‘We became too 
sentimental after the 1914-18 war’, we are told, ‘with the result that 
on the first possible occasion the tiernians arrried again and got their 
own back; tlo sou think we want to let them start again?’ But  one 
does not need to be very worldly-wise to know that  an excess of sym- 
p a t h -  is always as dangerous as an excess of severity. I t  is however 
no cure for emotional stupidity in the past (if this indeed was the 
case) to refuse to be troubled orer present matters which are 
bound to touch our feeelings, if we are human a t  all. I have no 
espert political 91’ economic knowledge, 1 have no specialised ‘inside 

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1741-2005.1947.tb05913.x Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1741-2005.1947.tb05913.x


TIlE I’RUBI,EM OF GERN.\SY 459 
inforiiintion’; 1 on13 w i i i t  to iiientioii one or two of the problems as 
they strike soiiieone who has seen soiiiethiiig .of what they mean to 
the Gerniaiis, a i d  who is afraid that the p!iblic conscience is in- 
suficieiitly aroused. 

\Vhether \ye like the Germails or IlfJt, h e > -  can be tiii annoj-ing 
people. Politicall>- they have siioivii tlit‘iiirelves exceptionally 
foolish m d  iinclisceiming ; personall!-, thej- strike one as does any 
other people : soiiie good, some bad, sonie pleasant, some un- 
pleasant. I n  busiiiess t h e j  show an outstandiiig thoroughness, and 
a love of detail ~vhich is often quite irritating. -iii>one who has had 
close contact with tlit‘ni will have siiiiletl ivhen reading the report 
of the receiit Coiiiniissioii of the Churches ( T h e  Tusk of t h e  c!li urclies 
in Germuu!y), where, describing a meeting with Ciern:nii delegates, 
it said: ‘ .  . . and in addition to their oral state:iients the Germans 
handed iii ri iiuniber of iiiemoranda’. Great wads of pilper 1vit.h 
close1~- typed rcpoi,ts come as the tlilil\- round. Bu t  if they k n o ~ v  how 
to collect the facts, the\- ha\-e rt genius for presenting their case 
badly. When not trying to convince one of their hardships-as if 
an~-one  n-it11 t’yes needed convincing--n-ith facts and figures, there 
is ail uiiforimate tentleiic~ to whining complaint. Pew of us can 
haye avoided Leii:g nnnoyd  by this; but few of us also can have 
failed to be impressed by the stupendous n-ax. in which they have 
in fact  kept their bearing amongst themselves in their extreme 
circumstaiices. And i t  is only fair for Christ,ians to remember that 
neither tact nor diplomacy is the specific nieaning of the virtue of 
prudence. 

Sot. one of us can pretend that we have 110 prejudices one x v q -  or 
another about t h e  Germans. .It is iiot a bad thing to have prejudices, 
so long a s  they are reasoned prejudices. But we should do n-ell to 
note the constancy of the reports from widely differing people on 
the state of their country; all have stressed the horror of the situa- 
tion. recent report iii the  Tablet by Major GUS Llo~-d, D.S.O., 
N.P., says:  ‘-411 who have visited the British zone-and they repre- 
sent manx different political backgrounds-are unaiiimous in report- 
ing that t he  German people have now been reduced to the lowest 
possible depth of miser)- aiid despair; t ha t  their economJ- is 
shattered and that the German people are wit,hout hope of the 
future. However iuuch individuals may differ 011 details, there is no 
dispute on the esseiit.ia1 fa&’. .Ind quite one of the most important 
o i  these facts is the utter ilisappoiiitment of those who have struggled 
against Sazism froiii \vithin for so iiian\- !-ears, for they find their 
task a’; tlificult as ever. One Catholic priest described life under 
Hitlei.’.; i,hgiir!e t o  i i i t :  as ‘living ivith foot i n  the concentration 
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camp’ ;  he. and others like him. expected greattr  freedom from 
those whoiii t h e -  were assured were coming to liberate them. 

l’olic- iii gowrnnient, if settled on the  spot, would be much 
better; for the heads of divisioii.; and branches of the C‘oiitrol Com- 
mission, and st.aff-ofkicers of Jlilitary Governinent have an  apprecia- 
tion of the situation which n-odd astonish anyone c y i c a l  of the 
‘khaki mind’. Bu t  the Germans are forced to judge thvir governors 
on a man-to-man basis, for they can see no policy to judge, and by 
the standaids of n-liicli the>- could at  least settle their expectations 
of us. The same Churches C’onimissioii report, referred to above, 
describes our goveniinent of the zone as ‘an amateur bureaucracy 
struggling with colossal prol)lciiis in  a foreign country and largely 
thiQugh interpreters’, and this is no facile criti.oism. 

So one who has not seen i t  for himself can obtain an>- idea 
of the enormity of tlie d m i a g e  in all tlie towns and eitie;; no 
description or statistical conipwisoii with t.his count r -  n-ill ever 
convey the sheer destructioii that  is to be found everyvliere. J l r  
Gollancz‘s I n  Darkes t  Gei-i)i( i jt! /  is the nearest we shall get to some 
sort of appreciation of i t .  lnd the problems to n-hicli this give.: rise 
can scarcelj be imagined, they are so vast. But, ph-sical tlaiiia@e 
does not constitute by any iiieaiis the whole problein. 

‘I he civil interiiiiient camps looiii large i n  the  fears of the Germans. 
The Churches Commission’s Report espresses the iiintter R great 
deal more mildly than oiie iiiiglit. expect of people t\.itli a stwng 
moral sense from a country with aii enormous reputation for justice: 
‘The long retention of some 85,000 persons in ciI-il .iiitei-nnient 
camps. without trial or specific charge, is difficult to justifj-, el-en 
on tlie plea of Britain’s poverty in competent “screening” staff ’. 
And when it is realised that ?-oung bogs of sixteen ha\-e beeii rub- 
bing shoulders n-it11 ‘hardened ruffians’, the situation appears i i m e  
serious still. Major Lloyd s a - s  quite openly tha t  ‘ the polic>- of ”de- 
Nazitication” is now being used largely for vindictii-e or class-con- 
scious purposes’. What are we to think of this? 

It is obviously arguable whether we should hand over the govern- 
ment of t he  zone to the Germans themselves or  not, and here in 
particular I think we ma!- be swept away either b?- a gcnuine desire 
to give them more freedom. or by tlie less creditablc. desire to escape 
from a difficult situation. In certain spheres any\vay there n-ould be 
grave dangers inherent in  : i i i \  transference of responsiibilitJ- at this 
stage. It is not so much thiit the Germans would lose their heads 
and revive Kazisni; for as f a r  as possible the old school of Gernian 
deniocrats ha re  been giveii posts in the German administration. 
€%:it we knon- well enough in Rrit;iin into tvhat ill-hT-oiir a govern- 
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ment may fall. soinetiiiies nierclr because of the difficulties of the 
time, and not at all because of their inismanagement (I am doing 
my best to make no reference to Britain in 1945). There is then con- 
siderable danger that the reliable older Germans will be worn out 
and in ill-repute n-lien GerinanJ- is beginiiing to make her recovery; 
and in their iveakness t h e -  might easily be displaced by stronger, 
yet probably less wise, statesmen. In many ways we are doing 
German- a senice by bearing much of the responsibility, and con- 
sequently a great d e d  of the odium. But such a view does not justify 
or condone abuse or injustice. 

Are we to support. one political party or not? Until recently the 
cry was that the British had no axe to  grind, no positive policg to  
pursue. Kow it appears we are being taken to task for backing 
Dr Schumacher and the Social Deniocrats. I t  does seem to be true, 
as Major Llojd points out., that me no longer have an\- excuse for 
blaming the Russians for t,heir ‘blatant support of the Socialist 
Unity Party’. But, how much better if we approached the question 
on a far broader basis, an ideological basis, and pursued a vital 
Christian course, as Mr Churchill led German Christians to expect! 
There should be better facilities for all the activitie.s of the Churches 
to implement their own policies, and much greater contact en- 
couraged with equivalent bodies and organisations in other countries. 
Germany is starved of nen-s from the rest of t.he world; if she is to 
be nursed back to a sense of internationalism her representatives 
must travel more freelj- and literature must be made available. 
Aldate’s appeals i n  BI.ACIWBI.\HS are an important starting-point for 
our support. 

Germany is proriding a problem of incomparable size; it is time 
we stopped thinking of it, or acting tan-ards it,  as a mere testing- 
ground for Allied unit?., or as matter for Allied disputes. If our 
views are to  be considered it is not right. that, we should wait to be 
called upon to  act as Catholics on purely Catholic issues. l y e  are 
too easily swept away by the popular feeling that Germany-some 
vague, impersonal entity-is ‘getting what she deserves’ ; that. it is 
only natural in a world of misery that she should be dealt with last. 
Are we as Christians o n l j  committed to doing what is natural? 
Surelj- it was the most unnatural thing in the world for a Samaritan 
t o  help a Jew. Catholics in this country may have succeeded in 
avoiding the error of mere sentimentality; but are n-e to be accused 
of having no heart a t  all? 

O W E S  HARDWICKE.  
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