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RECOGNIZING HS

DO YOU RECOGNIZE PATIENTS WITH HIDRADENITIS SUPPURATIVA (HS)?

“People with HS come to the emergency room in severe pain
and discomfort requiring assistance with the draining of
the boils during a flare-up. It's not unusual for patients
to go home undiagnosed.”

DR. NEIL SHEAR

Head of Dermatology, Sunnybrook Hospital

DR. RALPH GEORGE

Associate Professor, University of Toronto,
Division of General Surgery

“HS is a chronic, painful, inflammatory skin disease “There is currently no cure for HS. Early diagnosis
that affects 1-4% of the general adult population. and proper management is important for a

Itis characterized by boils usually occurring where patient’s quality of life. The first step for those
certain sweat glands are located, such as under DR. VU KIET TRAN with HS is to speak to their dermatologist to get

the breasts, buttocks, and inner thighs.” ER physician at University Health Network an accurate diagnosis.”

www.RecognizingHS.com/HS05

WHEN YOU SEE THESE LESIONS, DO YOU SUSPECT HS?
DO YOU ASK ABOUT RECURRENCE?
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Photo compliments of Dr. Afsaneh Alavi. Photo compliments of Dr. Marc Bourcier.
ASSESSING PATIENTS
WITH RECURRENT BOILS Questions to ask your patients with suspected HS:’
1. Have you had outbreaks of boils durin
Most HS cases can be recognized with high reliability y the last 6 months? g
by the presence of 3 main features: " 2. Where were the boils and how many did you have?
1. Typical lesions: nodules, sinus tracts, abscesses, scarring

2. Typical anatomical location: axilla, groin, genitals, under
the breasts, others (perianal, neck, abdomen, buttocks)

3. Relapses and chronicity: =2 times per 6 months

References: 1. Zouboulis CC, et al. European S1 guideline for the treatment of hidradenitis suppurativa/acne inversa. JEADY2015;29:619-44. 2. Lockwood SJ, et al. Diagnostic workup.
In: Kimball AB, Jemec GBE, eds. Hidradenitis Suppurativa: A Disease Primer. Cham, Switzerland: Springer; 2016:27-37. 3. Poli F, et al. Clinical presentation. In: Jemec GBE, Revuz J, Leyden
JJ, eds. Hidradenitis Suppurativa. Berlin, Germany: Springer; 2006:11-24.
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