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T H E THIRD DUMA, ELECTION AND PROFILE. By Alfred Levin. Ham-
den, Conn.: Archon Books, 1973. x, 210 pp. $8.50. 

John Masefield wrote, "There is another way to truth: by the minute examination 
of facts . . . a hard and noble and thankless way." One hopes that this second 
in a series of studies, "an introduction to further investigation into the . . . Third 
Duma," will not be thankless. It should not be, because specialists will profit 
from Levin's meticulous, relentless searching and collecting of facts, often very 
hard to come by; and generalists will benefit as the findings of the doyen of 
specialists in this field surface in general histories. 

One may quarrel with the title, which seems to promise more than the author 
intended. Between two-thirds and three-quarters of this monograph is concerned 
with matters prior to the first sitting of the first session of the Third Convocation 
of the State Duma. Levin's introduction is accurate, terse, and very useful ground­
work. The emphasis of Levin's first book, The Second Duma: A Study of the 
Social-Democratic Party and the Russian Constitutional Experiment, is adequately 
expressed by its title. His interim articles have been concerned with the elections 
following Stolypin's electoral coup. This study reviews the political groups and 
groupings, and it re-examines and, in part, repeats some of the material on the 
elections; but it moves closer to what appears to be the author's ultimate target— 
an evaluation of the constitutional experiment. The Third Convocation is treated 
as perhaps historians ideally should treat their subjects: as if it were still hap­
pening—its end as yet unknown. After noting that the "infant parliament" would 
probably show some effects of more than six centuries of "accumulated social and 
political attitudes," Levin concludes: "It would have to draw heavily on the tra­
ditional patience of the Russian people for a long, undisturbed haul to master the 
parliamentary process" (pp. 151-52). 

This was undeniably true, but it seems an artificial sort of conclusion, since 
everyone knows that the haul was not that long. Such caution seems excessive, and 
so does the author's determination to let statistical data speak for themselves. The 
trouble is that they don't speak for themselves but remain, at least for the average 
reader, mute and serried facts. Having worked through much of the same material, 
I readily agree that the sum of the data on certain points is insufficient to support 
a firm conclusion. But sometimes these same data are suggestive of possibilities, 
even of probabilities, and I wish Levin had been less chary of noting this. 

The citations and footnotes are meticulously done, but the publisher unfortu­
nately chose to make them difficult to use; and the "Bibliographic Note" will be 
of great use to students for many years to come. 

WARREN B. W A L S H 

Syracuse University 

LENIN. By Robert D. Warth. Twayne's Rulers and Statesmen of the World 
Series, no. 21. New York: Twayne Publishers, 1973. 198 pp. $5.95. 

To compress the life of Lenin into a volume containing no more than 160-odd 
pages of text is no easy task. There are too many things that must be crammed 
in—Lenin's youth and formative experiences, his personal life, political activities, 
ideological disputes, and major writings; an assessment of his personality, a dis­
cussion of his major successes and failures, and sufficient information about the 
background to all these matters to make them meaningful to the beginner. 
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