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With a readiness to deal fairly with objections and to acknowledge
tncertainty where problems admit of no easy solution.

The chapter dealing with the relations of Church with State and the
gfowth of the Just War theory contains over-simplifications and half-
truths which mislead, however. Extracts from Patristic sources and the
councils and constitutions of the early Church, culled mainly from

arnack and Cadous, are quoted to show a gradual dilution of the full
G.OS,Pel_ethic and the subservience of Church to state. The careful
) Stinction between counsel and precepts is overlooked, and the

Ocational character of certain ways of perfection is not understood,
With the consequent conclusion that the Church recognizes a dual

stian standard—one for the world and one for the cloister.

rCCentS new edition contains an additional chapter,, written since the
war, entitled “The Challenge to the Church’, which deals with
Sufciggiriwe: moral problems arising from modern ‘total war’. The
o La direction of armed conflict today, with its deliberate breaches
. Wternational and moral law, and the Jusuﬁcat1on of such trans-
& “$s10ns on the ground of expedience or military necessity, leaves many

Atholics in common cause with Dr MacGregor.

. }T mere avoidance or absence of sin is not in itself the life of charit,y
refusaletnecessary prelude to it. Similarly the would-be peacemaker’s
X ricati0 condone the deliberate destruction of the innocent or the mass
Vocats on of lies will only be of value if it leads him to discern his
Contexotnt}ll? the work of mediation and reconciliation. In a Christian
mposed | s work will be related to the way of perfection which is
the £ }zz_canon law upon the clergy and proposed as a counsel to
ears ¢ g-lt ul—the non-shedding of blood. The history of the Church
atristicns'tant witness to the dedicated peacemaker’s vocation. From

.l'teenthtlmes’ through the Franciscan pemtc’ntfal Brethren of the
Work of BCCntl{ry, St Elizabeth of Portugal, Fénélon, to the life and

inuoys i flll}ffdlct XV, Dr Max ]oscp_h Metzg‘e.r, and others, a con-
emands faf lt10n can be traced. Not in opposition to the legitimate
iZing ot f aw z§nd justice, but as the reahzguon of an uncomprom-
Al committal to the gospel of the Prince of Peace.
RoGER SMITH

T SHORT NaTivity Pravs. Tue Girrs oF THE CHRiST-CHILD.

2 65‘)"“ OF CHRisT. Love, THE STAR. By R.. P. K. Hallett. (Methuen;

o
of él::};gﬁays contain beautiful descriptive speeches, and tell the story

colg fm very fully, with plenty of dramatic movement, and
ekl vivig presentation. I am personally inclined to like the more
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‘biblical’ type of play; but these plays introduce outside people to
quite good advantage—after all, the shepherds did go out to tell the
glad news, and it is good to be reminded of the people who heard, and
to imagine how they reacted to it. ,

The idea of the old toymaker giving the Gift of Love, through God's
hungry children, to the Christ Child, and the rewarding joy of th¢
vision of the Nativity which she received, is charming and gives
valuable moral point to the story. But these plays should have som¢
‘grown-ups’ in the casts, to give them dignity and reality. They ar
well worth time and trouble in casting and production; there ¥
certainly atmosphere in them; and if well produced, they will ‘get over
to the audience in an effective way.

I recommend them, especially the first two, to people looking fof
worth-while plays of short duration.

MARJORIE LEECH

EXTRACTS

EvanceLiser for May-June gives the text of a conference given ©
seminarians in 1946 by the late Pére Sertillanges. His subject Was
loyalty to the Church, which he had the courage to show as somethi?8
absolute yet quite other than a hidebound clerical conservatism. 08¢
of the classic examples of a Catholic firm in his loyalty, despite unjust
attack and condemnation, and finally vindicated in our own day 5
of course, the great biblical scholar Pére Lagrange. This and oth®
examples are given by Pére Sertillanges, not in any party spirit of ©°
dwell on old sores. Rather he draws from them the useful moral '
we must be constantly on our guard to sharpen our appreciation of bo®
the divine and the human elements in Catholic teacging and indef?d_ln
the Church itself, or we shall confound them. Submission to autho
must be unequivocal; at the same time we must not be guilty o ® ¢
scandal of denying or attempting to disguise the human side—with ¥
human failings—of the Church. Though this conference was gw?ﬁ
cight years ago its appositeness at the present day and particulafl}’d o
is own country will not be missed. But it is well for us too to por

the same truths while enjoying perhaps a calmer atmosphere in W2 ¢
to do so. Then we shall be less likely to be caught unawares in time ™
greater stress.

Pire J. BONDUELLE writes in La Vie Spirituelle for July on the subject (1)5
Christian consolation. He points out that whereas the Bible, bo
Testament and New, is full of references to the consoling of creattf
by God, there is no question here of a consoling by creatures ©
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