
REVIEWS 
THE SOCIAL STRIJCTL~RE I ~ Y  ('AROIJXE T':uGT,4xn. RJ- David l la then . 

(Oxford TTniversitg Piess; 10s. 6ti ) 
Dr Illathem.'s E'oid ldectiires for 1945 N I C  concn.net1 xvith the 

ICnglantl of ('harleq I which tweed i o  iiicoiigiaiioiisl) ant1 yet c;o 
qiiiticairtl) thr b h n c e  of Richeliru and 1JOiils 11 11. l'hr h o o k  i, 
ditided i i i to  eight sections : The Signific>anw ot the Period, a Surlr, 
o f  the Material, the Iiifliience of Foreign Policy. fhe Stratificatioii 
of th r  (;entry, the ICmergence of a Professional ('laqs, the IJaiidiaii 
mid Puritan lnflrieiicse, tthe Middle ('lass, anti ('asus1 Iiahnur. It 
tinishes with a sectioii in which certain tentative conclu~ions about 
the period a$ a whole are suggested. The fiwt and the last sectionq 
iepay a fresh ieadiiig nhen the i-radei. has rnnrpletrd the Imnk a 
whnle. 

Two poiiits d e w y e  to he made Vint,  there iq  the delighttlll an11 
qkilfiilly chosen nrnterial in  the tootiiot8es; and then thew iq the 
leisurel> and ilhiniinating romirientary ot the author. Thr reader 
never feel., that he is heing nished to a c.oiiclii&)n more clear-ciit 
than the e\ideiwe warrantr For this reason the 1)ook must be reail 
slowly and an) attempt to take the footnotes for granted will be 
tlisastrouc;, ior it ir these which give weizht to the aiithnr'c; thesis 
that the principal and determining forces in  the natioiial life were 
already tiirning steadilp if unnlhwsi\ ely ton ards the Aiigustan age. 

The language of Englishmen was still in itq qplendouia. The wordq 
of the quotations shine bright and iinworn like coinr iii a recently 
discovered treasure trove. Take 4nthoiiJ B TlJood'c. account of a not 
unsuccessful adventiirev i n  the field ot education, \rr Thorns., Farm 
ahy: 'His distresses had made him stoop so low, as t o  be an abc- 
clarian, an\l several weir tniight their hornbooks 1)) hirri. iftei- he 
had gotten rome feather.: at  Martock (teaching in the grammar 
school) he took hiq flight to I ~ ~ n d o n ,  and taught f ? ~  a loilg time in 
Goldsmith's Rent.; in ('ripplegate parish behind Redcrow Street. 
where were large gartlenr and handsome houres, and great acroni- 
modation tor >oiing noblemen and other generous vouthfi, who at 
one time made lip the number of three hundred an4 more'. Or 
take Prebendary Smart, facing iindismajed the first whiff of the 
Baroque : ' 411(1 hecsuse ?oil [John Cosin, Treasurer, and Richard 
Hunt ,  Dean) thought in your religioiic; wisdoms that it were not 
hefyttiiig the image of poor ('hrist, ahove the Bish'op's throne, shouItl 
be all of sh,riing gold and scarlett, as gay as the 50 glorious angels, 
by the counsayle of the foresapd popish paynter, you thought good to  
honour him with a golden beard, and a new hlew capp, like a potlid, 
covering his head with rayes like the snn beames'. 

On page 69 the Dolben relationship might be added to the list. 
Dr David Dolben became bishop of St Asaph in 1631. Of the same 
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HE v IE \v s ;I89 
f a i d j ,  kJut t'he Penibrokeshire braiich, Ua~lle 1,r \l.illianl ~ ) ~ l b ~ ~ ,  , 
rector of Sta'nwick in Nort,hamptonshire. His \\-ife lvas sister to the 
h m u s  Archbishop \Villianis ; and their s,011, ]jr Johll l)olben, becanle 
bishop of Rochester iri 1666 aricl Archbishop of I'ork in 1685, llgaill,  
0x1 page 70 one wonders whether Laud should not be attached to the 
frillge of the llext group. The ten ohildreii of RIr Laud could l,ook 

had held ever)- ofice in Re,adiiig except the rrlayora.lty. Their r~nclt: 
had rise11 to be Sir \k'illiam Webbe arid 1,ord ltfayor of Londorl in 
1591. Mrs I m ~ i ' s  son by her first husband, John &>binson, wa:; 
Dr \Villiam Robirison, prebendary of Westmilister and Archdeacsu 
of  Nchtingharn. The foreground was financially less reassuring, and 
Laud, it is said, owed his Oxford education to tlie liberality of a 
Mrs Burritlgham. One wonders whet'her the description 'worked liis 
w a j  without assistaiice' niight not be reworded. La,st81y, in se,c- 
tioii 6 one niight have expected sonie reference t#,o the iiiflueiioe of 
AIartiir Holbeauh of Pelstetid. To t,hose who like to siippo'se that 
schdrlla8stmers call influeuce the 8uourse of historg liis merriorg is: 
eiwouragiiig. 

I * o l I r d  011 a reassuring backgrouiid of burgess standing, Th& father 

II'. CHARLES MDWAItDS 

THE FREE SOC'IEUY. By John hhddlet'oii Xurr j - .  (Andrew Dakers ; 
12s. 6d.) 
This is the sort of book on  which it is very difficult to  pass a fair 

and object'ire judgment. It is patently honest and sincere. In some 
places, it is deeply moving, written by a man who realises the terrible 
fut,ure which faces the western world. There are inoment's of deep 
insight and intuition. And yet, it is a provocative, t'antalising and 
iniiddle-headed book iii which senbiment has out,riiii  reasoil. and, one 
fears, prejudice has out8neighed judgment,. 

Mr Middletoii M u r q  sees t8he fuiidartiei~t~al prnbleiii o f  social life 
as the securing of rightp balance bet.wl-eeii individual freedom and 
orcleretl society, Get,\veen t,kie claims o f  t,he oiie alid o f  t.he manj. He 
is driveii by his argiii~ieiit a i d ,  perhaps m w e ,  I )?  the stem logic of 
eveilts, to ahaiid(~li absolute pacifism, and to accept t'he fact that 
srich a society illlist be iiit,olerarit at  least i)f iiit,oleraiice and ma?; 
oonseqilerit,ly- \)e, obliged to have recourse to f o i w  i i i  order t'o preserve 
its freednrn. For to R l i .  Middleton Ihirrg the just' society is a. society 
j l i  \\-hiah the self-afiyiiiatiori i) f  each is c~onipat~ible with t'he self- 
aftirrrlat,ion of every other member. 

Tklis adjiistriieiit of claiiiis i s  of cuurse the great problem of societ'y, 
alld to the iiidividnalist~ or to the contractualist, there is reall? no 
solutioll. H e  is uiiable to give t80 society a greater aiit,hoi*it? than that 

l l~at,hern~tical  criterioii by which what is called the Gerleral will  is 
rrieasured by the crude process of counting heads and establishinfi 
majorities. Mr Middleton Murry avoids this excess of false demo- 

the irldi\,iduals who corripose it; and SO at hest he has a sort of 
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