
Austrian, and German theaters, Pringsheim arrived in Berlin in 1918, where he premiered the
first Mahler cycle in 1923-1924 and wrote for journals such as the Weltbühne or the social-
democratic newspaper Vorwärts. As a music critic, Pringsheim mirrored many of the contradic-
tions of the educated middle-class milieu. He was a left-wing intellectual who advocated for a
“proletarian” art and supported the experimental Kroll-Oper, but still preferred Mahler and
Richard Strauss over the Second Viennese School of Arnold Schoenberg. Especially Mahler
was to him the spiritual “Führer” that Germany after the Great War had been longing for:
“the musician of German democracy” (50–51).

In 1931, Pringsheim moved to Japan in a highly critical moment, which witnessed the
crisis of Japanese democracy and the rise of militarism that started with the invasion of
Manchuria in 1931–1932 and led to the rapprochement with Nazi Germany and the signing
of the Anti-Comintern Pact in 1936. Even though he was not strictly an exile, after the Nazi
seizure of power Pringsheim had to face growing hostility. Being a “half-Jew” and “cultural
Bolshevik” (108), he was seen by German press and authorities as completely unacceptable
to be a leading representative of the German music tradition in Japan, particularly at a time
when classical music became an object of political propaganda and a way to tighten cultural
bonds between the two countries. Nevertheless, he managed to direct the Music Academy’s
orchestra during the celebration of Strauss’ seventieth birthday in 1934, which was also
broadcasted in Germany. Eventually, he lost his German citizenship in 1944 due to direct
intervention by the SS and Gestapo functionary Joseph Meisinger, and, in the last months
of the war, he was interned in a Japanese prison camp.

Eisinger’s book succeeds in reconstructing the complexities and ambiguities of
Pringsheim’s life, covering not only his Japanese experience, but also his family background,
his position in cultural debates during the 1920s, and his reintegration in the German music
scene after World War II—which was characterized by compromises and omissions where the
legacy of the Nazi period was concerned. However, Eisinger seems much more interested in
telling the story rather than analyzing it. In this sense, he partially fails to use Pringsheim’s
biography as a vantage point for dealing with broader historical problems. Important issues—
such as the actual reception of German music and Pringsheim’s teaching by his Japanese stu-
dents—are merely glimpsed but not explored. Moreover, Japan’s cultural history, together
with the meaning and consequences of the “cultural transfer of music” mentioned in the
title, fades into the background, buried in footnotes and short digressions that are not suffi-
cient to answer the many questions raised by the assimilation process of classical music in
modern Japan. Perhaps this was not the author’s intention, but it is still a missed opportunity.
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Albert Einstein (1879–1955) sits oddly in the historiography of Central Europe. Of course, he
is a single person, and by far the dominant tendency in histories of this region has been to

630 Book Reviews

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0008938922001200 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0008938922001200


study groups (nations, cities, armies) or — if the biographical impulse strikes — individual
elites or artists. Although biography has been a prolific genre in the history of science (espe-
cially dominant with respect to Einstein), one finds surprisingly little cross-fertilization
between these scholarly literatures, despite the noted impact Central Europe has played
in the development of certain sciences.

Einstein is especially tricky because he was perhaps the most famous celebrity of the
twentieth century, his visage (or just his haircut) instantly recognizable even today.
People so exceptional run the risk of being outliers no matter which societal or cultural
trend you link them with, and with Einstein there are quite a few with particular purchase
in Central Europe (e.g., Zionism and pacifism.)

Just how Central European was Einstein, anyway? True, he was born in Ulm, grew up in
Munich, spent his education and important swaths of his early career in Switzerland, worked
for almost twenty years (including the years of the Great War) in Berlin, and even taught for
eighteen months in Habsburg Prague — all venerable Central European locales. Yet he fled
Europe in the early 1930s and lived out the rest of his life in Princeton, New Jersey. Even
while based in Central Europe, he was a frequent traveler to France, Holland, and elsewhere
in the west of the continent (never the east), and made highly publicized trips to East Asia,
Mandate Palestine, South America, and the United States (with his first stop in England on
the final voyage). The very mobility that exemplified even Central European Einstein seems
to unmoor him.

It thus might seem odd that this journal is reviewing Andrew Robinson’s highly readable
and informative book, Einstein on the Run, given that it is principally a history of Einstein’s
relationship with the United Kingdom (Palestine is generously included as “British” here).
Although Robinson does provide accurate though brief biographical accounts of Einstein’s
time in German-speaking Europe as well as serviceable explanations of some of his key
scientific achievements — even, in the case of quantum theory, when it does not quite fit
with the general narrative — the book really comes alive with its greatest contributions
when recounting the British engagement with Einstein and vice versa.

There are three main strands to Robinson’s story. The first concerns the British expedi-
tion to measure the bending of starlight during a total eclipse of the sun in May 1919, led by
Cambridge astronomer (and Quaker) Arthur Stanley Eddington and Astronomer Royal Frank
Dyson. One of the central predictions of Einstein’s 1915 theory of gravity, general relativity,
was that space-time would experience significant curvature around massive bodies like the
Sun and that an eclipse would enable astronomers to measure it quantitatively. The results
persuaded Eddington and Dyson that they had, in fact, confirmed Einstein’s theory, and a
huge press campaign erupted, declaring Einstein the victor over Isaac Newton and catapult-
ing Einstein to the global celebrity he has retained ever since. As Robinson indicates, much
of the motivation for the pacifist Eddington was to repair the scientific contacts disrupted
during World War I by having the British investigate (and confirm) a German theory.
(That the German in question was a vocal opponent of the war helped, of course.)
Complementing more detailed studies of this event published almost simultaneously on
the centenary of the expedition by Matthew Stanley and Daniel Kennefick, Robinson thus
situates a pivotal moment of Einstein’s biography into the great rupture of Central Europe.

Robinson’s second thread of Einstein’s British connection is the repeated efforts by British
institutions, especially Oxford, to hire Einstein in the early 1930s. Attempting to lure
Einstein away from Berlin was a common practice for international institutions in the post-
eclipse decade, but Oxford got closer than any other ever had before the physicist decided to
flee the continent. Perceiving the threat in the rise of political antisemitism and especially
National Socialism, Einstein found himself a target of paramilitary thugs similar to those
who assassinated his friend Walther Rathenau in 1922. He proved a shrewd negotiator and
spent quite some time as a fellow at Christ Church, before ultimately opting for the newborn
Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton. Einstein thus traced a course that would play out

Central European History 631

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0008938922001200 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0008938922001200


repeatedly with the Nazi assumption of power and the mass firings of Jewish scientists after
April 1933, many of whom ended up in the British Isles.

Finally, and most vividly, the British proved instrumental in getting Einstein safely off the
continent and protecting him from hit squads. Robinson breaks new ground here, and his
reconstruction of the central role of the exceptionally colorful Commander Oliver
Stillingfleet Locker-Lampson is particularly fascinating. Einstein told reporters he intended
to become a naturalized British subject (which the home secretary refused), and stopped by
Chartwell for a chat and photo opportunity with Winston Churchill in July 1933. While in the
United Kingdom before departing across the Atlantic, Einstein became an icon of the refugee
crisis that was unfolding across Central Europe. His speeches and activism on this front
would shape the course of the next decade, and his archive contains reams of evidence
about his importance in helping many escape a terrible fate. These sections of Robinson’s
book will keep scholars returning to it.

Each of these stories highlights one of the important features of Einstein as a subject for
historical research: his fame meant not only that he served as a highly visible target for
propaganda (both positive and negative) as well as physical threats, so that he shows up
in the archival record seemingly everywhere; but his massive personal papers serve as a
gravitational well of sorts, still insufficiently plumbed for Central European history. In a sym-
bolic, microcosmic, but nonetheless very real way, Einstein provides an important entry
point into the crisis of Central Europe in the interwar years, and Robinson’s account is exem-
plary in illustrating the topic’s potential.
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Although the title of this book hints at a more scandalous story of brewers converting from beer
to the production of V2 rockets, Stefan Wedrac examines the broader history of a brewery from
its founding in the mid-nineteenth century through to its final takeover by the Heineken con-
cern in 2004. Particular attention is paid to the Nazi period and the question of how the firm
came to be the site of a forced labour facility, but Wedrac also develops a strong sense of the
role of the Zipf brewery in a small and rural region of northern Austria. Throughout the text,
Wedrac emphasizes the close connection between the development of the Zipf brewery and the
changes sweeping the production of beer in Austria more generally while also sketching what
might be considered a microhistory of the region through beer.

Founded in 1842–1844, the brewery was soon acquired by the Schaup family that would lead
the firm (more or less) until its inclusion in larger corporate conglomerates beginning in 1969.
Wedrac describes an industry and enterprise engaged in an almost relentless drive to expand and
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