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es comprensible que la aceptacién para la practica del fitbol por los afrodescendientes,
aceptacién que debia ser producida por las elites blancas cariocas y paulistas, fuera tan
lenta y tortuosa, y debiera atravesar, asimismo, un segundo filtro superpuesto, como lo
fue el del nacionalismo anti-portugués: el club que lideré la incorporacién de los
jugadores negros—asi como la profesionalizacién del futbol, que funcioné como
corolario de un proceso mas amplio de popularizacién del deporte—fue el Vasco da
Gama carioca, club fundado por la colectividad portuguesa de Rio de Janeiro.

Barbosa recorre con agudeza y calidad narrativa este largo proceso, que sélo culminé en
1958 cuando los jugadores no-blancos (los negros Pelé y Didi, o el mulato Garrincha)
condujeron al equipo brasilefio a la victoria en la Copa del Mundo de Suecia. Este
camino se solapa con la construccién de un Brasil moderno en el siglo XX—una
modernizacién iniciada y liderada por sus elites blancas, que sin embargo coexistfa con
vigorosas resistencias racistas. La autora del libro sefala el rol decisivo de ciertos grupos
intelectuales en la construccién de una narrativa mds democritica e inclusiva—los
modernistas de 1922 y el Manifiesto Antropofigico, asi como el antropdlogo Gilberto
Freyre, autor del célebre texto “Foot-Ball Mulato” de 1938—junto a la importancia de
la modernizacién populista de Getdlio Vargas entre 1930 y 1954. Uno de los
“intelectuales orgdnicos” del varguismo, el periodista Mario Filho, fue un operador
clave de esta “integracién racial futbolistica”, con su libro O negro no futebol brasileiro, de
1948—aunque debid reescribirlo en 1964, luego del episodio racista contra el golero
Barbosa en 1950, y el reconocimiento definitivo de Pelé en 1958.

El libro de Barbosa adeuda, unicamente, la comparaciéon con dos procesos similares y
contemporaneos: el del futbol uruguayo y el del peruano, que debieron proponer
soluciones a la integracion racial y lo hicieron de modos distintos, a pesar de que los
jugadores negros también chocaron contra el racismo de las elites blancas.
Posiblemente, esa comparacion nos seialarfa que el factor mds potente y conflictivo fue
el esclavismo tardio de la sociedad brasilena: posiblemente, ese factor pueda darnos
explicaciones, incluso, sobre algunos desgarramientos del Brasil contemporaneo.
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In this engaging work, John S. Galante incorporates new material and analysis into the
existing literature to provide a social history of Italian institutions and communities in
South America and the transnational networks in which they were situated during and
after the First World War (1914-18). Focusing on the metropolitan areas of Sao Paulo,
Montevideo, and Buenos Aires, Galante explores the lives and institutions of Italian
emigrants at the “mesocentric” or intermediate-scale level to analyze their responses to
Italy’s role in the war and the effects the war had on them and their American
communities. As the author points out, the study is somewhere between the
macrohistorical and microhistorical levels, which provides the reader with both depth
and breadth and insights from the personal and familial.

Galante sets a logical organizational approach for his study. The first chapter, approached
from the Italian perspective, explores the emigrants and how their diaspora could
especially benefit the mother country. With over five million Italians living in the
Americas at the outbreak of the First World War, the Italian government undertook
efforts to mobilize them in the war effort, through military enlistment, financial
contributions, and propaganda distribution. Given their numbers, this perceived
benefit could be substantial.

Chapters 2 and 3 look at the pro-war efforts of the Italians living in Buenos Aires,
Montevideo, and Rio de Janeiro. The focus shifts in Chapter 4 to look at the anti-war
efforts in the same areas. Highlighted in these three chapters is the reality that, like
European immigrants in other nations across the Americas, for example, the German
immigrants in Venezuela, the Italian population in Brazil, Uruguay, and Argentina
witnessed fractures within their communities in regard to support or opposition to the
Italian war effort and actions on the home front. Chapter 5 examines the postwar years
and the solidification of what is termed the Italo-Atlantic world; that is, the hyphenated
world of hybrid identities and cultures, such as the Italo-Argentines.

Building on various approaches and interpretations, Galante masterfully explores the
Italian Atlantic World in the period around the First World War. He does an excellent
job of presenting his study, not only in the larger context of the Atlantic World, but also
in the scheme of global history. Its themes could serve as models for similar migrations
and the difficulties immigrants, especially first-generation immigrants, often face in
their new countries of residence. Where do they fit? Where do their loyalties lie? Where
should their loyalties lie? How do we (for example, Italians in Brazil) mend fences of
those in our home country (for example, Italians in Italy) with whom we have gone to
war? These are among the vital questions that On the Other Shore attempts to answer.
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