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JOHANNA KRISTIN BIRNIR is Assistant Professor of Political Science at the
University of Buffalo-SUNY. Her work centers on voters and party
system developments in new democracies in Eastern Europe and Latin
America. Birnir is the author of EthnicityandElectoral Politics (Cambridge
University Press-in press) and her papers have appeared in Compara
tivePolitical Studies, Studiesin Comparative International Development, and
other professional journals.

SILVIA BORZUTZKY is Director of the Political Science program and Associ
ate Teaching Professor of Political Science and International Relations
at Carnegie Mellon University. She is the author of Vital Connections:
Politics, Social Security and Inequality in Chile (Notre Dame University
Press, 2002) and coeditor of After Pinochet: TheChilean Road to Capitalism
and Democracy (University Press of Florida, 2006). She is also the author
of more than thirty articles dealing with Chilean politics and society, as
well as Latin American politics and international relations.

DAVID s. BROWN is an Associate Professor in the Department of Political
Science and a Research Associate at the Institute of Behavioral Science
at the University of Colorado at Boulder. Dr. Brown's research focuses
on democracy and globalization's impact on economic development
and government spending on education, health, and social security. He
is currently working on a project that examines Walmart's impact on
social capital and civil society.

J. CHRISTOPHER BROWN is an Assistant Professor in the Department of
Geography and the Environmental Studies Program at the University
of Kansas in Lawrence. His research focuses on the human and ecologi
cal dynamics of development in Latin America, especially the Brazilian
Amazon. Dr. Brown's other current research involves studying the ex
pansion of mechanized soybean agriculture in Amazonia.

DENNIS CONWAY is Professor of Geography and Latin American and
Caribbean Studies at Indiana University, Bloomington. He has written
more than 100 articles and book chapters on Caribbean urbanization,
internal and transnational migration, economic development, tourism,
and the geographical and environmental consequences of these societal
processes. His recent books include The Experience of Return Migration:
Caribbean Perspectives (2005), The Contemporary Caribbean (2004), and
Globalization's Contradictions: Geographies of Discipline, Destruction and
Transformation (2006). He is currently conducting research on transna
tional migration in the contemporary Caribbean, specifically focusing
on young returning professionals' migrant experiences in Trinidad and
Tobago and Grenada.
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ROBERT J. COTTROL is the Harold Paul Green Research Professor of Law
and a Professor of History and Sociology at the George Washington
University. He is a specialist on the legal and social history of race rela
tions and is researching the role of law in constructing systems of racial
hierarchy in the Americas. He is coauthor of Brownv. Board of Education:
Caste, Culture and the Constitution (University Press of Kansas, 2003).

RAFAEL DE LA DEHESA is an Assistant Professor of Sociology at the College
of Staten Island, City University of New York. He recently completed his
Ph.D. in Government at Harvard University. His current work focuses
on the relationship between LGBT activists and political parties in Brazil
and Mexico.

SCOTT W. DESPOSATO is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Political
Science at the University of California, San Diego. His general research
interests include democratic institutions, campaigning, mass behavior,
and political methodology. Specific projects have examined redistricting
in the United States, electoral rules and federalism in Brazil, party-switch
ing by politicians, and statistical methods for studying legislatures. His
latest project, for which he has received a National Science Foundation
award, examines the determinants and impacts of negative campaigning
across different institutional settings.

MICHELLE DION is Assistant Professor of International Affairs at the Georgia
Institute of Technology. Her research examines the political economy
of welfare policy in Latin America. She is finishing a book manuscript
on the political development of welfare in Mexico since the Mexican
Revolution.

TODD A. EISENSTADT is Assistant Professor of Government at American
University. He wrote the article that appears in this journal while he was
on leave during the 2005-06 academic year as a visiting researcher at the
University of California, San Diego's Center for U.S.-Mexican Studies.
His writings on Mexico's democratization include Courting Democracy
in Mexico (Cambridge University Press, 2004), and he is currently com
pleting a manuscript Indians by Choice: Traditional Societies and the State
in Southern Mexico.
JANA MORGAN completed her Ph.D. at the University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill in 2005. She is Assistant Professor of Political Science at
the University of Tennessee-Knoxville. Her research interests include
partisan identification, political parties and party system change as
well as public opinion in Latin America. Her work has been published
in Journal of Politics, Comparative Political Studies, and Political Research
Quarterly. Currently, she is preparing a book manuscript on party system
transformation and collapse.

LAURENCE E. PRESCOTT is Associate Professor of Spanish and African Ameri
can Studies in the Department of Spanish, Italian and Portuguese at the
Pennsylvania State University-University Park. His research interests
include LatinAmerican literature, Afro-Hispanic literature and culture, and
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Colombian literature. The author of Without Hatreds orFears: Jorge Arteland
theStrugglefor Black Literary Expression in Colombia (Wayne State University
Press, 2000), recognized as a Choice 2001 OutstandingAcademic Title, and
Candelario Obeso y lainiciaci6n delapoesia negra en Colombia (Instituto Caro
y Cuervo, 1985), he also has published in Revista Iberoamericana,Cr{tica
Hispdnica, Revista de EstudiosColombianos, America Negra, Afro-Hispanic
Review, and other journals. His current research projects include a study
of African American life and culture in Spanish American travel literature
and a bibliography of Afro-Colombian writers.

BEATRIZ J. RIZK is the Director of the Educational Unit of the International
Hispanic Theatre Festival of Miami and a Board Member of NALAC (Na
tional Association of Latino Arts and Culture). She is the author of more
than 100 articles and chapters on Latina/ 0 and Latin American theater.
Her books include El Nuevo Teatro Latinoamericano: Una lectura hist6rica
(1987), EnriqueBuenaventura: Ladramaturgia delacreaci6n colectiva (1991),
Posmodernismo y teatro en AmericaLatina: Teorias y prticiicas en elumbraldel
siglo XXI (2001), and Teatro y duispora: Testimonios escenicos latinoamericanos
(2002). She also co-authored the book Latin AmericanPopular Theatre: The
FirstFiveCenturies (1993). Her most recent book, coedited with Yana Elsa
Brugal, is Rito y representaci6n: Los sistemas mdgico-religioeos en la cultura
cubana coniempordnea (2003).
CAROLINA ROCHA is Visiting Assistant Professor at the University of Illinois
in Urbana. Her work on contemporary Southern Cone narrative has ap
peared in journals in France, Mexico, and the United States. Her article"A
partir del exilio: La exploraci6n de la identidad en la narrativa de Alicia
Dujovne Ortiz" has been included in Aves depaso: Autoreslatinoamericanos
entre el exilio y transculturaci6n (Iberoamericana, 2005), edited by Erna
Pfeiffer and Birgit Baumgartner. Forthcoming publications are "Crisis de
identidad: La ingratitud (1990) de Matilde Sanchez" in HispanicJournal
and "Resisting from the Margins: Two Generations of Argentine Women
Working against Officialdom" in Brujula. Her current research interests
are the role of memory in post-dictatorial Argentine society and the role
of women in twentieth-century Spanish American nations.

WILLIAM D. SMITH is Assistant Professor of Anthropology at Western Or
egon University. His recent field research has examined environmental
history, transformations in peasant economies, and indigenous rights
movements in the Sierra Norte region of the state of Puebla, Mexico. In
future research he plans to explore the political ecology of colonia settle
ments in the Mexico-U.S. borderlands.

PATRICK TIMMONS is Assistant Professor of Justice Studies at San Jose
State University, California. He is coeditor of "Punishment and Death,"
a special issue of the journal Radical History Review (2006). His writing
and research have appeared in the Texas Observer, Counterpunch, and The
Cultural LivesofCapital Punishment (Stanford University Press, 2005). He
is currently writing a book on the changing fortunes of capital punish
ment in nineteenth-century Mexico, "The Politics of Punishment and
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War: Law's Violence during the Mexican Reform, ca. 1840 to 1870." He
maintains a supporting research field into press accounts of Mexican
nationals condemned to die in present-day Texas.

DONNA LEE VAN COTT is Assistant Professor of Political Science and Latin
American Studies at Tulane University. Her research interests include
the politics of Bolivia and other Andean countries, indigenous peoples'
movements, ethnic conflict, constitutional reform, and political parties.
Dr. Van Cott is author of The Friendly Liquidation of the Past: The Politics
of Diversity in Latin America (University of Pittsburgh Press, 2000), and
From Movements toParties in LatinAmerica: TheEvolution ofEthnicPolitics
(Cambridge University Press, 2005).
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