
LIFE OF THE SPIRIT

from the rest of our lives. One cannot isolate the sacraments from life, and"1

splendid way in which Fr Schillebeeckx proceeds to integrate his outline °
sacramental doctrine into a general theory of Christian life should be °
particular interest to layfolk. Briefly, if the rest of a man's behaviour is n° •
preparation for, an expression or intensification of, his sacramental behavio01'
it must at least be a dissipation and annulment of it. One can have moments o
greater depth or actuality of religious experience outside the sacraments, "
the sacraments always remain the normal points de repere, the moments w ^
epitomize the rest of our life. Every Christian's life is the visible sign of
in the world. That the Church is the 'sign lifted up among the nations' is ve
not only in encyclicals and pontifical ceremonies but also in the self-sacrific"*
love, the responsibility, the humble confidence, with which ordinary Chris0T\
face the trials of everyday life. Grace becomes manifest in the world m
personal holiness of each one of us: that is where God invites unbelievers
find him. People cannot be expected to believe in the Church unless they
that we love one another—unless the reality of charity is made present in *
lives by their contact with Christians.

It is impossible to give an adequate account of all that this slim book c o n t a~J
One might, however, in view of the revision of our attitudes to our I ^

fbrethren which is in process, draw attention to the useful remarks Fr SC"^Y
beeckx has to make about the value of non-Catholic sacraments. All m ^
one cannot imagine a work of theology which could be at the same time J*1 ,j
solidly grounded in traditional doctrine and more engaged in the *P
challenges of living the faith at this time. ^

FERGUS KERB' °'

THE CONVERSION OF AUGUSTINE, by Romano Guardini, translate*
Elinor Briefs; Sands, 18s. :,

This book manifests a profound and discerning sympathy with its s^J i i
as may be feared, it does not succeed in generally communicating
to its English readers, the fault will lie with the style. It is too lush. FaV

words of the author are 'rich' and 'warm'. There are not a few iml
sentences which the more carefully they are read and re-read, the less they ^
to mean. There is no reason to suppose that the translator has not done her j ^ ,
well (I have not read the original), and there are reasons to suppose j T i
author's style and mind are not well suited for translation into English, a jPffip,
minded language for a light-minded people. Take this last sentence ot 2gj'
note, for instance (p. 88): 'Ernest Hello in his book L'homme has deep " '^g j i ,
say on the whole sinister problem of laughter and the laughable'. I s U S P]« |k
Augustine himself would have been amused. Sometimes one would be m Jgj;
to suspect a little one-upmanship—if such behaviour were compatible •** >|j
author's undoubted seriousness; for example: 'Opposed to this atu'*
autonomous attitude towards life) is another, which—to avoid the
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the word "heteronom" has acquired—we shall call "allonom".'
jf' I^)1 Well, perhaps heteronom has acquired undertones in German that it

°o neonym to have picked up in English.
0CS *^ e e ^ s e e m t o be the case that the author is writing for a climate ofinteli * ^ e

if tli eCtUa^ <liscussion with which we are not very familiar in this country. But
ibl ^ reader will only be patient with this foreign climate and indigest-
. 'Yw. he will find Mgr Guardini a most shrewd and reliable guide to

gustme s Confessions, and indeed to his mind and character. The following
illu. n> ̂ r ° m ^ s a m e c ^ a P t e r a s t n e preceding one (p. 131), must suffice to
A* r a t e the substantive merit of this book: 'And He is the God of love. The

"gustmian definitions of the God-relationship, of His universal efficacy, of
are S° 'h, become intolerable to personal existence the moment they
fk fVered from the decisive truth that God is the essentially Loving One.
so 0 P O r t a n c e °f this for the whole problem of divine efficacy, of grace and
fateg'C5nno t be over-emphasized. Wherever Augustinian doctrine has become
the Christian life—I have in mind both the predestination heresies and
~~it h S°u <k®cukies experienced by believers naturally prone to melancholy
doini ^ because m conceptions of God, divine omnipotence or justice
s0 » a ^ Such conceptions are apt to be based on Augustine, but wrongly
jjjj S imian thought can be truly appropriated only on the basis of August-
a s • Perience and conception of God, in which, mighty as divine power

holiness are, it is love that predominates and guides'.
EDMUND HILL O.P.

j I s > ° A T H O L I C FAMILY HANDBOOK, by George A. Kelly; Robert Hale,

°pk which I would describe not so much as a good book, though in
nd tlT K ^ °n e > ^ an ™ ^ c a t ' o n °fa hopeful trend. So often Catholics lag

in the t
 C t eS t °^ ̂  w o r ^ m '^eir approach to life—either solving problems

1evet • 7 s ° ' a hundred years ago, or sighing after a Christian society that has
t̂eUig aCt e x^ t e <i- This book, though it seldom rises above the level of

Sees the Z*?111111011 sense> is as up-to-date in its approach as Dr Spock, and
In SQ P a g i n g of children as it is in the world of today,

^•ftient ° ? a (only just over 200 pp. including the Appendices), the
"̂"iftoofe • ̂  ° n e ̂ P6** °f the subject must necessarily be brief; its title,

' ^ e com *fVtS 3 m ° r e a c c u r a t e description than its rather grandiose subtitle—
*ainily Jif > "°°k of practical guidance and inspiration on every aspect of
P*rt of ̂  tj"

 a handbook it is useful, but what should be the most useful
r the En V ?U^>estions for further reading, has unfortunately not been adapted

n o t °btaiifv.i ^ o n ' ̂ ^ ̂  the books suggested are American, many of them

as a whole, some of the more specifically Catholic pass-

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0269359300012842 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0269359300012842

