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From the Editors 

This issue of the African Studies Review is the product of a long process of 
international interaction and discussion among Africanist scholars. As 
Mamadou Diouf suggests in his excellent comprehensive article, the sub
ject of African youth, long ignored in the scholarly literature, has become 
a preoccupation of politicians, social and health workers, and for African 
communities, albeit for different reasons. Youth as an analytic category of 
analysis has also come to the forefront of discourse among Africanist schol
ars of various and often diverse disciplines, so much so that the theme of 
the 2003 annual meeting of the African Studies Association is centered on 
it. Yet until very recently, young people and youth in Africa have been the 
"elephant in the room" to all but a handful of prescient, forward-thinking 
African scholars like Diouf. Even as Africa's children grew in numbers to 
constitute substantially more than half the continent's population, as an 
analytic focus and object of intellectual inquiry or discourse, people under 
twenty-five have been largely ignored. The dominant themes addressed 
over the past quarter century—the deepening economic and financial 
crises, the ruptures occurring in efforts at democratization and political 
disjunction with the inability of African states to solve the national prob
lem, and the shifting alliances that have attended the end of the cold war— 
have been largely discussed under the rubric of "the State." 

Overwhelmingly, Africanist analysis has focused on all the various his
torical contingencies that have created a global world in which Africa is vir
tually ignored. At the same time, African daily life grows more difficult and 
contested, and African youth have come, numerically at least, to dominate 
the landscape. They can no longer be ignored. Over the past decade, and 
accelerating during the last three or four years as access to e-mail and cell 
phones has become widespread, the context in which Africans in general 
and African youth in particular live their lives has radically shifted in the 
wake of what is loosely referred to as "globalization." These shifts, few of 
which have been positive for Africans writ large, locate youth at the heart 
of both analytic inquiry and political action. The essays in this issue address 
these matters both theoretically and in ethnographic detail. The essays 
themselves, timely as they might be, emerged from the discussions men
tioned above, specifically from a conference/workshop organized at 
Amherst College in November 2001 by Mitzi Goheen and Sean Redding. 
This brought together Africanist scholars from a number of African coun
tries as well as from Europe and the United States. Diouf's excellent essay, 
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an expansion of his keynote address at the Amherst conference, summa
rizes the major themes; the papers by Ekambi, Jua, and Murphy describe 
and theorize these in ethnographic detail while suggesting broadly based 
political and theoretical themes emerging from their studies. 

The following essays are included in this issue of the African Studies 
Review because they so well illustrate the conference themes. We are espe
cially pleased to be able to publish this issue so that it will appear before the 
annual meeting of the African Studies Association. These excellent essays 
should provoke and stimulate debate and discussions in Boston. Special 
thanks go to Mamadou Diouf and Nantang Jua who served as important 
nodes of communication. 

Ralph Faulkingham 
Mitzi Goheen 
Amherst, Mass. 
September 2003 
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