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process they benefit much, both the old principles and the new 
conclusions. 

It  is in this felicitous ronil)ination o f  the analytic and the posi- 
tive that  the \~iiluc o f  the bi)ok lies. i \ l though studies of this 
and  that  a re  multiplied from hour to hour, n o  one  should usant 
to say of this,  ‘ j u s t  another hook on ar t . ’  And in these days,  
when most S U C C ~ S S ~ S  come by way of ‘ s tun t  ’ arid ‘ shock tac- 
tics,’ it is no mean achievrnicnt to  protlucc scimcthing new and 
t r f  value merely by being careful, painstaking and thorough.  

R.M.B. 

ENJOYING PICTIJRES. By C. Bell. (Chat to 8: \Vindus; 7/6.) 
hIr. Bell h a s  always bcen 011 the side of the angels  : rinfortu- 

nately they h a w  bceri tlic fallen angels. He has  seized perfectl!, 
tlw spiritual nature of a r t ,  i ts character as an absolute, and  
knows how to bait thc bourgeois, and still more the ‘ cultured 
and  academic.’ This  is very cheerful nncl refreshing in an a g e  
when w e  a r e  all being so cducated a s  t o  have no t ime for  
ecstasy. hIr.  Bell has  time for ccstnsy, plenty o f  t imr ,  it would 
secni. .4nd perhaps his leisure is rrsponsihlc for the  fiilsencss 
of his theory. F o r  him this ccstasy which a r t  undoubtedly gives 
is alone of valuc : mundane affairs dcsrrve contempt,  and niorr- 
ovcr he equates  the  aesthetic ecstasy with the supernatural  
ecstasy of the saint.  His  thought  lacks suppleness. 1,Ve can’t  
divide life like that- into strctchcs of aridity with occasional 
escapes into delight. To f m n s f o m  li,fc. this here-and-now-life 
--fhnf is the function of art ,  and in a n  infinitely higher d r g r e c ,  
of religion also. Fur ther ,  one should not conclude from a n  
analogy t o  a n  identity : the resemblance bet\vcen acsthctic antl 
rclig-ious ecstasy is real and s tr iking : the diffrrcnce is that  tho 
latter is salvific, thc inrnier not.  These reflections come out 
of Mr. Bell as a result of an hour o r  two in the National Callcry 
a n d  the Vatican. ‘rhose who are  intercstcd in t he  dcvrlopnient 
nf his thought- and from t h r  aesthetic viewpoint, it has  a 
happy resemblance to the Thomist  position as  interpreted by 
Maritain-will find ;I valuable precision as to the rclation be- 
tween loarning, general culture antl the aesthetic thrill : whilc 
fundamentally distinct from the latter,  it may have a dispositive 
effect towards it. Good remarks also o n  the  nonsense that is so 
comnion about  craftsmianship : the craf tsman as sitch is a t  heart  
the enemy o f  the artist  and usually a Puri tan.  Incitlental to  his 
reflections Mr.  Bell writes snme admirable criticisms of pic- 
tures, and his remarks on Raphael prove oncc again tha t  o n l y  
those who have understood the g r e a t  modern painters (:;in truly 
appreciate the greatness  and peculiar signifirance of  the Oh1 
Masters. A.M. 




