
One of the most monumental 
publishing ventures of this century-

The WORLD HISTORY of the JEWISH PEOPLE 
in 20 illustrated volumes ' 

Now available—Volume I 

AT THE DAWN 
OF CIVILIZATION 

A B A C K G R O U N D O F BIBLICAL H I S T O I D 

The earliest period of Jewish history is portrayed 
against the great backdrop of the ancient Near East. 
Recent startling archaeological discoveries provide 
the insights for a new interpretation of the centuries 
which culminated in the spiritual independence of 
the Jewish people. Part One of this panoramic vol­
ume gives a revealing profile of the physical world 
in which Jewish history began-the lands of Israel, 
Syria, and Mesopotamia. The story then moves to 
the ethnic and linguistic factors which were to play 
a central role for thousands of years. Complex 
though these factors have always been, their treat­
ment illuminates a challenge to understanding which 
continues to fascinate readers and scholars. Finally, 
the authors survey the evolution of civilizations in 
ancient Mesopotamia, and Egypt. Throughout, the 
highly readable text is sapplemented by numerous 
superb illustrations, many of them new to English 
language readers. 
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General Editor ( P l a n n i n g and Vol . I) : B. Netanyahu 

Edi tor (Vo l . I ) : E . A. S p e i s e r 

Notes, bibliography; index, 86 halftones, 2 line drawings, 6 maps $17.50 

The WORLD HISTORY of the JEWISH PEOPLE, in 20 authoritative volumes, will cover 
the story of the Jewish people from prehistoric times to the present. Scholars of many nations, 
world authorities in their fields, have contributed their knowledges and insights to produce a 4,000-
year panorama of Jewish culture and its role in the histories of nations and lives of other peoples. 
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