
30 BLACKFRIARS 

ST JOHN CHRYSOSTOM TO 
POPE INNOCENT I 

[From Gonstantinople, betmyeen Easter and Whit,suntide, 404.1 
To  I n n o c e u t ,  my most reverend master, t h e  b i shop  beloved of God; 

greeting in t l ie Lord from J o h n .  

I THINK that even before this let,ter Your Piety will have had 
intelligence of the outrages cominitted here. \Then events SO 
terrible have happened, what place in the n-orld can remain in 

ignorance of the dire calamitx? Report of it has been carried to the 
ends of the earth, and has brought 11-ith it everywhere wide sorrow 
and lamentation. But the time is not one for lamentation onlj-, but 
for remedy and for counsel-how best to stay the terrible tempest 
that has fallen upon the Church. I have therefore considered it mv 
dutv to urge certain holj- and reverend bishops-Demetrius, Panso- 
phius, Pappus and Demetrius-to leave the churches comniitted to 
them, brave the great stretch of seas, embark on this distant journeF 
and make all speed to Your Charity; the! can then put all before you 
clearlh and help to contrive an early remedy. V7ith them I have sent 
my honoured friends the deacons Paul and Cyriacus; I myself will 
briefly relate events as well as  the space of a letter allows. 

The Emperor had had laid before him2 some charges against Theo- 
philus, Patriarch of Alexandria. H e  summoned him to, appear alone. 
but the Patriarch brought along with him a great numbel. of Egyp- 
tian bishops,3 meaning, i t  would seem, to show at the outset that  he 
had come to give pitched battle. Upon reaching Constantinople-this 
majestic and sacred capital-he flouted custom and long tradition b~ 
not entering the cathedral church and not visiting myself; he would 
neither speak nor pray nor communicate with me. Having disem- 
barked, he rode past the cathedral entrance and out beyond the city. 
and there he took up his quarters. More than once I invited him and 
the others to be my guests (I had made all proper preparations for 
receiving and lodging them), but neither he nor they would so much 
as hear of it. Finding this so. I was much perplexed; hostility so 
unjustified was something I could not fathom. However, I kept to my 
dutj- and did what might be expected of me; again and again I invited 
him to meet me and explain W ~ J -  his earliest actions should be to  
kindle strife and rouse discord in the capital. He would give no 

1 Migno 5 2 ,  col.. 5.29 536; D'Altoii, Sekct ioj is .  pp. 2:)7-303 
2 By the monks of Nitria led b? th t  'Tall Brethren', 
3 Twent\ ninc of them This \??as i n  August 403. 
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reason, and meanwhile his accusers were urging theii case. His 
Majesty summoned me and bade me go outside the city to where 
Theophilus was and there hear the charges against him, which in- 
cluded assault and murders and much besides. But I knew the tradi- 
tional canons on the matter, and could not forget the respect and 
honour due to  the Patriarch, who had moreover reminded me by letter 
tha.t disputes must never be dragged outside their proper boundaries 
and that the affairs of ang ecclesiastical province must be examined 
within that province. Hence I declined to  act as judge and protested 
strongly against the notion. 

But Theophilus went to new extremes. H e  high-handedly sum- 
moned my archdeacon-as though the diocese were widowed of its 
bishop already-and made use of him to bring all the clergy 0~7er to 
his own side. The churches were thrown into disorder, since the priests 
belonging t o  each of them were induced to desert me and encouraged 
and instigated to lay complaints and charges against me. At this stage 
the Patriarch sent messengers summoning me to trial, though he had 
get t o  disprove the charges against himself-a thing clean contrary 
to the canons and to every ecclesiastical law. 

I knew that Ohis was no case of appearing before a judge (had fit 
been so, I was a thousand times ready to go) but before a downright 
enemy, as was proved by events before and after. I therefore sent 
three bishops to  him-Demetrius of Pisinus, Eulysius of Apameia, 
Lupicinus of Appiaria-and also two priests, Gerrnanus and Severus. 
Without departing from proper moderation, I replied through them 
that I did not decline a trial as such but trial before a professed and 
open enemy. When a man still lacked the needful documents. when 
his conduct from the beginning had been what it had been here, when 
he had broken away from prayer and communion with the church of 
the diocese, when he was prompting informers, when he was making 
priests disloyal and churches desolate, by what right could he take a 
judge’s seat, to which he had no title whatever? It was against all 
reason that an Egyptian should judge those who belonged to Thrace.4 
the more so when he was himself under accusation and was moreover 
an open enemy. Unabashed by this, he hastened to execute his de- 
signs. I had declared my readiness to appear before a hundred bishops 
-or a thousand40 refute the charges and prove mjself innocent, 
as indeed I am. But he would have none of it. While I kept away. 
while I was demanding a general council and seeking to be tried 
before one, not declining a hearing of my case but a hearing before 
a professed enemy, Theophilus was receiving informers, reconciling 

4 The See of Constantinople, though since 381 its Patriarch ranked next to the 
Pop+’, m s  technically still attached to the ecclesiastical province of Thrace. 
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iiieii 1 had exconiniunicated, accepting from them petitions against 
iiie before they were cleared of the charges against themselves, 
securing indictments of me. All this was against tradition and the 
tenor of the canons. To be brief, he did not desist from his machina- 
tions till he had ousted me5-most tyrannically and autocratically- 
alike from the city and from the see. Late one evening, with all the 
populace following me, I was seized by the governor's agent in the 
middle of the city, arrested and forcibly dragged away, thrust into 
a boat and carried away by sea through the night; all this because 
I dernarided t i  general council to give me a fair trial. 

\\'odd not this move tears in the stoniest-hearted? But  since, as 
I said before, these evils demand more than lamentation-they cle- 
niand amendment-I appeal to Your Charit>- to rise up in sympathy 
and endeavour your utmtjst, to stem the mischief. For this was by 
no means the end of these disorders, and new provocations were 
afoot. 

To take events as they came-the Emperor expelled from the 
city these shameless insulters of the Church; and many of the visit- 
ing bishops, having witnessed these lawless actions, returned to their 
own dioceses, seeking escape from such violence as from a general 
conflagration. I was recalled to the city and see from which I had 
been expelled 50 wrongfully; more than thirty bishops escorted me 
back, and His Majesty sent a notary for the occasion. Theophilus 
took at  once to ignominious flight. Why? Because on my entry I 
asked the Emperor to  call a synod for the retribution of these 
misdoings. Conscious of his guilt and fearing to be called to account 
(for the Nmperor had sent out letters convoking everyone) he crept 
into a boat at dead of night and made off with all his accomplice8. 
I was still not satisfied; my own conscience was ulear, and I appealed 
to His Majesty once more. With his wollted zeal for the cause of 
ieligion, he sent again to the Patriarch, summoning him from 
Egypt with all his associates that he might justify his behaviour and 
not suppose that it justified itself-this delivery in my absence of a11 
unjust, presumptuous, one-sided judgment En conflict with so many 
laws of the Church. But Theophilus paid no heed even to  the 
Iiiiperial message; he remained at  Alexandria, offering by way of 
excuse his fear of a rising among the populace and the untimely 
seal of some of his supporters; though before the Emperor's message 
arrived this same popiilme had already lashed him with plenty of 
abuse. But  I have no h s h  to dwell on that;  I have sa$d so much 
d j -  t o  show that he was checked in his misdeeds. 

5 'I'hroiigh tht, vcrdict given at the Synod of the Oak 
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But even so I did not let matters rest; I kept pleading for a trial 
nith questions and answers in clue form; I said I nas  ready to 
prove my innocence and the utter lawlessness of the others. There 
&ere certain Syrians6 who hsd been with 'l'lieophilus and pined in 
all his misdeeds. These had remained in the c i t j ;  I approached7 
them in readiness for a trial and often pressed therri u p i ~  the point 
1 asked to be shown the records oi their proceediiigs or the formal 
indictments or at  least to be told what kind of charge< were made 
or who the accusers were. My requests went unheeded. and I was 
deposed from my see a second tinie.8 

How relate the sequel of horrors bejond all traged)? What words 
can tell i t?  What hearer will not shudder? 1 had maintained my 
former offer. Then on Holy Saturday, towards evening, a great 
crowd of soldiers burst into the churches all at once and drove out byT 
force all the priests who were loyal to myself; the sanctuary was 
hedged around d i th  axms. Women in the chapels had stripped before 
baptism; a t  this monstrous assault they fled in terror, naked, not 
allowed to clothe themselves in womanly decency ; they were driven 
out, and many of them were wounded first; the fonts were filled 
with blood, the sacred waters crimsoned with it. But  there was 
sacrilege worse than this. The soldiers-pagans, some of them, as I 
afterwards learned-went in where the Sanctissimum was; they saw 
everything there, and in the turmoil the PrecSous Blood was spilt on 
their clothes; in this scene of barbaric pillage no outrage was left 
unwrought..The layfolk were all driven out from the city into the 
open land beyond; there they stayed; the churches were empty dur- 
ing the feast; more than forty bishops in communion with me were 
wantonly hounded out with the people and the clergy. A11 the while 
there had been weep:ing and wailing and lamentation everywhere- 
in the market-places, the houses, the land beyond-the city's evec- 
quarter overflowing with these calamities. So extreme had the 
outrage been that  my own grief was shared not only by the sufferers 
but by the men who had not been touched-not only by the orthodox 
but by heretics, Jews and pagans. The disorder, tumult and lamen- 
tations were those of a sacked city. All this violence took place under 
cover of night, against the will of His  Majesty; there were bishops 
concerned9 who had soldiers at  their command and thought it no 
shame to  go about preceded by sergeants instead of deacons. Day- 

6 The bishops Severian, Antiochus and Acacius. 
7 Reading prosemen. 
8 This paragraph covers a period of some months. Chrysostom saqs nothing of the 
activities of his most powerful enemy, the Empress Eudoxia, under whose influence 
the Emperor signed the decree of deposition (shortly before Easter 404). 
9 The three Syrians. 
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light foiind the whole cit,y outside the walls in the shelt,er of  trees 
and glens; there it was that they kept their Easter, like so inany 
scattered sheep. 

The rest you can iiiiagine; as I said before, it would be impossible 
to recount it fully. The worst thing is that these calamities neither 
have ceased imr are within sight of ceasing. Matters worsen daily, 
a i d  we have becoine a mockery t.o men-but no, there is no one 
who iriocks iis, not t,he most lawless even; everyone, as 1 said, is 
distressed at lawlessness so unheard of,  iniquity so extreme. The 
turiiioil among churches elsewhere is Piist all words, for these 
troubles are not confined t.0 us but have spread east\mrds. Like a 
noxious humour that comes from the head and then infects the rest 
of the body, the evils that had their soume in the capital have 
issued forth in a stream of disasters eveiywhere; ewrywhere the 
clergy have risen against their bishops ; bishops are divided against 
bishops, layfolk against layfolk, and ot.hers will follow this beginning; 
the world is in travail with calamities and everything is turned up- 
side clown. 
Now therefore, iriy reverend lorcls.10 nom that you know all this, 

show the courage and zeal that hefit your sacred office and check the 
inroads upon the churches of this disast'rous anarchy. Should such 
things become a precedent., should it become lawful for all who so 
chose to enter an alien diocese, no mat'ter how far away, to depose 
whom t,heg please and act. on their own authoritmy just. as they have 
a mind t,o, you may assure j-ouiselves t,hat there will be general 
ruin, and t.hat ruthless war will ovei~uii the whole world, with 
expulsions and counter-expulsions everywhere. That no such con- 
fusion may overtake' the world, I would ask you to lay it down that 
t.hese iniquitous and one-sided enactments-made against me in 
absence and in spite of my readiness for a trial-shall have no force 
(indeed of their nature they can have none) and that t'hose convicted 
of such outrage shall be subject to the caiionical penalties. -hid as 
for myself, who am not convicted or proved respo~isible, allow me 
still to enjoy your abundant letters, j o u r  love, and all besides t'hat 
I once enjoyed. 

And though I was deposed unjiistly-though the reaords and in- 
diotrnent.s were never showi me and my accusers never revealed- 
yet if eren now the authors of these misdeeds should be willing t.u 
make their charges openly before an impartial and duly constituted 
coiirt, 1 n-ill gladly appear t,here, make m- defence and show inpelf  
guiltless of these accusat,ions, for so indeed T am; but the prowed- 

10 Other Western bishops are here included with t.he F o p .  According to Palladins 
q ) i c s  of this Itttter were sent to T-eni~l-iii.; of Milan and St C'hromatiiis of Aquileia. 
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ings thus far have been outside every h i d  of order, every kind of 
church law axid canon. E‘or that matter, justice was never so flouted 
in a secular court, or indeed in a barbarian one; Scythians or Sar- 
matians would never have given such a one-sided judgment, in the 
absence of the man accused, when that man demurred not to trial 
but to trial by enemies, u-lien he asked for a jury of a thousand, de- 
clared himself innocent, and was ready to rebut the charges and 
show hiniself guiltless in the face of the whole world. 

Weigh well all that I have said; ask a fuller account from these 
holy men, my brother bishops; then, I beseech you, give me the 
benefit of your zeal. YON will earn the thanks not of myself only 
but of the whole bodj- of churches and you will win your reward 
from God, uho accomplishes all things through the peace of the 
chumhes. Long health, my honoured and holg master, and pray 
for me. 

Traitslated by W ~ L T E R  SHEWRISG. 

O B I T E R  
THE ~ D E A  OF A CHltIST1.4N CRUSADE is examined in the Editorial oi 
Ecorzomie e t  Hvnzaiiisme (October), &he French quarterly which con- 
tinues to coordinate so admirably objective economic research with 
the demands of a Christian sociology. The Pope’s answer to President 
Trunitm’s letter of August 6, 1947 (in which the President afirmed 
‘the desire of the American nation to collaborate with all men of 
good will’ for the abolition of war and the causes of war) is seen to be 
‘the acceptance of a mission, hut the refusal of a crusade’. The 
President had coupled with his hopes for peace a specific attack on 
‘collectivism’ and an appeal for what niight not unfairly be called 
the American way of life. A s  Economie e t  Humurnisme shows, ‘a 
peace between two materialisms is impossible’. The Pope’s words 
reveal the gulf that lies between an identity of political interests and 
true peace. ‘It is only by means of a spiritual reawakening, under- 
taken by both sides alike that i t  will be possible to establish iinitg 
in the world. ’ 

The same number has a valuable article on ‘The destiny of Europe 
in the American-Russian play of politics’ by Pierre Lanrac, and a 
sociological study by the Bishop oi Arras on vocations to  the priest- 
hood in Ile-et-Vilaine from 1910-1945. 

WESTERN AND EASTERN TRADITIONS of Central Europe are considered 
by Professor Dvornik in the Review of Politics (University of Sotre 
Dame) for October. Correcting in the light of the facts of history the 
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