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The redeeming features of the book are the illustrations, which are
excellent, and the artist is to be congratulated, but even they cannot make
up for the inaccuracies. In its present form this a dreadful book and cannot
be recommended.

J. M.

SNAKES OF NYAsaLanND. By R. C. H. SweeNeYy. The Government Printer,
Zomba, Nyasaland. 25s.

Here is a book of which the pattern might well be copied by other regional
“ zoologies . It caters for both amateur and professional and the contents
are of a particularly high standard. There are introductory chapters on
general topics, very necessary in a country where books on reptile biology
are not readily available, but these do not take up more than one-seventh of
the total and the bulk is properly devoted to the accounts of the snakes
themselves. The systematic part is especially good as it contains such a
large proportion of ecology and general natural history of the snakes rather
than simple descriptions.

There are two keys, one for laboratory use and the other a field guide
which may be used by laymen, provided they realize that it is not infallible.
The reviewer tested it with some West African examples of Nyasaland
snakes and found it worked reasonably well, although the shape of the pupil
could not easily be determined unless the snake was in hand. To the best
of the reviewer’s knowledge this is the first book on tropical African reptiles
that has included a field guide at all.

Nevertheless there are a few general points that could be mentioned.
The continued reference to species by number only is annoying, as it means
constant use of the index and the author’s reference to the distribution of
snakes outside Nyasaland is not always correct. Many species are referred
to as occurring as far west as Ghana—the author apparently does not realize
that Ghana is at the extreme eastern end of the Guinea forest block and the
many forest snakes occurring there extend right through that forest as far
west as Sierra Leone and Guinea. Nor has he heard of the authentic record
of a 32 ft, python from the Ivory Coast which makes this species the longest,
and not the third longest, snake in the world.

There are a few photographs at the end but these are quite the poorest
feature of the book, their quality being far surpassed by the line drawings
of a number of the species described. There is also a map but this does not
show physical features beyond lakes and rivers. This is a pity, for there is a
special section on montane snakes so both contours and an indication of
vegetation zones would have been useful.

But let me not detract from the value of the book by listing criticisms,
It is excellent value for 25s. and the reviewer wishes that there were a similar
one written for his particular corner of Africa. ] M

. LM,

SurvivAL oF THE FRee. Edited by Dr. WoLFGANG ENGELHARDT. Translated
from the German by JoHN CooMBEs. Hamish Hamilton. 30s.

This is a collection of articles, many by famous naturalists, ruined by literal
translation from the German.

Here we meet some really astonishing creatures—the tiger horse
(presumably Zebra), fighting snipe (Ruff), the silken heron, the craw-stork,
the roaring ape (Howler monkey), and other extraordinary victims of the
translator. But can we blame translation for the five sub-species of rhinoceros,
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