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To understand Stalin and his role in Russian history,
you need to answer these questions:

Why did Stalin stop praising Lenin after the Tammerfors Conference of 1905? Why did he
exclude Lenin from his list of Bolsheviks who had attended the Stockholm Party Congress
of 1906? Why did Stalin describe Lenin several times as falling between Bolshevism and
Menshevism? Why did Stalin exclude from his collected works the article in which he first
used the pseudonym “Koba”? Why did he title a 1917 article “Strong Bulls of Bashan Beset
Me Round,” borrowing from David’s Psalm 22? Why in 1920 did Stalin gratuitously point
out that Lenin had been in hiding when he called on Bolsheviks in 1917 to rise up against
the Provisional Government? Why did he offer two tributes to Lenin on his 50t birthday,
then suppress the authentic text of one, and later substitute a heavily doctored version in
his Sochineniia? Why did Stalin in 1920 pose as Martin Luther at the Diet of Worms and
call upon “the God of History” for help? Why did he write the strange letter to Lenin at the
time of the Tenth Party Congress that appears in his Sochinentia? Why did Stalin refer to
Lenin as “Goliath” in the week before Lenin died? Why did Stalin in 1923 openly blame
most of Russia’s problems on Lenin’s NEP?

You will find answers in:

STALIN CONTRA LENIN
As Stalin Saw Lenin, 1905—-1924
By Robert Himmer

The First In-Depth Examination of Stalin’s View of Lenin
Revolutionizes Qur Understanding of His Role in Russian History

Available as a free download at http://www2.yk.psu.edu/~grh2/contra/
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and Tolstoy

with an afterword by CARYL EMERSON
2015 | 352 pp. | 9781618114303 | $79.00 {HB)

that knits the volume together.”

Before They Were Titans: Essays on the Early Works of Dostoevsky

Edited with an introduction by ELIZABETH CHERESH ALLEN

"This collection of essays exposes readers to early works, most of them little-
known or studied, by Dostoevsky and Tolstoy. . . . The contributors to the volume
are all well-established scholars of nineteenth-century Russian literature who
address the works from new perspectives. It opens and closes with excellent com-
mentary — by its editor Elizabeth Cheresh Allen and Caryl Emerson respectively —

— Donna Tussing Orwin, University of Toronto

Russian Silver Age Poetry: Texts and Contexts
SIBELAN E.S. FORRESTER & MARTHA M.F, KELLY

2015 | 600 pp. | 9781618113528 / 9781618113702 | $79.00 (HB) / $49.00 (PB)

“This is an unprecedented tool for educators to present the Russian Silver Age to
students in all its astonishing richness and complexity. . . . Reading this page-turner,
one feels like an invisible belated guest in a literary salon of Petersburg at the turn
of the 20th century — where Anna Akhmatova reads, Mikhail Kuzmin smirks and
hums, and Viacheslav Ivanov nails his critical verdict, white we follow their word-play
and intellectual gesticulation in awe.”

— Polina Barskova, Hampshire College
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what it was like in decades gone by."

Word and Image in Russian History: Essays in Honor of Gary Marker
Edited by MARIA DI SALVO, DANIEL H. KAISER, & VALERIE A. KIVELSON

2015 | 415 pp. | 9781618114587 | $79.00 (HB)

Word and Image invokes and honors the scholarly contributions of Gary Mark-
er. Twenty scholars from Russia, the United Kingdom, Italy, Ukraine and the United
States examine some of the main themes of Marker's scholarship on Russia —
literacy, education, and printing; gender and politics; the importance of visual
sources for historical study; and the intersections of religious and political discourse
in Imperial Russia. A biography of Marker, a survey of his scholarship, and a list of his
publications complete the volume.
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“Irwin Weil has written a vibrant, nostalgic, strikingly sweet account of a life deeply
enmeshed in Jewish, American, and above all Russian culture. Anecdote after
heartfelt anecdote, he offers portraits of exemplary incidents and famous people,
from Renato Poggiolo and Philip Rahv to Kornei Chukovsky and Dmitri Shostako-
vich. . .. For those in the field of Russian studies, the memoir will powerfully evoke

— Gary Saul Morson, Northwestern University
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