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‘THAT THEY ALL MAY BE ONE’
Dom RAPHAEL MoLiTor 1

T Omnes Unum Sint.” Why was it that our Lord did not
include this prayer among the petitions of the Our
it Father: Surely it was because its content is too holy and
N nlmeallmg too delicate and full of mystery. This petition could
y be presented to the Father with the required purity and value
IY the lips of our High Priest, the God-Man, and by the infinite
Ve of his heart.
et  omines unum sint. The prophetic eye of Jesus scans time and
futy. The faithful appear before him in their millions—men of
-\€ most diverse tongues and lands approach him, desirous to find
live m dehyerance and eternal salvation, love and peace, eager to
for according to his will and example, to be like him in all things,
omlng a host of glittering stars. Each one in himself, separated
Gog} ¢ rest, is a world of his own. But this was not enough. In
to s plan they are to be one, to be one in a far greater degree,
intgmw together as members into one Body, into the one Christ,
© the Tota] Christ.
of b Y did our Lord not choose these words as the starting point
¢ S sermons, and why is it only just at the moment of farewell
be.. Vith surprise, the disciples hear it from his lips2 There had
theg %00 many obstacles in the ideas and thoughts of these men;
. eeded to be removed, transformed and replaced by new
2 vlfe }de.as, The discipleshad to be prepared gradually for a right
! Fation by an education extending over years. But now our
the acls Speaking openly and no longer in parables. Now we sec -
is g Eomphshment of the sacred mysteries, on which alone unity
o ¢ established, from which unity is to spring. From this
ion nt these mysteries begin to exert their power of transforma-
e Ain the individual and in the entire world. The little band of
angd POSt.les- will disperse soon after the departure of their Lord
A ¢ disciples will be scattered over the face of the earth.
ar-tom"e-f unum sint. With this prayer the Redeemer, at his
or -4re, is imploring completion and preservation of his life’s
21, > IMploring it now after the son of perdition had effected

Eip Wetre]?bﬁom the Introduction to a collection of papers, ‘Ut Omnes Unum Sint.—
Abhq, 12u¢h ostkirchlicher Arbeit’, with kind permission of the author’s successor,
Tflmh Wddenborg of Gerleve, and the publishers Verlag Regensberg, Munster
ted bY Dom Th
omas Boos.
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the first rent in the close circle of the Apostles and had stepped
irretrievably into the darkness of the night. Is the Master to s¢¢
the crumbling, the breaking up begin under his very eyes, at his
table, at his agape: Our Lord is praying for a glorious prolongs
tion in his immaculate mystical Body. We may think of the
Father ... as having reserved to himself the adoming of th¢
Church with this all-embracing, strengthening unity, just as b
reserved to himself the decision as to those who should sit on his
right hand and on his left. . . . If this is really so, then this unity ¥
a gift, a quite incomparable gift, which even the Son as man maf
beg of the Father only in humility. Then, too, this unity appeas®
as a blessing, which the Father’s wisdom, power and mercy alo#
are capable of realising; it is a blessing which we humans, wi
conﬁdi;ncc in Christ’s prayer, can never strive after and implof
too much.

The incarnate Son of God once gave his precious blood and Jaid
down his life for his Church to make all men blessed; it is a1§0
his will that all men should find their way into the Church, that®
her and through her all should receive the graces of the Redemp
tion. Because of this he founded the Church as the one all-embrac”.
ing ark of salvation. Because of this it must remain for all tim¢
one of the greatest intentions of the Redeemer and of his disciple$
that no member of this community should be lost; that all m& |
should live in the unity of this Church, in one faith and one lo¥%
participating in the one eucharistic Victim; and that they be J
towards their common eternal vocation and perfection.
remember the tears shed by our Lord over the obstinacy of &
holy city, which refused to let its children be gathered togeth®
(Matt. 23, 27). After all, that gathering together did but corr¢”

. pond to the primordial mission of the chosen people and to
prayer of the psalmist in his cry: Congrega nos de nationibus (Ps. 195
47), and correspond above all to the redeeming love of Christ. TH
very same burning desire is apparent in Christ’s words: He W
does not gather with me scatters (Luke 11, 23). He surrenderslgj
life completely, as a victim, not for a particular class of privileg®
devotees and saints, but for his people as a whole, as a unitf’
‘moriturus erat pro GENTE. And this is not all. In that very Saﬁ
desire and love he wills to gather all the children of God, scattef
as they are among all peoples and in all lands, into one communi®¥}
into one house of God, into one divine family (John 11, 51 )
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Admittedly his enemies are stricken with horror at this project,
ad seek from the very beginning to prevent any piercing of their
larrow horizon. They seek to bring to nought, to destroy all
higher and wider values at their centre, in their root, in their
CTown, in the God-Man. Surely never did divine thoughts and
Juman thoughts, divine love and human hate, stand in such
Ireconcilable contrast as here. Truly it is a terrible contrast. God’s
Teative and redemptive will sees everything in one, ordains
Everything towards one, sanctifies all in one, leads all into one.
God’s enemies on the contrary seek to hinder precisely that. With
¢ death of Christ they hope once and for all to render ineffective
Hus divine will for unity—it is remarkable that they too are work-
;ng fl‘0r an involuntary, fateful unity: if one man die for the whole
eOp e.
All this is a sign for us that when we touch upon the unity of the
CI}UrCh we attain the most holy, most divine, and most essential,
g that Christ left to his Bride. But it is in the sacerdotal prayer
of our Lord that God’s design and will for the one-ing of the
tedeemed appears most magnificently. ... The Son may bear
Evllamess before the Father that he had glorified the Father’s name,
s t he had made known the Father’s name to men, that he had
Used them thereby to divine sonship. The work the Father had
he o DOR him is thus consummated. What can remain then that
t‘;shOUId beg of the Father in the last moments before his depar-
g €2 Not that he should take them out of the world, not that he
w}(iiuld remain visibly near them. They are to remain in a world
in ch had recognised neither the Father nor the Son, which is
lasctaPablc of receiving the Spirit of God. And now, pleading for a
ol and highest grace for these disciples, he turns in this most
cmn }_lour with uplifted eyes to the Father, and from the inmost
ee ofhis heart there breaks forth this prayer: Ut unum sint. And
- Telterates solemnly: Holy Father, keep them, whom thou hast
Ve me, in thy name, that they may be one as we are one.
sory We except the prayer on Mount Olivet, the prayer o,f ChFist
rev;;fs"fd unto death, there is no other prayer of our Lord s which
Most higfeater ardour, no other gives us a deeper glimpse into the
o o dden recesses of his heart. It is not only for those who have
SOulswed at his side for years now, but also for those countless
Fath Who are to believe their words that he is praying: Holy
er, be they thousands and millions yet let them all be one.
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One: this is to be not only in name or in witness, not only it
their eternal destiny and faith. The nature and meaning, the caust
and measure of this unity, destined for the disciples and indispens*
able for them, are something so new and unheard of that they
cannot be compared to anything here below. Only in the innef
life of the triune God is a symbol to be found. Hence the repetition
leading to the climax: Father, that they may be one, as thou art in mé
and I in thee. That they may be one, not simply in belief in certait
ideas and principles, not in the servitude of created necessity, nof
as a result of any human agreement. That they may be one in the
triune God, as thou and I are one, that the world may come t
believe that the Father has sent the Son. With increasing em”
phasis and with deeper foundation the prayer is repeated a thir
time. The glory he had received from the Father the Son h#
given to us men. To what end has he done this: Is it to make king
of us, to clothe us with his dignity: Certainly: but the primarf
miotive is something far higher. The Church and redeemed
humanity must want for nothing in the task of reproducing th¢
divine unity. That is the deepest reason for the prayer. Just as, and
because, the Father and the Son are one, Christ’s disciples als?
must be one so that their oneness grow into that perfection, wi
which, in which and through which they may be supremely on¢
Then will the world, which is separated from God, acknowledg?
of itself, that it is the Father who has sent Christ, and that th
Father loves us men as he loved his Son. f

What can make us better appreciate the necessity and value ¢
our unity and the misfortune of every separation than this pray®
of Christ? There is in fact a divine necessity at the basis of o
unity. In it a divine perfection is to be reproduced and mad®
active. Here lies the chief reason for acknowledging Christ’s wor
and life, even his divinity and his mission from the Father. T%
unbounded love with which the Father blesses him and us becom®’
tangible. In her very unity the Church possesses much that ¥
heavenly and divine, and this serves to show the treasures that ar?
lost to those who culpably wrench themselves from this unity ¢
will to remain far from it.

There can be no doubt that a divine mystery lies hidden hef®
For that unity which our Lord so intimately and so urgen
desired is not immediately assured or realised by the overwhelm?”
truth and clarity of his teaching, nor by the countless incontestab®
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Miracles, nor by his express command: Love one another; not
even through Baptism and the Eucharist, no, not even through
¢ sacrament of unity or the eucharistic sacrifice. This unity
demands that our Lotd intercede with his heavenly Father in oft-
Tepeated prayer, as for a particular gift and grace. For, to be one,
1tsimply does not suffice that all should walk under the same cloud,
_that all should drink of the one rock. It does not even suffice that
I the waters of baptism all should be lowered into the same death
of Christ, should be buried with the Crucified, should be awakened
© new life with the risen Christ. Even—and this is almost
comprehensible—it is not enough that all should eat of the same
read of life, and drink of the same blood of reconciliation, at the
ote table of the Lord. Christ’s blood was powerful enough to
fing heaven and earth together and reconcile them. But it seems
Meomparably more difficult to unite the hearts of men in love and
“oncord and to preserve them in one spirit, to effect their growing
®ogether into one mystical body and one unity. The final prayer of
our Lord at the moment of his departure was needed to bridge the
20yss which must be overcome, to surmount our daily recurring
Meerior and exterior differences and oppositions; the special grace
Ofthe eternal Father was needed, so that in this unity the crowning
Ot the life and death of his Son might be achieved, that the unmis-
“able messianic note might be imprinted on his work.
hat prayer of our Lord is, however, not only a precious pledge
;tl.nd legacy o his Church, it is also an example for all men and all
e, It is 3 pressing exhortation unceasingly to unite our prayer
With the sacerdotal prayer of Christ, that the Father may preserve
S ons in unity, and perfect them in unity. It is not by chance
t the first eucharistic prayer is for the most part a prayer for the
& ty of those whom the Father has given and is still to give to
Pr;: Son_. May we let no sacrifice pass without making this high-
Woeily Intention our own. In it is expressed the whole life and
CLJE of Christ. In it is revealed the most profound meaning of
. Ucharist and of the sacrificial death of Christ. Let us never
tl‘u:lzy of storming the heavenly Father with our Church, that in
Pert and for ever he may lead us in peace, keep us in peace and
o CCtusin peace. Let us pray at the same time for those to whom
wi Privilege of belonging to the one visible Church is still
he lae d. Let us pray that in their conversion and homecoming
St wish of Christ’s Sacred Heart be accomplished. . ..

https://doi.org/10.1017/50269359300033863 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0269359300033863

