
of which were presumably distributed among the public attending the celebration.
Such items were a personal and potent reminder (bolstered by the literal fanfare in
the run-up to the feast) of this prominent guild’s participation in the social and reli-
gious activities of the City.

This edition is filled to the brim with details of the organization’s role in not just
late medieval and early modern London, but England more generally. Throughout,
the vibrancy of a national fraternity is highlighted, many aspects of which there was
not space to explore in this review: the guild’s influence on local and national econ-
omies; its interactions with royal authorities; and its web of connections with local
religious houses. New’s thorough and expert handling of the guild accounts is a very
welcome addition to the small sphere of published guild records and will no doubt
be a well-thumbed edition for historians of late medieval England and beyond.
Although products of particular times and places, guilds (in a multitude of mani-
festations) were ubiquitous across medieval Europe. Carsten Jahnke’s recent edition
of the records of Lübeck’s fraternities might make for productive comparative read-
ing alongside New’s records of the Jesus guild.

Rachael C. Harkes
Durham University

Richard D. Wragg, The Guild Book of the Barbers and Surgeons of York (British
Library, Egerton MS 2572): Study and Edition. Woodbridge: York Medieval Press
in association with Boydell & Brewer, 2021. 382pp. 35 b/w images, 10 colour, 1
chart. Index. Bibliography. £75.00 hbk.
doi:10.1017/S0963926822000712

Guild records have always been a vital resource for historians of guild and urban
histories. Wragg’s new volume moves beyond the roles of guild books as purely
administrative records and demonstrates how the physical object played an import-
ant role in the ceremonial space of guild activities. As well as containing traditional
corporate records, the guild book of the Barbers and Surgeons of York also contains
a collection of selected medical texts and accompanying images. The manuscript,
British Library Egerton 2572, has previously been studied either for its visual
aspects, or as a guild record. Wragg’s new volume addresses this issue by examining
the book holistically, and includes both a study and a full transcribed edition of the
guild book. By moving beyond traditional periodization, he demonstrates how the
book was used over time both as an object for display and ceremony, and as an
administrative document.

Wragg’s study is divided into two halves. The first half covers his meticulous
analysis of Egerton MS 2572, starting with the book’s physical characteristics: the
‘medieval core’ created in 1486, its subsequent additions and how the book was
used. These assessments are the basis of his argument that the guild book was cre-
ated with the intention of continued, active, use as a repository of guild records.
The second half of the book contains an extensive selection of images of the
guild book and other manuscripts, presented as a visual explanation of how
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pictorial conventions of the guild book both followed and differed from contem-
porary examples. Also included is a full transcript of the manuscript alongside a
sizeable appendix, providing a fruitful resource for historians studying medical
images, guild book conventions and especially individuals within the Barber
Surgeons’ Guild.

Chapter 2 places the book into its wider civic and guild context, and briefly out-
lines the landscape of medical provision in York and the guild’s place within it.
Wragg does not, however, touch on wider debates about how knowledge was put
into practice outside of the guild, nor how this knowledge interacted with other
practitioners or customers within the medical marketplace. He draws heavily
from other York guild examples, such as the Merchant Taylors’ Guild and the
Bakers’ Guild, to open his argument that the guild book was also a symbolic artefact
that had a ceremonial use. Unfortunately, the exact ceremonial use or storage of the
guild book of the Barbers and Surgeons of York remains speculative, based on other
guild activity.

Wragg’s central focus is on the book’s role as a repository of medical knowledge.
Chapters 3 and 4 focus on the 1486 ‘medical core’ of the guild book. Each image –
such as the bloodletting man, zodiac man and the four temperaments – is discussed
individually in chapter 3 and then placed in context with similar images from other
manuscripts. Chapter 4 takes a similar approach, looking at the written texts which
include texts on astrology, plague tracts and a bloodletting poem. He argues that
none of the texts or images was selected to explore new ideas, but to reinforce a popu-
lar broad agreement around medicine and health. The texts and images did not
include annotations found in other contemporary examples, suggesting the book
was not used for teaching. Furthermore, some texts and images contained extensive
errors, rendering them unusable for astrological predictions or calculations.

In the fifth chapter, Wragg places the ceremonial use of the book within the
wider context of the guild’s need for a symbolic artefact and object. Wragg posits
that the book acted as an alternative space in which to build and project guild cor-
porate identity, as the group lacked their own guildhall. Chapter 5 also discusses the
unique royal portraiture used within the guild book. The collection of royal por-
traits, added in the late sixteenth century, are explored alongside the London
Barber Surgeons’ coat of arms, which are used to reinforce the legitimacy of the
York Guild to practise medicine, even though it did not have its own royal approval
or connections. Wragg concludes the 300-year history with the decline of the guild,
and the continued use of Egerton MS 2572 at the end of the eighteenth century.

The strengths of this volume lie in the wider context of the medieval texts and
images, drawing on histories of art and the book, to solidify Wragg’s arguments that
Egerton MS 2572 differed from both other guild books and medical manuscript
collections. These differences are key in understanding the book as an object of dis-
play rather than as an educational tool or work of reference. One criticism of the
book is that Wragg’s explanation of why the guild needed a ceremonial object is
not emphasized sufficiently until chapter 5, in which the reader is presented
with the specific guild context with the book acting as a substitute for physical
guild space.

Alongside the study, the volume contains a full edition of the guild book, includ-
ing the guilds’ articles, oath, calendar and transcription of the medical texts
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discussed in chapter 4, a resource more accessible to researchers. The appendix is
also indispensable to research of guilds or material objects as it includes a descrip-
tion of the manuscript’s physical characteristics, including how folios were con-
structed and moved over time. Perhaps most importantly for guild historians, a
list of the names entered into the guild book, alongside a key to their guild careers,
is included.

This book is an informative and comprehensive guide to Egerton MS 2572 that
sheds light on both the construction and demonstration of medical knowledge
alongside more unusual displays of guild recording keeping. The volume is ambi-
tious in its aims to both show the archaeological assessment of the book alongside a
full transcript, which is particularly useful for research into guild records, both gen-
erally, and for those interested in medical guilds. Placing the guild in the wider
medical, civic, and urban context, it shows how multiple approaches can be brought
together to explain the wider role of texts as material objects.

Elizabeth Austin
University of Essex

Susana Zapke and Elisabeth Gruber (eds.), A Companion to Medieval Vienna.
Leiden and Boston: Brill, 2021. 611pp. 72 figures. Bibliography. €202.00 /
$243.00 hbk.
doi:10.1017/S0963926822000669

Brill’s Companions to European History series has for many years now created a
platform for historians to present their research to a wider audience. The tone of
these publications is light enough for any interested reader but at the same time
each contribution also represents fundamental academic research and goes beyond
the importance of textbooks. The collection has been especially fruitful for urban
historians as the list of cities covered by the series keeps growing, the latest one
added being medieval Vienna. The contributions in this volume were collected
with the intention to introduce the city from as many aspects as the primary
sources allow from c. 1100 to c. 1500. The volume is comprised of 19 chapters,
starting with the introduction written by the editors, after which the chapters are
grouped into four thematic parts. The book concludes with an appendix including
the genealogical charts of the Babenberg and Habsburg families, a select bibliog-
raphy and two indices: one listing geographical, the other collecting the personal
names referenced.

The first thematic section focuses on describing the urban environment of medi-
eval Vienna and introducing the main political events that took place in the
observed period. Chapter 2 presents the primary sources that are available, provid-
ing the foundation for the entire volume, while the following chapter lays out the
political configuration of the medieval city along with the social groups that formed
part of it. Chapter 4 includes a detailed account of the architectural design: the
importance of symbols and certain sacral buildings, while chapter 5 is an analysis
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