
di:scripti{in of mcditat ing on scripture i s  
taken to signify that “we r i m /  scc i n  
I’hilo’s pondering on scripture sonic!hinp 
that passes beyond discursive medi ta t ion 
to contcniplat ion” (italics mine). Surely a 
dangcro us a g u i i i c n  t ! 

These criticisms, t l iough 1 l iavc dwel t  
on i l i m  at  wmc length, should not be 
ovcrcnipliasiscd. ‘Myst ica l  tlirolopy” i s  
sucli ;i hopeless mess that any p ropos i l  to 
sort i t  out is bound to be unsutist’actory 
and w i l l  almost incvitahly opcr;itc w i t h  
ovcr-siniplificd dichotomies :ind inadc- 
qu:itcly r lar i f icd terms. The m o s t  usct’ul 
contr ibut ion tha t  i inyonc can niakr i s  
probably t c 1  shed light on particular iirc:is, 
(Or cx;iiiipic by su1:gcsting w;iys of rciiding 
particular ;iiifliors (;ind t h i s  is adni irably 
dorir i n  t h i s  book)  and tlicn, nioving 
into niorc spcculativc issues, l ( i  provokr 11 

quarrel. And a great inany i i ioic qu:iircls 

wi l l  be needed bcl’orc w c  can 1 i q ) c  to gcl 

any preat consensus cvci i  3s to  wlial tlir 
quarrel i s  a l l  about. Loutli c l l c i~ t i vc l y  rc- 
buts tlic, surely ra thr r  iibsiird, belief Ilia1 
patristic mysticism is noth ing but Piaton- 
isiii. and hr uscful ly indicates various 
i tcins on the agenda fo r  schularly debiitc, 
and makes ;I few iiiovcs t o  provoke sucli 
dclxrtc. I liopc that weightier bulls than 
I wi l l  respond t o  his red rag. Rut what 
makes t l ic book valuable to the general 
rc;idcr and t o  tlic student i s  the unassurii- 
ing and conipctcnt way in which the suth-  
o r  in1roducc.s his patr ist ic friends to us. 
U i u u s c ~  of this. i t  is :I book of c-onsidcr- 
able charin. and is a useful addit ion to tlic 

cqitipmcnt 01‘ those whii wish to enrage in 
“;isking I I I C  l:iit Iiers”. 

SIMON TtGWI3,I.. 0 I’ 

SVMEOfJ ?HE NEW THEOLOGIAN - THE DISCOURSES, translated by C. J. dt 
Catanzaro. (Thc Classics 01 Western Spirituality, SPCK.1 pp xvii + 306. f8.50. 

adds rnorn ious ly  to tlir v:iluc of tlic hook 
undcr r rv icw:  i t  is a a i r !  o fsuni in i i ry  of his 
o w n  splrndid but occasionally orclrss 
h o o k  ( f r o n i  wliic-h I tr  repri i ts ii gaJfi cspc- 
ciiil ly striinyc in a Grcck?rpc:ikcr: ‘lor 
Syniclin. this plirase, l o  do tlic the coin- 

ni:indiiirnls a i l  Jesus Christ. is :tlniost ;I 

hcntli;idys for  lu l l i l l i i i~~ this t c w h i n p  of 
llic I i t i l y  1:;itIirrs’). ‘Gr;icc’, lit- hcrr  writrs. 
‘i>r l l i c  intlwrlling o l  thr Tr in i ty .  for Syni- 
coii, w i i s  niv;int, in thr tc:irliings o l  Jrsus 
(‘lirisl ;is recorded in thr N r w  l rs t i in icn l .  
t c i  lw di rcct ly  :in(! inimedi;itrly cszprri- 
cvicc.tl hg : i l l  <’hristi;ins’. Synicon u’;is :iI)bnt 
3 1  tlit. nion;istcrv t i t ’  St M:im;is in Conskin- 
tinGiplc from 980 t o  998: this 1)isroursc.s 
wi’w adtirrssccl l o  his nitinks. b1:iloncy’s 
t*cnc’r:il drscr ip t ion o l  tlicni cannot bc bet- 
1i.rcd. I l r  dclrcls ‘two ni:h cli:ir:ictiv- 
islit’s’: Thc first is tltr ;icccnt on tlic aitnir 
t rx l i t ion; i l  thrn1c.s lliiit 1lit. Iic*sych;rstic 
l~~:itlic.rs iir tlir inyst i~~: i I  tIirolopi;ins ol 
(lie (’Iiristian 1 , h t  wrotr ;ihciiit . . . tlic 
ot1it.r iii;iin c1i:mictvristic . . . is t l ic  ne* 
;in11 itisistcnt :ic.c-cnt on tlic qcr ; i t ions of 
t l i c .  1 1 ~ 1 1 >  Spii-it. wlit) c*l‘li*cls t l i v  end 01’ 1 1 1 ~  
s p i r i t i d  lilr and : i l l  (’1iristi:in :isct*sis :ind 
con1i%iiip1;1t i( In. nanic*ly t*rriitc*r nit, s t i i d  
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union with the indwelling Trinity. Symeou 
is one of the great charismatic fgures in 
Christian spirituality’. 

It is time to consider the Discourses in 
some detail. The first of them, on charity, 
delivered when Symeon wasnot much over 
thirty, begins with conventional protes- 
tations of his own unworthiness but 
goes on almost at once to a well-known 
eulogy of love, which concludes: ‘Reason 
cannot comprehend it; its glory is inaccess- 
ible, its counsels unsearchable. It is eter- 
nal because it is beyond time, invisible be- 
cause thought cannot comprehend it, 
though it may perceive it. Many are the 
beauties of this heavenly Sion not made 
with hands! He who has begun to see it no 
longer delights in sensible objects; he ceases 
to be attached to the glory of this world’. 
But a little later we come across something 
distinctly odd: ‘0 love divine, where are 
you holding Christ? Where are you hiding 
Him? . . . Dwell in us, that for your sake 
the Master may visit even us lowly ones, as 
you go before to meet Him . . .’ One is left 
wondering who is supposed to be going 
where. In fact there is a good deal of inco- 
herence in Symeon, but one must not ex- 
pect this sort of writer to be strictly log- 
ical. He is best at his simplest, as in the 
second Discourse: ‘let us strive to feed and 
increase the divine fire withxi us by practis- 
ing [sic] the commandments, that fire 
which makes the light shine more brightly 
and brilliantly’. The earlier Discourses 
tend to concentrate on the need for rigor- 
ous ascetical practices. The third and fourth 
are little more than commonplace fervor- 
inos; the fifth, which is much the longest, 
is little more than a hell-fie rant. The read- 
er has to be patient, bearing in mind that 
Symeon had to cope with the worldliness 
of Constantinople in general and his mon- 
astery in particular. He may seem world- 
denying, but he is following the traditional 
spirituality according to which before you 
can ‘see the world in God‘ you must be 
detached from it. He is not unaware of 
social problems: his denunciations of lux- 
ury insist that it  is robbery of the poor. He 
does sometimes exaggerate. But I question 
whether he is unorthodox in asserting that 

those who have no ‘experience’ of God are 
not true Christians, let alone priests or 
bishops (this was what sent him into exile). 
Later on there are plenty of fine passages 
to linger over. Scripture, Symeon says, 
’urges us to speak the truth, that the res- 
urrection of Christ takes place in each of 
us who believes, and that not once, but 
every hour, so to speak, when Christ the 
Master arises in us . . . flashing with the 
lightnings of incorruption and Deity’. 
‘Every soul is set free from all vainglory, 
since it is clothed with the royal garment, 
the most radiant vesture of the Spirit, 
and is filled with God’s superabundant 
glory’. Then there is’ the famous account 
of his experience when he was a disciple 
of Symeon the Studite; at the climax, ‘I 
fell prostrate on the ground, and at once 1 
saw, and behold, a great light was imma- 
terially shining on me and seized hold of 
my whole mind and soul. . . .’ There is the 
wonderful image of death seen as ’wine 
that has been strained and is held up 
against the sun [light] shining brilliantly 
and showing its colour more clearly and 
flashing joyfully on the face of him who 
drinks as he faces the sun’. Symeon can 
be very effective as an apophatic theolog- 
ian: Christ is ‘simple, notcompound,good, 
all goodness, and above all goodness’. So 
one could go on. The two great ”I’hanks- 
givings’ are added here, according to cus- 
tom, to the thirty-four Discourses. 

Something has to be said about the 
presentation of the book. The President 
of the Paulist Press in New York, the 
original publisher, has, we are told, on his 
Editorial Board as well as an Editor-in- 
Chief and an Editorial Consultant twenty- 
nine distinguished persons, several of them 
Europeans. But it ’seems that someone is 
needed to makc these volumes more pres- 
entable. On the second page of text, in 
an editorial note on Father Maloney, we 
read: ‘Sonic of his books include . . .’ It is 
not always easy to decide whether other 
little blemishes are muddles of this kind or 
misprints, of which there are in any case 
too many. As I read the translation, I was 
surprised by the number of incoherent 

445  
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passages but assumed, since the transla- 
tor’s qualifications were so high, that they 
must be scrupulously literal versions of 
Symeon at his vaguest. As time went on, 
my curiosity grew, and on three occasions 
1 turned to the Greek. In each case therc 
was mistranslation. One passage (at the 
top of p 306) read: Thus  he who lacks 
perception in one matter lacks it in all, 
just as he who has it in one matter is 
capable of perceiving all things and is bc- 
yond their sensation. He is capable of pcr- 
ceiving all, and is not overcome by their 
sensation’. This provcs to be about the 
contemplation of the world ‘in God’: he 
who sees the One sees the world too but is 
not subject to the things of the world. The 

standard of lnglish in this translation is 
oftcn low. To take a passage (from p 78) 
almost at random: ‘After he has had a 
drink his appetite is aroused. Impercep- 
tibly he is as it were led astray by the tasty 
food; without realizing it he eats it greed- 
ily and fattens his stomach and makes it  
intractible (sic] so that it doesnotrespond 
to the impulse of thc soul’. Thcre are two 
elaborate Indices, one of them listing, for 
instancc, the several hundred occasions on 
which thc name ‘Christ’ occurs in the text. 
The energy thus spcnt could havc been put 
to better uses. But I concludc that, at least 
in present circumstances, the book is def- 
initely worth buying. 

ILLTYD TRETHOWAN 0 S B 

DICTIONARY OF MEDICAL ETHICS, Revised and Enlarged Edition, edited by 
A. S. Duncan, G. R. Dunstan and R. B. Welbourn. DLT. 1981. pp 459. f12.50. 

The original edition of this work, which 
appcarcd in 1977, sccms to have cstablish- 
cd itsclf with practitioners and academics 
aWtc as a valuable work of rcfcrcncc. 
Workers in the medical professions must 
havc little chance to develop comprehcn- 
sive ethical positions which will cnahlc 
them to cope with thc day to day dilem: 
mas, which are often ol‘alarming urgency 
and difficulty. This Dictionary would bc a 
helpful guide SO long as it is not treated ;is 
a book of rules, which it docs not pretend 
to be. Medical ethics is everyone’s business 
and. the Dictionary acknowledges this by 
casting its nets very widely. The social and 
political dimensions of the subject i i ~ e  vasl : 
from alcoholism, through gcnrtir cnginecr- 
ing to the right tostrike. As a cc)nscqurncc, 
thcre is bound to be some idcohgicdl posi- 
tion-taking which needs to  hr questioned. 
For instance, thc Pharmaccutical lndristry 
is overzealously dcfcndcd by the Iatc Sir 
Dcrrick Dunlop, who will not lisfrn to talk 
of cxcessivc profits and miinipulation of 
the market with brand namcs. Thc very 
short article on Tranquillising A,q(wts by 
PCtCT Tyrcr - which could weU havc bccn 
longer - is more critical in this respect. 

4 4 6  

The entry on Marital Pathology and 
Counselling by lack Dominian (who men- 
tions only his own works in reference) sees 
marital breakdown as primarily a medical 
problem. Presumably this view has arisen 
bccausc it is doctors who are now most 
oftcn confronted with it. It has draw- 
backs for our understanding however. For 
all its wckomc compassion, Dr Dominian’s 
position tcnds to swallow whole the re&- 
ioub/commcrcial idcal of the unit family 
and to look no farther than faults in per- 
sonal dcvrlopmcnt to cxplain why many 
marriages beconic intolcrablc to  the part- 
ncrs. 

Tlir rntrics on Mental Ilundicup and 
xsociated subjccts bctwccn them rightly 
strcss that it is up to  socicty to decide how 
bcst to iisc thc available rcsources - and 
indccd how grcat those ~csourccs should 
he - TOT thc bcncfit of thc mentally handi- 
capped. The rolc of tlic professional is to 
prrscnt tlir facts so that rcsponsiblc deci- 
sions can bc madc. Tlic same applies when 
an indiviclual or a couplc is faced with the 
choicr of  terminating a prcgnancy whcrc 
the Toetub is probably handicapped. How- 
ever, the writers play down thcir own in- 
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