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EXTRACTS

Proressor Eugéne Tesson, of the [nstitut Catholigue of Paris, writes in
Fhe l}pril Etudes of the tension which exists between the priest’s necessary
"Mplication in the life of the world and the primary purpose of his priest-
00d. It is of course an applicaton of the general tension for every Chris-
;:lath‘ﬂfho has to be in the world b}xt not of.it, and .which Pére Daniélou
i, GﬁdMarch issue of the same review bas discussed in terms of obedience
s o od and the Church and initiative in temporal society. Perh.aps there
N t}? $nap answer to the problem, which has become so acute in regard
" ile pnest-worke.rs. But Professor T'esson can only suggest that the priest,
sighte so of_ten }}a.vmg to %)e engaged in ‘profane’ activities, may often lose
WeathOf his ongmall.y hllgh moflves‘so’ th:ft the Ch.urch has to keep a
ever C;’ eye. on the mtuat}on. ‘Clest a2 PEglise d.’y. ve.lller.’ Perhaps, how-
ou > 1 W'hllc not {orgettmg some.n.e?d for en.vxgllatlo.n we were to turn
in f;:lt'fe‘mlon to seemg.that ne activities in which Chrls'txans engage werc
.- 3¢t ‘profane’ we might approach nearer to a resolution of the intense
Hiculty,
rﬁcletuim article in the same issue of Et'ude.r ?E:-rc Holstein, s.J.,‘who.haf
ingey y b.een taken to task bY La Vie Spirituelle for a too r.nystlcal
Serct%”l‘e.tatu:»n of religious obedience, scems to suggest this resolution, the
f}’mg of the profane.
t would be to restrain the priestly office if we were to limit it to the
Sln}ple administration of the sacraments and acts of worship. Since the
’df'lle Ages theological language in making the word ‘sacrament’ more
I;:EC‘_SC h.as reserved it for the seven sanctifying acts. . . . But if we are
8ive its fullness to the word which was used so generously by St
Vi:igbl;Stine to indicate the riches of the christian mystery, where the
tran e ‘arfd the human are the way of access to the invisible a.ru.i of the
¥Mmission of grace, we could say that the priests are the ministers of
'8 great and principal ‘sacrament’ of life which is the Church, the
Wh::ihy of Christ, _ .
ere a:tr or not t.he pflest-workcrs succeeded, it could be said that th(ely
Cramenemptmg in this way to make .the w?rk-bench and t}}e 9‘_13)"51,;
f Gog Zl and part of the Ylsnble reality which leads to'the mv1s.1bIehh§
in.thf]d certainly the laity, who h_ave always shared in Ehe priesthoo
I task, must always be seeking the sacramental in their daily

Cupay: .
hcllpanoﬂ_ For the good Christian, all things are holy, all things are
rarn€nt::11. i

N the 55

Pape me context Evangeliser (Brussels, March-April) has resuscitated
Paper

Priege. by Bis_hop Goetst?uwers on the asceticis_m characteristic .of the
p"“’nalit € Ppriest as med.lator must overcome h:msFlf so that his g;wg
ind the ¥ does not stand in the way of the communication between o

People, He must efface himself. ‘Psychologically personality
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wishes to assert self’, but the priest must form his personality to ‘imper”
sonality’. ]

This ‘becoming impersonal’ does not mean the disappearance of .h‘s

human personality but only its elevation, its purification, its sublimatio®

by despoiling it of all self-love in order to make way for the Priestl}’
mission. ‘This primacy of the priesthood does not imply a cold impe™”
sonality, but something warm and universally human which surpass®®

personality. ,
His lordship went on to apply this line of thought to the priest as God*s
ambassador in the Church and as teacher and pastor.

In the same issue of Evangeliser Pére Mellet writes of the sanctificat
of the priest by means of the confessional, a means of perfection whi¢
is perhaps not always recognized. )

The best confessor is not one who knows his Canon Law most exact?
but the one who is most profoundly and docilely given over to the
hand of God, the supreme judge and the prime healer of souls. In the
confessional the priest is not a robot distributing anonymous absoluf‘?ns’
nor is he a solemn magistrate who applies with a cold and conscientio”
indifference the dictates of the law. He is a judge who judges !
order to pardon. . ..

jon

Hostel of St Martin of Tours

Under the patronage of
HIS EMINENCE CARDINAL GRIFFIN

Provides
SHELTER, FOOD & CLOTHING for
HOMELESS & DESTITUTE MEN

During the six years to 31st December, 1953
12,294 men cared for. 2,565 men found employmcnt-‘
67,488 frec meals served. * 1,345 men provided with clothiog:

PLEASE SEND
Subscriptions to—The Honorary Treasurer, Catholic Fund f'i’;
Homcﬁss & Destitute Men, cfo The National Bank Ltd., 13 Ot
Broad Street, London, E.C.2. Clothing to—The Supcrintcﬂdcnk’
Hostel of St Martin of Tours, 12 Penzance Place, Holland P3*
London, W.11.
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