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Common Ground (acrylic on paper), by Linda Benton McCloskey

Artist Statement

One of my favorite quotes completely describes me: “I paint because not to paint is unthinkable. Painting completes me and
truly is my life’s passion.”

My art is definitely influenced by the impulsive approach of the abstract expressionists de Kooning, Motherwell, Kline
and Hofmann. Discovering creative ways of expression and keeping traditional rules of painting out of the picture are top
priorities. Since I love to vary my palette of colors and take new approaches, my most recent works are experimental water
media (abstract), watercolor, mixed media, and encaustic with lots of texture and exciting color. Since I begin a new work
without a preconceived outcome, I simply begin painting and then intuition, love, desire, and experience take over. When I am
in this state of mind, I give way to the process. Eventually, I begin to see images and shapes, and then develop them further. No
matter what the result, the painting takes me to a new destination.

I am a member of various local, state, and national art associations and a teacher of experimental water media, abstract design,
and encaustic painting. I have exhibited in numerous national and international juried shows, universities, cultural centers,
galleries, museums, and in the rotunda of the Pennsylvania State Capitol. I've won numerous national and international awards
and have earned signature memberships in the Pennsylvania Watercolor Society, Baltimore Watercolor Society, and am a
Nautilus Fellow of the International Society of Experimental Artists. Most of my works are in private collections and
universities.

For more information, please go to http.//lindabentonmecloskey.com.
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