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Recent work on the PN classification scheme initially proposed by Peimbert has shown
that objects of types I, II, and III have markedly different properties such as central star
mass, height distribution relative to the galactic plane, and kinematic behaviour. This fact
can be used in order to determine distances, especially for the younger disk objects.

In this work, two methods are considered in order to derive individual distances of
disk PN. First, IUE spectra are used to estimate the H column density in the direction of
some galactic PN. The results are compared with the expected density profiles derived
from the 21 cm H surveys along the same directions, using our PN rotation curve. As a
consequence, relatively accurate individual distances can be determined.

Second, the behaviour of PN of different types on the log g x log T.¢ plane is explored,
in view of the fact that central stars of different masses have different paths on this diagram.
As aresult, average distances can be derived for some galactic PN. The possibility is dis-
cussed of establishing a statistical PN distance scale based on the population segregation
of the Peimbert types. (FAPESP, CNPq)
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