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things more and more into her own hands and saying: 'I will make
men listen'. Certainly our Lady has spoken at Fatima quite as
definitely as she spoke at Lourdes and her actions at Fatima and
the great miracle which she promised for the 13th of October, 1917,
and obtained, were quite terrific and utterly startling.

If this book makes men heed our Lady of Fatima it will have
achieved its purpose. I think it will. It is a good book.

G. B.

TALKS FOR THE MONTH OF" MAY. By J. A. F. Nntt. (Burns Oates-
2s. 6d.).
This is a small book of eighty-four pages. Tfc contains thirty-two

small talks on our Lady taken for the most part from the Gospel of
St Luke, which is our Lady's Gospel. Except the last six talks, all
are taken from the first two chapters of St Luke, and these chapters
as we know are almost verbally the answers of our Blessed Lady to
his questions.

The talks are sound in doctrine. They are fresh. Not one paragraph
is dull. They will surely help to a greater love of God's Holy Mother.

OUR LADY OF SORROWS : A Book of Meditations. By Hilary M.
Morris, O.S.M. (Burns Oates; 6s. Od.).
This is a good book. There is much profitable reading in it. The

meditations are simple and concise. The first part of the book con-
sisting of some fifty pages has twenty-six short meditations. Some
meditations contain three, others only two main paragraphs and
always there is given us an idea, a thought worth turning over in
our mind.

We like these brief reflections, chiefly for their naive simplicity
and we feel that the author has given us the things that he has him-
self pondered over in his mind.

The second part of the book (fifty pages) deals with the Seven
Sorrows of our Lady. To each of the Sorrows is linked a Gift of the
Holy Spirit. One feels that the association of each Sorrow with a Gift
may be arbitrary, still it seems successful. The book can be recom-
mended to all 'simple' souls. We should never forget that we owe a
debt of gratitude to our Mother because She suffered with Him for
us. This little book will help us to pay Her that debt.

I
THE MYSTICAL EOSE. By Father Hubert, O.F.M.Cap. (The Mercier

Press; 5s.)
We can never hear enough about our Lady. We call Her our

Blessed Lady, our own most beautiful woman. She is the Lady of a
thousand titles Because we love Her, we give Her all sorts of lovely
names, pet-names we might say. We call Her 'Ivory Tower', 'Golden
House' 'Heaven's Gate', 'Star of the Dawn', 'Ark of the Covenant'.
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There would seem to be no end to the titles we might call Her,
because the best we can say of Her falls so far short of Her unsur-
passable dignity.

Fr Hubert has given us a little book of seventy-nine pages, having
for title one of the loveliest of Her pet-names. 'The Mystical Rose'
is the heading of the first chapter. Other chapter headings are
'Mother of God', 'Virgin of Virgins', 'Mother of Christ', 'Mother of
Divine Grace'.

Readers will find this book a great inspiration. Not that there is
anything here that is not in other books, but there is an obvious love
and sincerity about the author which is very attractive.

I do not like the frontispiece, but then 'de gustibus non disputan-
dum'. The book deserves to become popular, for many people will
find it very moving. P.O.
ST DOMINIC IN EARLY TUSCAN PAINTING. By George Kaftal, D.Phil.

(Blackfriars Publications; 7s. 6d.)
The first volume in the new Blackfriars series of illustrated books

is such remarkably good value for money that the reviewer—amazed
by this elegant presentation of forty paintings of St Dominic—may
take for granted the erudition and industry of Dr Kaftal in editing it.
For the immediate appeal of the book is frankly the joyous assembly
of these early portraits, bearded or unbearded, young or middle-aged,
alone or in a triptych group: all, in their different accents, proclaim-
ing the impact of St Dominic and his ideal on men who were young
enough in heart to marvel and rejoice. The arrangement of the book
is tactful, so that the pictures themselves appear in their own right.
Later one can turn to Dr Kaftal's careful commentary, with its
record of origin and date and dimensions. His preface, too, gives just
what is necessary to appreciate St Dominic's achievement, so that
the paintings are rescued from the art gallery and are restored to the
times and places that give them their deepest meaning.

There are fifteen portraits and twenty-five 'scenes' from St Domi-
nic's life, the latte"r accompanied by extracts from the biography of
Theodoric of Appoldia (1290). The reproductions (in black-and-white)
are invariably excellent, and the triple achievement of editor, pub-
lisher and printer deserves—and will surely receive—the grateful
acknowledgment of all who love St Dominic and his Order. The
volumes to come, which will deal with St Catherine of Siena, St
Peter Martyr and St Thomas Aquinas, will be awaited with im-
patience. . I.E.

THE LIFE OF NEWMAN. By Robert Sencourt. (Dacre Press; 21s.)
In attempting to write a comprehensive biography of Newman, one

cannot help feeling that Mr Sencourt has rushed in where angels have
feared to tread. For surely, there is some remarkable reason for the
fact that, despite an enormous amount of literature on the different
aspects of his life and work, no full biography of Newman has ever

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0269359300014841 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0269359300014841



