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added bravely to denunciation, an impressive haste to assure the 
public that it mattered litt,le should Rome be bombed, or proffering 
approval, without a vestige of military knowledge, of the destruction 
of Monte Cassino. Above all, the soft-pedalling of what the Holy 
Father had to say. 

Now, greatly daring, with the war well over, it is fashionable 
amongst the run of Catholics to retail what a few of their pacifically- 
minded brethren were saying when the truth had to be paid for, The 
excogitation of a learned moral theologian that the killing of tens 
of thousands of civilians and the clinical torture of many more by 
the atom bomb was almost certainly morally unjustifiable finds its 
way into the speech of a bold Catholic layman. For such small 
mercies we must be grateful. Above all, we welcome such a recspitu- 
lation and study of the Christmas message of Pope Pius XTT as that 
contained in The Papacy and World Peace. The author, Professor 
Guido Gonella. who will be remembered appreciatively as political 
editor of I1 Popolo, is now a Minister in the Republican Government 
of Ttaly. Readers of his contributions to the Osse?uatore Romano map 
find some of the vigour of the original work lacking in the abridged 
edition presented to us by Fr  Beck and RZr Beales. The translated 
author is rarely lucky, and the work of translation is a thankless 
task. The present work was translated by ‘past and present students 
of the Venerable English College’. There is a full discussion of the 
problem of minorities, the possibility of a sound international judicial 
system, disarmament and the betterment of intercourse between 
nations. 

With the foregoing reservations we recommend The Papacy and 
TY0r7d Peace. J. F. T. PRINCE. 

CHRISTIAN WORALS-A Study  in FirRt Principles. By Canon Tindsay 
Dewar, B.D. and Canon Cyril Hiidson, M.A. (The London 
Theological Library. Hodder and Stcoughton; 7s. 6d.) 

Belloc once said that the power of definition was lost at the 
Reformation. This book is a conspicuous example. There are descrip- 
tions of and remarks about ‘supernature’, ‘grace’, ‘sin’, ‘conscience’, 
but never any attempt to define these things. The most glaring 
example is the omission of the definition of ‘law’ by St Thomas, 
whose treatise in the Prima-Secundae q.  90 seq. is frequently 
quoted and accepted. I n  explaining the ‘oughtness’ of Christian 
morals it is obviously necessary to mention his definition of ‘law’ 
as a ‘rule of right reason for the common good, made by him who 
has the care of the community and promulgated’. God is the head of 
the community of the universe and Christ is the head of the com- 
munity of the Church and obviously there must be a visible head of 
the Christian community who speaks in Christ’s name. 

T t  is not surprising that the authors are despairingly driven to the 
admission that ‘for the Anglican some ethical problems, in their 
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essential nature problems of authority, are complicated by the 
peculiar nature of the relationship between Church and State, a 
relationship having its origins in the distant past’ (p. 154). The 
sole ultimate foundation they can offer to the perplexed inquirer is 
that ‘right conduct is ultimately the kind of conduct which is 
approved by the good man’ (p. 174). And who is the good man? ‘He 
is one who is ever enlarging his vision and hence it is a circle which 
is ever enlarging itself and not a vicious circle’ (ibid). 

On this precarious foundation certain things on moral theology are 
culled from the theologians ‘of the Roman obedience’. But you can- 
not cut flowers from the Roman garden and stick them in the ground 
of the Anglican garden and expect them to grow without roots. 

P. J. F. 

DP, ABBREVIATIONIBW ET SIGNIS SCRIPTURAE GOTHICAE. RI.-H. 

The purpose of this small work is to give beginners unable to afford 
standard works, but eager to read medieval writing, the essential 
rules and some suggestions. It is the fruit of personal experience as 
teacher of palaeography at  the ‘Angelicum’. The author deals only 
with the Gothic period (13th-15th century), which followed the 
Carolingian. The decline in t,he quality of writing in the 14th cen- 
tury is explained by the psychological effect, Pkre Laurent maintains, 
of the plague, famine and war which prevailed in that century. The 
essential rules for reading abbreviations are clearly stated, but it 
would have been better if each rule had been illustrated by an 
example. There are three appendices. The first of these will encour- 
age studenfs. In  the second some rules are given, for the editing of 
medieval texts, which might be contested. In  the third appendix 
there are useful suggestions on how to quote medieval sources, both 
civil and ecclesiastical. As an introduction to palaeography this book 
will be found useful, though the student will have to consult also the 
larger standard works. to which Pkre Laurent refers him in the foot- 
notes. ANDREW VELLA, O.P. 

MARRIAGE AND THE FAMILY. By Edgar Schmiedeler, O.S.R.,  Ph.D. 
(McGraw-Hill Book Co., New York.) 
The director of the United States Catholic Family Life Bureau 

has written this work as a textbook for a course on Marriage for use 
in the Catholic schools and clubs of America. 

The simple, straightforward style of the author, coupled with 
his elaboration of points from the Encyclical ‘Christian Marriage’ by 
Pope Pius XI should ensure a wide public for the book. A t  a time 
when the spiritual aspect of marriage receives such casual attention, 
a corrective is a vital necessity. Dr Schmiedeler and his colleagues 
a t  the National Catholic Welfare Conference of America, aim to  
administer this corrective by the use of such admirable textbooks 
as  the present volume. Happy and successful marriages, we are 

Laurent, O.P. (Rome, ‘Angelicum’. 19.39; 60 lire.) 




