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Dr. Dorothea A. Lehmann of the University’s Centre for African Studies reported on the
present lack of knowledge of the linguistic situation in the Basin, it was decided that the
languages and dialects of the area should be mapped as soon as possible, before the begin-
ning of the population move. Unfortunately local funds for this undertaking were not
available at the time, but Dr. Lehmann has been able to obtain financial support from the
Survey of Language Use and Language Teaching in Eastern Africa and has now begun
preparatory work, contacting missionaries and others who might know of unpublished
material and searching through libraries and the National Archives of Zambia, Most of the
research is being conducted in the field, however, and some work has now been completed
in the area next to Lusaka. Information about the languages of the present inhabitants of
Kafue town has also been collected and the use of these as linguae francae is being studied.
Present plans call for a thorough field investigation in the entire Basin, including the
Lukanga swamps, after which the final preparation of maps and a report will begin. Dr.
Lehmann is working with the list of 200 words, phrases, and other items used by Professor
George Fortune in his 1962 survey (as yet unpublished) of the languages spoken in the
Barotse province in the south of the country. With assistance from the Office of the President
of Zambia, she hopes to work closely with chiefs, rural councils, and local administrators.
Shott tape-recordings of formal and informal language use are being made for future
transcription and analysis. Each interview is being plotted on one of a set of 1: 50,000-scale
maps and detailed data are recorded about each informant. Preliminary isoglosses will be
established from this information and comparative work planned for later in the project
will determine whether these preliminary differentiations are valid and how they might be
adjusted.

Grant of Royal Charter to the Royal African Society

HERr Majesty the Queen has granted a Charter to the Royal African Society, which has been
under royal patronage since 1933. The Society was founded in 1901 in memoty of Mary
Kingsley and pioneered the study of African affairs in this country. Today it promotes
interest in the continent through its journal African Affairs and by short courses and lec-
tures on African subjects.

Afrigue Noire d’Expression Frangaise, Sciences Sociales et Humaines: Guide de
Lecture ‘

TH1s bibliography of the social sciences in French Africa has been produced by CLEF
(Club des lecteurs d’expression francaise) and CARDAN (Centre d’analyse et de recherche
documentaites pour I’ Afrique noire) and edited by Mme M. C. Jacquey and Mlle F. Niellon.
Section I (* Etudes Globales °) includes bibliographies and general works under the subject
headings geography, history, cultural anthropology, political science, law, social science,
and economics; Part II (‘ Etudes Regionales ’) covers Burundi, Cameroun, Centrafrique,
Congo Brazzaville, Congo Kinshasa, Cote d’Ivoire, Dahomey, Gabon, Guinée, Haute-
Volta, Mali, Mauritanie, Niger, Rwanda, Sénégal, Tchad, and Togo; Madagascar and
French Somaliland ate not included. Entties are arranged alphabetically by authors under
subject headings in each territory and each section is preceded by a map of the area. There
is an author index.

A ¢ Bibliography of African Bibliographies’

TH1s Bibliography of African Bibliographies (price 75. 6d.), compiled by Anthea Garling of the
African Studies Centre, Cambridge, is based on Theodore Besterman’s A World Biblio-
graphy of Bibliographies and of Bibliographical Catalognes, Calendars, Abstracts, Digests, Indexes
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