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Abstract
This article aims to analyse how the intertwining of politics and religion, economic trans-
formation due to industrialisation, and family influence each contributed to the abandon-
ment of the traditional, religious marriage calendar during the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries in the Barcelona Area or the Oficialitat de Barcelona, the most populated dean-
ery among the four that comprised the Diocese of Barcelona. We make use of the
Barcelona Historical Marriage Database, covering the period 1715–1880, to calculate
descriptive statistics and linear probability models. Our main findings indicate a progres-
sive change in marriage seasonality; with an increasing number of marriages taking place
during Lent across the nineteenth century, as well as the emergence of a December peak in
marriages in the first third of that century. Although the primary occupational sector was
declining, farmers tended to adhere to the traditional marriage calendar, while the upper
classes and artisans were increasingly likely to marry during Lent. During periods of
Liberal political influence, which were marked by steps toward secularization, the propor-
tion of marriages taking place during Lent increased. However, independent of the polit-
ical period, Lenten marriages tended to be passed from one generation to the next,
confirming the continuing influence of the family on the timing of marriages in Spain.

1. Introduction

The change in the seasonality of marriage, that took place as Western European
countries transitioned from agrarian economies to industrial ones, has been exten-
sively studied.1 However, both politics and the cultural transmission of behaviours
within families have been overlooked as explanations of this shift. In this article we
propose that the effect of these factors can be observed by studying when marriages
took place across the year. Changes in the marriage calendar allow us to consider
different aspects of the process of modernisation including secularisation and the
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loss of family influence, as well as urbanisation, democratisation, rationalisation,
and individualisation.2

Shifts in the marriage calendar have primarily been traced by observation of the
number of marriages taking place during Lent, the 40 penitential days leading up to
Easter. As Lesthaeghe and Wilson (1986) established decades ago, and many other
authors have confirmed, an increase in Lenten marriages can been seen as an indi-
cator of the emergence of secularisation. We do not analyse the change of the
marriage calendar within Advent (which fell in December) as marriage during
the four weeks before Christmas was not a widely followed tradition in Spain, as
several studies have pointed out.3 Although the celebration of marriage during
Lent was not forbidden by the Catholic church, it was strongly discouraged until
the Second Vatican Council of 1962–1965.4 As a result, whether couples married
during Lent serves to indicate the level of observance of religious practice in a coun-
try or region, and this allows us to trace the process of secularisation in Europe.5

Furthermore, this indicator is particularly valuable as there are no pre-twentieth
century sources available from which to estimate religious allegiance or attendance.6

The celebration of marriage during Lent can also be interpreted as a response to
the political climate surrounding the separation of the church and state which
formed part of the secularisation process in Spain. This topic is important given
the many shifts which the Spanish government underwent during the nineteenth
century. As the new political doctrine of liberalism spread across Europe; the gov-
ernment in Spain alternated between progressive and conservative, i.e. moderate,
politics; and there was even a return to absolute monarchy for a short while.
Each shift altered the relationship between church and state in the country.7 José
Casanova, one of the foremost scholars considering these issues, has suggested
that the current variation in secularisation across European countries can be
explained as a product of historic patterns of church-state relations.8

It is also essential to consider that in marriage was a family affair, especially in
past societies based on strong family ties, as was the case in Spain.9 These ties
meant that demographic-related behaviour, such as marriage and its timing, were
passed down from one generation of a family to the next. Families are a well-
recognised source of the transmission of beliefs, norms, values, attitudes, and beha-
viours, both in the past and the present,10 as demonstrated by the intergenerational
transmission of family size over the course of the demographic transition.11

Such transmission forms part of the construction of intergenerational relation-
ships, and consequently, the family becomes a determining factor in the persistence
of, or change in, certain behaviours, such as those related to religious practice, as its
members adapt to alterations in the prevailing conditions.12 Indeed, the family has
proved to be one of the most flexible and long lasting of institutions when it comes
to accommodating social, political and economic change.13 At the same time, the
intensity of the transmission within families also depends on the characteristics
of the individuals involved, such as gender or birth order; of the family itself,
such as sibship size and social group; and of the wider society, such as the local
inheritance system. Each of these factors can be seen to have an impact on the
intergenerational transmission of social outcomes.14

This article therefore aims to analyse how the intertwining of politics and reli-
gion; the economic transformation due to industrialisation; and family influences
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brought about the abandonment of the traditional religious marriage calendar in
the Barcelona Area15 or the Oficialitat de Barcelona, the most populated deanery
among the four that comprised the Diocese of Barcelona during the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries. To achieve this, we use a unique database, the
Barcelona Historical Marriage Database, to study the period 1715–1880.

We will begin by reviewing some studies on the seasonality of marriage in
Europe. Then we will put the Barcelona Area during the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries into context. Section 4 focuses on the Barcelona Historical Marriage
Database used for this analysis, which in turn has been used for the genealogical
reconstruction of the generations of parents and children. Section 5 explains the
descriptive and multivariate methods used in our analysis to measure the change
in the number of marriages in Lent, considering the political period, socioeconomic
characteristics of the spouses and the influence of the family. Sections 7 and 8 focus
on the factors (politics, economy and family) and how they influenced changes in
marriage and encouraged secularisation.

2. Shifts in marriage seasonality in Europe, across the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries

There is a rich tradition in Europe of studying shifts in marriage seasonality, and
the propensity to marry during Lent in particular. Researchers such as Houdaille,
Sardon, Lesthaeghe, and López-Gay have explored changes in the dates when
weddings were held, and noted the impact of historical events, such as the
French Revolution, as well as religious differences between Catholics and
Protestants in Belgium.16 Recent studies on West Flanders (Belgium) by
Hideko Matsuo and on the Netherlands by Frans Van Poppel emphasise that
both industrialisation and evolving ideologies can influence marriage seasonal-
ity.17 Theo Engelen’s work on seven Dutch provinces also highlights the lasting
significance of religion in shaping marriage calendars right up until the twentieth
century.18

Examinations of Italy’s modernisation, by researchers such as Gabriele Ruiu and
Marco Breschi, suggest that couples were persistently discouraged from celebrating
their marriage during Lent.19 Similar conclusions have been drawn by Anna Coppa,
Emmanuel Sanna, and Maria Enrica Danubio for various Italian regions.20 Enzo
Lucchetti et al. explored patterns of marriage seasonality in France, Italy, and
Spain over the past two centuries, and found that these were influenced by changes
in religion, work, and climate.21

In contrast, studies trying to understand processes of modernisation in
England, Sweden, and Germany place more emphasis on economic factors, as
exemplified by Ann Kussmaul’s work on preindustrial England; Christer
Lundh, Martin Dribe and Bart Van de Putte’s research on Scania, Sweden; and
John E. Knodel’s work on a number of German villages.22 Notably, in
England, an increase in the rate of marriage in December was more associated
with industrialisation and the adoption of a new working schedule than with
Advent, highlighting how regional differences in the interplay of religious and
economic factors can affect marriage patterns, especially in areas where
Catholic and Protestant populations co-exist, as in Germany.23
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In the case of Spain, it is worth mentioning Àngels Torrents’ long-term analysis
of the timing of marriage for an industrial town in the province of Barcelona, which
showed that during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries both agricultural and
religious cycles placed restrictions on when marriages could take place, but these
restrictions disappeared as the nineteenth century progressed.24 Similarly, José
Miguel Martínez-Carrión, in his study on the South East of Spain during the nine-
teenth and twentieth centuries, concluded that, despite the constraints imposed by
the agricultural calendar, it was church restrictions on marriage during Lent that
were most significant.25 Antonio González-Martín has also shown that the number
of marriages during Lent in Andorra increased over time between 1606 and 1960.26

Barcelona, South East Spain and Andorra each underwent different modernisation
processes, and hence show varying levels of secularisation.

The above review shows that when interpreting variation in marital seasonality,
an economic and social view tends to be used to explain the changes observed over
time. Some of the studies do, however, mention the relaxation of ecclesiastical
norms or changes in ideology as possible causes of shifts in the marriage calendar,
although these factors are not included in the statistical analyses reported in the
papers; they are only mentioned in the interpretative part of the narratives. In
this article, both of these themes are taken into account through innovative analysis
which considers the political period in which marriages took place, while also
recognising that ‘when to hold a wedding’ was a cultural element transmitted
from one generation of a family to the next.

3. The political, socio-economic, demographic and family context of the
Barcelona Area, in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries

Throughout the nineteenth century European states adopted measures to separate
political and religious power. Durkheim (1912) saw the state as the quintessential
agent of secularisation,27 and it is important to recognise that the relationship
between the state and the church was largely influenced by the politics and political
ideology of different periods. In the case of Spain, politics across the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries alternated between two regimes: absolutism and liberalism, the
second of which could take one of two forms; being either ‘progressive’ or ‘moder-
ate’. Such political swings could have significantly influenced the secularisation pro-
cess within the country.28 There have been three waves of secularisation in Spain to
date, with the first running between the beginning of the nineteenth century and
the Civil War of 1936–1939, and it is the relationship between the political swings
within this period and marriages taking place in Lent that is the focus of our
analysis.29

Spain’s first liberal phase can be described as ‘progressive’ and encompassed the
Cortes of Cádiz (1810),30 the War of Independence (1808–1814), which is consid-
ered to mark the beginning of the liberal revolution in Spain; the Trienio Liberal
(Three Liberal Years or Liberal Triennium) (1820–1823); and the years of liberal
government during the minority of Queen Isabella II (1833–1843). These years
saw the suppression of the Inquisition (although this was briefly restored, along
with the monarchy, during the Absolutist Sexennium, between 1814 and 1820);
the disentailment or confiscation (desamortización) of church properties; and a
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decree abolishing the payment of tithes to the church. During the summer of 1835
there were also significant episodes of anticlericalism in various towns in Catalonia
such as Reus, Barcelona and Sabadell. These involved assaults on – and the burning
of – a number of convents and the murder of over 70 individuals connected to the
church.31 These riot-like events, during the first Carlist war,32 along with the killing
of friars in Madrid the previous year, acted as the catalyst for the forced expulsion
of the regular clergy – viewed as the Carlists’ main allies by the supporters of the
Regent Maria Cristina, who were their opponents in the war; the suppression of
religious orders, and the confiscation of church property.33 This whole period,
from the first to the fifth decade of the nineteenth century, which saw the church
lose its economic power and fall under the supervision of the state, is therefore con-
sidered to constitute the initial manifestation of the first wave of secularisation in
Spain.34

The second political phase, which started in the years of Queen Isabella II’s
majority, 1843–1868, can be categorised as one of moderate liberalism. Although,
when the Constitution was written in 1845, during the Moderate Decade which
ran from 1844 to 1854, it stated that the Spanish nation was Catholic and relations
with the Holy See had been restored. Furthermore, in 1851 a Concordat between
the Spanish monarchy and the Vatican state was signed. The Concordat implied
that the state declared itself confessional (officially recognising Catholicism as the
state religion) and that the church would offer a public service overseen by the
state. However, the Concordat also marked the end of the clerical reforms that
had begun with the disentailment of 1836, as the aim was now to build a national
church with a rational and professional structure. It remained in effect until 1979,
apart from 1873–1874 and during the 1930s when it was temporarily repealed.

Spain returned to progressive liberalism for two years during the Progressive
Biennium in 1854–1856. During this period, disentailment recommenced, and
efforts were made to establish religious freedom. There was then a return to mod-
erate liberalism before progressive liberalism reappeared with the Democratic
Sexennium of 1868–1874 (Sexenio Democrático, also known as Six Democratic
Years), following the Glorious Revolution of 1868. It is of note that when revolu-
tionary juntas were being formed in Catalonia, the junta in the town of Reus, in
the district of Tarragona, argued for equality among citizens, eliminated church pri-
vileges, and established civil marriage. The first civil marriage in Spain thus took
place in Catalonia in 1868,35 although civil marriage was not implemented nation-
wide until 1870, when the Provisional Law of Civil Marriage made state-sanctioned
marriage obligatory for the first time. The Provisional Law was considered one of
the triumphs of the 1868 Revolution, although it was moderate in character, allow-
ing a religious ceremony to take place prior to the civil one, unlike in France. In
addition, civil marriage remained subject to the same impediments and indissolu-
bility as marriage celebrated in church. The Provisional Law only remained in place
until February 1875. Its short duration means that the church was the only institu-
tion performing marriages for most of our study period.36

In Alicante, one of the few cities in Spain where the implementation of civil mar-
riage in 1870–1875 has been studied, it is observed that 37 per cent of marriages
during this period were celebrated in church before a civil ceremony took place,
while 28 per cent only had a civil ceremony. How the remaining marriages were
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conducted is unknown. It appears, however, that while civil marriage was imple-
mented in Alicante, the law’s detractors spoke of its limited impact across
Spain.37 Throughout the progressive Democratic Sexennium, the freedom of wor-
ship, assembly, and education, as well as the secularisation of cemeteries, were
implemented. The suppression of the Society of Jesus, the Jesuits, was also decreed,
and the process of desamortización was resumed, running alongside the reforms
laid out in the 1851 Concordat. Nevertheless, the state continued to provide eco-
nomic support for the church. It is important to highlight that in 1868 the First
International was established in Spain (the International Workingmen’s
Association) with the formation of the country’s first anarchist group, following
Mikhail Bakunin, in Catalonia. It is also worth mentioning that the First Spanish
Workers’ Congress, during which the Regional Spanish Federation of the
International Workers’ Association (IWA) was established, was held in Barcelona
in 1870. This made a decisive contribution to the spread of the anarchist movement
in both Catalonia and Spain which signalled growing scepticism towards both pol-
itical and religious organisations.38 At the same time, federal republicans, who had
made political headway in Catalonia during the Constituent Cortes elections of
1869, were promoting the practice of atheism.

After the restoration of the Bourbon monarchy, there was a return to a period of
moderate liberalism. This ran from 1874 to 1931, although our study only covers
the period until 1880. It is worth noting that in 1876 the Constitution was amended
to establish religious tolerance, although still affirming that Catholicism was the
state religion. In fact, the Bourbon Restoration also brought a reinstatement of
the church’s influence within society, as previously suppressed religious orders
were reinstated and new congregations founded.39

From an economic point of view, the Barcelona Area experienced significant
proto-industrialisation in the eighteenth century. This was based on rural industry
and on calico factories mainly located in the city of Barcelona. The region’s agricul-
tural areas also saw an expansion of cultivated land, irrigation, and crop rotation.40

This led to further specialisation in the production of wines and spirits, particularly
in Catalonia’s coastal counties; some of which are included in our study area.
Catalonia also specialised in wine production41 and had close connections with
the colonial market. At the end of the century, early industrialisation arrived
with the introduction of the mechanical spinning jenny, but the War of
Independence, which ran from 1807 to 1814, slowed the pace of industrial develop-
ment, as did the loss of Spain’s American colonies, although it retained Cuba, the
Philippines and Puerto Rico. It was not until the 1830s that an unprecedented
boom in production began, as the cotton textile industry drove an important
surge in industrialisation. This led to a significant decrease in the primary sector
and the integration of the factory system in the secondary sector, transforming
the region’s occupational structure.

The city of Barcelona became one of the first industrial centres in Southern
Europe, benefitting from the proximity of its port.42 The lack of coal in
Catalonia encouraged the use of water-powered machinery, and this led to indus-
trial development along the region’s rivers such as the Llobregat (which also lay in
the Barcelona Area), Besòs, and Ter. It is also worth mentioning the industrialisa-
tion of the towns of Sabadell and Terrassa, both centres of the wool industry, as
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these dominated the regional and national markets. They lay close to Barcelona and
had railway connections to the port.43

In demographic terms, the Barcelona Area went from having just over 60,000
inhabitants in 1717 to over 370,000 in 1860. This can be explained by the signifi-
cant growth of its urban nuclei such as Sabadell, Terrassa and the city of
Barcelona. Barcelona’s population alone increased from nearly 36,000 inhabitants
in the early decades of the eighteenth century to almost 250,000 in the second
half of the nineteenth century. Over the same period, Sabadell’s population
multiplied tenfold and Terrassa’s sixfold until they both had more than 10,000
inhabitants. This growth has traditionally been attributed to in-migration from
rural areas, but it is worth highlighting that migration from other industrial
basins, such as those of the Ter and Llobregat, also played an important role,
especially in the case of Sabadell,44 as a notable portion of these migrants were
already skilled.45

The Barcelona Area was also one of the earliest regions within southern
Europe to experience fertility decline. This decline began in the first half of
the nineteenth century,46 and has also been considered to be an indication of
secularisation.47 Both the fertility decline and the economic transformation
occurred in a society where the stem family, characterised by impartible inherit-
ance, was the predominant family type, present in almost all social groups.48 In
the literature, such families are generally characterised as more traditional and
less receptive to innovation.49

4. The Barcelona Historical Marriage Database and the genealogical
reconstitutionpr

In our analysis we used the Barcelona Historical Marriage Database (BHMD),
which contains over 600,000 marriage licenses recorded in the Llibres
d’Esposalles (Marriage License Books) from 1451 to 1905 for the entire Diocese
of Barcelona, of which the Barcelona Area is a principal component (see
Figure 1). The Diocese comprised approximately 250 parishes in 1900 and the
Marriage License Books recorded the payment of taxes imposed on all marriages
before they could be conducted within the Diocese. The fee charged in each case
depended on the occupation or social position of the groom. Pope Benedict XII
(1328–1423), an Antipope during the Avignon Papacy also known as Pope Luna,
initially granted permission for this tax to be collected, with the primary objective
of financing the construction and maintenance of Barcelona Cathedral. In this art-
icle we focus on the 284,122 marriages recorded between 1715 and 1880 (our full
data sample).

Each entry in the Licence Books records: the date of payment, which almost
always coincides with the date of the marriage celebration; the spouses’ forenames,
surnames and previous marital status; the names of their parents; the date and par-
ish of the celebration; and the groom’s occupation was also generally noted.
Throughout the period of the study, those paying taxes were documented and clas-
sified into seven socioeconomic categories, ranging from nobles at the top to arti-
sans and peasants at the bottom. Those applying to marry, but unable to pay the
fees, were placed in a further category known as Amore Dei, exempt from paying
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as they were considered to be too poor. It should be noted, however, that the
grooms in such cases typically declared that they had a trade.

The study focuses on the Barcelona Area’ or the Oficialitat de Barcelona, the
most populated deanery among the four that comprised the Diocese of
Barcelona. The deanery included towns such as Barcelona, Mataró, Sabadell and
Terrassa which had experienced proto-industrialisation in the mid-eighteenth cen-
tury and early industrialisation in the nineteenth before becoming the most indus-
trialised region in Spain (Figure 1).50 The information on marriages available from
the other three deaneries within the diocese contains significant gaps, discouraging
its use.

Data harmonisation and coding have been applied to the BHMD. The informa-
tion on grooms’ occupations were coded using the Historical International
Classification of Occupations (HISCO).51 Afterwards, the occupations were con-
verted into social groups using the Historical International Social Class
Scheme (HISCLASS).52 The twelve categories presented in HISCLASS have been
regrouped into six groups reflecting the socioeconomic characteristics of the
Barcelona Area (See Table 1). We labelled the topmost layer in the social stratifica-
tion the ‘Elite’. This encompassed all members of the nobility (mainly the lower
nobility) as well as those in high positions of institutional power, such as govern-
ment officials, who are usually placed among Higher Managers in HISCLASS.
Below this group lie the liberal professionals, followed by traders (including
those in high and medium-levels of commerce), those artisans who belonged to
guilds, farmers of all kinds and, finally, day labourers.

All geographical locations (parishes) mentioned in the Marriage Licence Books
have been coded to the municipal boundaries they belonged to in 1860, and all the
parishes within the corresponding boundaries have been geo-referenced. This
approach allowed us to identify all the rural parishes and major urban areas at
that time. Additionally, as outlined in the previous section, we delineated three pol-
itical phases within our study period so that we could examine the potential impact

Figure 1. The Barcelona Area in the Spanish and Catalan contexts.
Source: Barcelona Historical Marriage Database (BHMD). Authors’ elaboration.
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of different political regimes on rates of marriage during Lent. The first, absolutist,
includes the years classified as part of the Old Regime (in the eighteenth century),
and contrasts with the two nineteenth century phases of progressive and moderate
liberalism.

The nominal information contained in each marriage licence allows genealogical
reconstruction, and was used to link together family members in order to examine
the existence of intergenerational transmission of marriage patterns. A subset of
families (Genealogical Sample) was reconstructed by linking parents’ marriages
to those of their children (see Figure 2). The assumption was made that an individ-
ual would appear as a bride or groom before being observed as a parent on their
child’s marriage licence.

To carry out the genealogical reconstitution, we used the BuscaDescendències
(Looking for Offspring) software developed for the ‘Five Centuries of Marriages’
ERC project.53 This software employs an algorithm which calculates three similarity
measures between strings, considering the length of each string and the position of
each letter. The string comparison is based on the ‘Levenshtein Distance’ and a
combination of the ‘Bag Distance’ and ‘Longest Common Substring distances’.
Furthermore, the algorithm is adapted to Catalan phonetics. Constraints were
also introduced into the linkage process to ensure plausible links between mar-
riages: a minimum difference of 15 years and a maximum difference of 50 years
between the marriage of the parents and their child were set. It is important to
note that the record linkage can result in multiple links, due to the prevalence of
common Catalan and Spanish forenames and surnames, so that connections can
be made between unrelated individuals who share the same first and last

Table 1. Codes and classifications used for the main occupations and social status groups found among
grooms in the Barcelona Area (1715–1880)

Occupation/
Social Position Hisco53 Hisclass54 Hisclass Adaptation

Nobility;
Government
Officials

20210 Higher Managers (1) Elite (1)

Jurist,
Physician

12000, 6105 Higher Professionals (2) Liberal Professionals (2)

Merchants57 41020, 41030 Lower Managers (3), Lower
Professional and clerical
(4), Lower clerical and
Sales (5), Foremen (6)

Trade (3)

Weaver, Tailor,
Blacksmith

75400, 79100,
83110

Skilled workers (7), Lower
skilled workers (9)

Artisans (4)

Peasant, Farm
Servant

61110, 62120 Farmers (8), Lower skilled
farm workers (10)

Farmers (5)

Labourer,
Factory
worker

99910, 99930 Unskilled workers (11),
Unskilled farm workers
(12)

Day Labourers (6)

Source: See Figure 1.

Continuity and Change 9

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0268416024000158 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0268416024000158


names.54 The total number of links generated automatically surpassed 400,000 for
the period 1715–1880.

We employed a conservative approach to validate links. First, we considered only
those with a similarity score of 85 per cent or higher. Second, we eliminated any
duplicated links between parents, permitting only one to one linkage. Third, we
only considered licenses which had complete and reliable data on groom’s occupa-
tion and payment of the licence fee. As a result, the final tally of genealogical con-
nections amounted to approximately 123,000 links, composed of children who
married from 1750 onwards.55 In terms of its socioeconomic composition, the
genealogical sample was quite similar to the full sample, as shown in Figure 2.

We should, however, note a potential issue with our record linkage regarding the
proportion of linked sons and daughters. In the BHMD dataset, complete nominal
information on parents was available only for grooms during the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries, while brides typically did not have their fathers’ name and
surname along with their mothers’ first name available. After removing all dupli-
cate entries (children with two potential sets of parents), we observed a discrepancy
in the total number of linked sons and daughters, with 32 per cent of daughters and
68 per cent of men in the genealogical sample between 1750 and 1880 (see Table 2).

The study has further limitations to be considered, such as sample selection
issues, particularly those concerning migrants. The urban centres of Barcelona,
Mataró, Sabadell, and Terrassa served as significant attractors of migratory flows
during the studied period, but we are unable to observe the transmission of mar-
riage behaviour in Lent if individuals migrated into or out of the Barcelona Area.
Our results are therefore restricted to those families where the parents married

Figure 2. Grooms’ social group structure in all cases (Full S.) and in the genealogical sample (Gen. S.) in the
Barcelona Area (1720–1880).
Source: See Figure 1.
Note: In the period 1720–1759, socio-occupational information is derived from parents’ marriages in the genea-
logical sample, as children’s marriages are only available from 1750 onwards. Starting from 1760, the information
is based on children’s marriages.

10 Joana‐Maria Pujadas‐Mora et al.

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0268416024000158 Published online by Cambridge University Press

https://doi.org/10.1017/S0268416024000158


Table 2. Descriptive table of the main variables used in the descriptive and regression analyses

Genealogical Sample

Full Sample Parents Children

Variables Mean Min Max Mean Min Max Mean Min Max

Lenten marriage 0.08 0 1 0.06 0 1 0.08 0 1

Marriage year 1821 1715 1880 1794 1715 1865 1825 1750 1880

Remarried 0.21 0 1 0.07 0 1 0.07 0 1

Amore Dei 0.21 0 1 0.15 0 1 0.19 0 1

Political periods

Old Regime 1715–1807 (A) 0.36 0.57 0.35

Liberal Revolution 1808–1813 (P) 0.02 0.03 0.02

Absolutist Sexennium 1814–1819 (A) 0.03 0.06 0.03

Liberal Triennium 1820–1823 (P) 0.03 0.05 0.03

Ominous Decade 1824–1833 (A) 0.06 0.11 0.07

M. Cristina & Espartero Regency 1834–1843 (P) 0.07 0.09 0.07

Moderate Decade 1844–1853 (M) 0.09 0.06 0.14

Progressive Biennium 1854–1856 (P) 0.03 0.02 0.03

Moderate Biennium 1857–1859 (M) 0.03 0.01 0.03

Liberal Union 1860–1863 (M) 0.05 0.01 0.04

Moderatism Crisis 1864–1867 (M) 0.05 0.00 0.04

Democratic Sexennium 1868–1873 (P) 0.07 . 0.07

(Continued )
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Table 2. (Continued.)

Genealogical Sample

Full Sample Parents Children

Variables Mean Min Max Mean Min Max Mean Min Max

Restoration of the Monarchy 1874–1880 (M) 0.10 . 0.10

Political periods – Categories

Absolutist (A) 0.45 0.73 0.45

Moderate (M) 0.32 0.08 0.34

Progressive (P) 0.23 0.19 0.21

Sibship 2.83 1 17

Daughters 0.32 0 1

Different parish than parents 0.63 0 1

Married same month as parents 0.09 0 1

N 284,122 122,456 122,456

Source: See Figure 1.
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within the study area, and children remained within its boundaries. The geographic
scope of the study is nevertheless extensive, as the study area encompassed around
90 municipalities by the end of the nineteenth century.

Another important issue is the absence of information regarding the ages of the
bride and groom in the Marriage Licence Books. This poses a drawback for demo-
graphic analysis, as it hampers the assessment of how age-related factors may have
affected marriage trends. This inconvenience is offset, however, by the large num-
ber of marriages contained in the Marriage Licence Books and the breadth of their
temporal and geographical coverage. Moreover, since we have information on the
marital status of grooms and brides at the time of marriage, we are able to use
this variable to distinguish between individuals marrying for the first time and
those remarrying; as the latter tend to be older than the former, this variable can
act as a proxy for age.

5. Methods used to measure and study Lenten Marriages

Our analytical strategy was based on two main steps. The first step was to take
accurate measurements of marriage seasonality in order to assess the extent to
which marriages took place in Lent in the Barcelona Area during the period
1715–1880. We used two different indeces of marriage seasonality. The first of
these was the so-called Seasonality Index (SI). This captures the degree of season-
ality within marriages by comparing the number of marriages expected and
observed each month across the year. It has commonly been used in the literature
when considering socioeconomic change.56 The second index was the Lent
Seasonality Index (LSI). Lent, as is well known, is a 40 day liturgical period
based on the lunar calendar, which means that it’s timing varies from year to
year; it can start anywhere between the 4th of February and the 10th of March.
The LSI requires a more accurate calculation of the measurement of seasonality
around a specific period in the religious calendar. Moreover, it also offers a novel
way to look at the impact of particular political moments on the desacralisation
of private lives and the separation of church and state – key element of
European secularisation – that took place during economic and social modernisa-
tion. It also allows us to observe how families influenced the timing of marriage
among their younger generations. The LSI takes the exact days in which Lent
took place into consideration, and thus avoids having to use the month of
March as a proxy for Lent. While the latter is frequently done, it does not always
include all the Lenten days as some can fall in February or April.57 The SI and LSI
can be formulated as follows:

SI = Mx/Dx

My/Dy
LSI = Mq/Dq

My/Dy

Mx is the number of marriages per month, My is the number of marriages per year,
Dx is the number of days of a given month, Dy is the number of days per year, Mq is
the number of marriages in Lent and Dq is the number of days in Lent.

In the second step of our analytical strategy, we tested different determinants
that might influence the probability of marrying in Lent in the Barcelona Area.
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We took the LSI as our dependent variable in order to assess the impact of socio-
economic factors and political regime (absolutism and liberalism)/political ten-
dency of the goverments within liberalism (moderates vs progressives) amongst
the cases in the full sample and that of the demographic and familial characteristics
in the genealogical sample across the 1750–1880 period (see Table 2). We used lin-
ear probability models (LPMs) as this type of model makes the interpretation of
regression coefficients for binary outcomes easier than if logit regression is used.
Additionally, LPMs enable comparison across samples, which is not feasible with
odds ratios.58 LPMs also provide protection from omitted variables which are
not associated with our independent variable, unlike in logistic regression.

We created a categorical independent variable defining the political period in
which a couple married, based on the political phases experienced in Spain during
the nineteenth century (see Table 2). The Old (absolutist) Regime was assumed to
last from 1715 until 1807, while the moderate liberal goverments (in which, for stat-
istical robustness, we included the 1814–1819 and the 1824–1833 periods of absolut-
ism) and the progressive liberal goverments alternated throughout the nineteenth
century. Additionally, we incorporated different interactions between the political
periods, the individual’s social background, and their demographic and familial char-
acteristics in our models, to determine if different combinations might amplify or
modify the likelihood that a couple would observe the restrictions around celebrating
marriage during Lent. Furthermore, because we expected a linear increase in the
number of Lenten marriages over time, all our models included a year trend indicator
to control for such temporal trends.

6. Measuring Lenten marriages in the Barcelona Area across the eighteenth
and nineteenth centuries

Since the end of the eighteenth century, the Barcelona Area witnessed the emer-
gence and gradual establishment of industrialisation. Concurrently, there was a pro-
gressive shift in the distribution of marriages throughout the year. In the period,
1720–1759 – which does not correspond to the political periods mentioned
above, as we only seek here to describe the phenomenon – marriages were concen-
trated in February, while March was avoided. However, by our last period,
1840–1879 – also not corresponding to the political periods –, marriages occurred
much more evenly across the year, apart from a concentration in December (see
Figure 3). This shift towards a peak of marriages in December has also been
observed in other countries, such as Sweden.59

Over the long term, marriages during Lent steadily increased in frequency from
the early eighteenth to the late nineteenth century (see Figure 4). Growth in the
Lent Seasonality Index (LSI) became notably steeper from the 1780s onwards, coin-
ciding with the changes in occupational structure brought about by the relatively
early industrialisation of Catalonia and the Barcelona Area.60

Several marked peaks and troughs in the LSI can also be observed during the
first half of the nineteenth century. For instance, the highest value occurs around
1808, the first year of the Peninsular War (1808–1814) during which Napoleon’s
troops invaded Spain. This tallies with increased non-observance of religious holi-
days observed in Catalonia during the same period mentioned by Moliner Prada,
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and the increase in divorce cases demonstrated by Costa.61 Marriages during Lent
increased during Progressive periods such as 1814–1819 and 1823–1833, while dur-
ing the periods when the absolute monarchy was restored in 1814–1819 and
1823–1833 they decreased (see Figure 4). Progressive periods also saw decreases
in Easter observance in cities such as Barcelona.62 Moliner Prada asserts that this
was a consequence of a partial secularisation of the people, which was not as evi-
dent in other Spanish cities.

The period 1840–1880 was characterised by smaller fluctuations in the occur-
rence of marriages during Lent. There is a linear increase in the LSI towards
zero over time, indicating that Lenten marriages were becoming as normally dis-
tributed as other marriages; i.e., the population were no longer observing religious
guidelines regarding Easter. This change occurred in parallel with an increase in the
number of couples obtaining their marriage license free of charge, as socio-
economic inequality increased in the Barcelona Area.63

When social groups are considered, the Elite never showed a seasonal attitude
towards Lent, while Farmers were the group most likely to avoid Lenten marriages
across the study period. However, both groups were experiencing a decline in
relative numbers (see Figure 5). Artisans and, in particular, Traders exhibited a
clear evolution in their marriage seasonality, shifting from avoidance of Lenten
marriages to more flexible behaviour in the nineteenth century. Throughout the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, the commercial sector played a prominent
role in the formation of the bourgeoisie of Barcelona, making a decisive contribu-
tion to the economic modernisation of the region.64 Traders were involved in both
the import of manufactured goods and grain and the export of viticultural products.
There was also significant trade with Spain’s colonies. By the nineteenth century
merchants in the Barcelona Area were highly dynamic with multiple investments

Figure 3. Index of marriage seasonality (SI) by month; in Barcelona Area, by a 30 year period, during 1720–1880.
Source: See Figure 1.
Note: The vertical axis displays the Index of marriage seasonality, while the horizontal axis shows months. Each line
represents the period in years marriages took place.
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Figure 4. Index of relative frequency of Lent marriages (LSI) in the Barcelona Area, during 1715–1880, showing political periods.
Source: See Figure 1.
Note: The vertical axis displays the index of relative frequency of Lenten marriages (LSI) while the horizontal axis shows years when marriages took place. The legend on the figure repre-
sents the following periods: (1) Old Regime, (2) Liberal Revolution, (3) Absolutist Sexennium, (4) Liberal Triennium, (5) Ominous Decade, (6) Maria Cristina & Espartero Regency, (7)
Moderate Decade, (8) Progressive Biennium, (9) Moderate Biennium, (10) Liberal Union, (11) Moderatism Crisis, (12) Democratic Sexennium, (13) Restoration of the Monarchy.
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Figure 5. Index of relative frequency of Lenten marriages (LSI) in the Barcelona Area, during 1715–1880, for selected social groups.
Source: See Figure 1.
Note: The vertical axis displays the index of relative frequency of Lenten marriages (LSI) while the horizontal axis show years were marriages took place.
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and closely tied to industrial development as well as the execution of public works.
It is important to note, however, that particularly during the second half of the
nineteenth century, merchants, industrialists, and others remained important pil-
lars of the Church in the Barcelona Area, a trend that continued into the twentieth
century.65

Although each social group presented a different level of observance of the pro-
scription on Lenten marriages, a general increase in the LSI is observed, indicating
that there was a common move away from the observance of Lent. There was a sig-
nificant increase in the number of marriages during Lent in all social groups from
the 1780s onwards, even among the farmers in rural areas, which suggests that the
change was due not just to economics but that a cultural/religious shift in attitudes
to marriage was also taking place. According to evidence provided in episcopal
reports from different Catalan dioceses from the early nineteenth century onwards,
these new attitudes can be understood as a growth in the loss of Christian values
amongst the population as they increasingly distanced themselves from religious
practices. Later in the century such attitudinal changes would be associated with
the advancement of liberalism, socialism, freemasonry, and Protestantism.66

Similar attitudinal changes have also been noted in rural Catholic societies in the
Netherlands and France where, in the latter case, they would be accompanied by
an early decline in fertility (see Figure 5).67

7. Political and societal factors influencing the likelihood of getting married
during Lent

One of the main issues when disentangling the determinants behind the increasing
incidence of Lenten marriages is discerning between time trends and the influence
of political, cultural and societal factors. We started by using the full sample dataset
of marriages to test the dependent variable of propensity to marry in Lent by social
group, controlling for the annual trend between 1715–1880. Our first model
(Model 1, Table 3) indicates that the social group to which a groom belonged deter-
mined the probability that he would get married during Lent. Our reference group
in the model was ‘Farmers’ who were the group least likely to marry during Lent,
while better-off groups such as the elite, liberal professionals and traders were most
likely to do so; they had a 4 to 3 percentage point higher probability of marrying in
Lent than the farmers.

In Model 2 (Table 3), we included the different political periods seen in Spain
during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. It is noticeable that the earlier
Progressive periods (P), such as the Liberal Revolution during the Napoleonic
Wars and the Liberal Triennium, showed higher incidences of Lenten marriage.
To put the Liberal Triennium in context, this period saw a widespread decline in
traditional celebrations and the emergence of politically- and civically-oriented fes-
tivities.68 This trend continued throughout the nineteenth century, albeit at a
slightly slower pace, and can be seen in Barcelona during the Moderate Decade
(1844–1854), when radical progressivism prevailed and gave wings to subversive
popular culture.69 It is worth recalling that it was during this decade that the
Concordat of 1851 was signed, and the Church began to regain some of its social
standing before the advent of more moderate liberalism.70 In any case, all political
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periods in the nineteenth century consistently show probabilities of Lenten mar-
riages some 1.5 to 4 percentage points higher than those prevailing during the
Old Regime in the previous century.

Andrés Gallego (1994), amongst others, has documented the increasing disre-
gard for the traditional marriage calendar in Spain, accompanied by a decline in
the observance of religious practice, since the late eighteenth century.71 In the par-
ticular case of Catalonia, it is worth highlighting the reports of Catalan bishops
Antoni Palau i Termens (1862) and Pantaleón Montserrat Navarro (1868), which
depict Barcelona as ‘a spiritually backward city where corruption of customs was
fostered by the tolerance of prostitution, gambling, blasphemy, and other vices’.72

Overall, when predicting the probability that marriages will take place in Lent at
different times, while controlling for time trends and incorporating the interaction

Table 3. Linear probability model regression estimates on the probability of marrying in Lent by social
groups and political periods

Model 1 SE Model 2 SE

Farmers (Ref.)

Elite 0.038*** 0.006 0.039*** 0.006

Liberal Prof. 0.029*** 0.003 0.030*** 0.003

Traders 0.031*** 0.002 0.032*** 0.002

Artisans 0.025*** 0.001 0.026*** 0.001

Day Labourers 0.017*** 0.001 0.018*** 0.001

Old Regime 1715–1807 (A) (Ref.)

Liberal Revolution 1808–1813 (P) 0.039*** 0.005

Absolutist Sexennium 1814–1819 (A) 0.013*** 0.003

Liberal Triennium 1820–1823 (P) 0.022*** 0.004

Ominous Decade 1824–1833 (A) 0.012*** 0.003

M. Cristina & Espartero Regency
1834–1843 (P)

0.016*** 0.003

Moderate Decade 1844–1853 (M) 0.014*** 0.003

Progressive Biennium 1854–1856 (P) 0.019*** 0.004

Moderate Biennium 1857–1859 (M) 0.018*** 0.004

Liberal Union 1860–1863 (M) 0.014*** 0.004

Moderatism Crisis 1864–1867 (M) 0.016*** 0.004

Democratic Sexennium 1868–1873 (P) 0.013** 0.004

Restoration of Monarchy 1874–1885 (M) 0.014*** 0.004

Year trend YES YES

N 278,506 278,506

adj. R2 0.007 0.007

Source: See Figure 1.
Note: Only those coefficients with statistically robust standard errors (SE) are shown. *p < 0.05, **p < 0.01, ***p < 0.001.
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with political periods, our models confirm that all political periods in the nine-
teenth century exhibited a higher probability of Lenten marriages than that of
the Old Regime, as shown in Figure 6. While the probability of getting married
in Lent was 0.07 in the Old Regime, during the early progressive periods, this prob-
ability rose to 0.1 during the Liberal Revolution (1808–1813) and to 0.09 during the
Liberal Triennium (1820–1823), and thereafter the probability stabilised at around
0.08.

Next, as shown in Table 4, we successively introduced various political, socio-
economic, and demographic variables related to marriage to examine their poten-
tial association with the incidence of Lenten marriages. In Model 3, in addition to
the different social groups, we include absolutist (reference category), moderate,
and progressive political regimes. Once time trends were accounted for, only the
terms of progressive government showed a significant difference from the reference
category, displaying an average probability of Lenten marriages that was 1.2 per-
centage points higher than that of the absolutist regime, as shown in Figure 7.

In Model 4, we introduce additional socioeconomic and demographic variables,
specifically: the proportion of individuals exempt from paying the marriage license
fee because of poverty (Amore Dei), and the percentage of couples where at least
one of the spouses had been married previously (remarriage). Exemption from
the marriage license fee showed a slight positive association with an increased like-
lihood of being married during Lent. However, the proportion of marriages involv-
ing the remarriage of a widow or widower had a more substantial effect as they had
an approximately 2 percentage-point higher probability of marrying in Lent than
couples where both bride and groom were marrying for the first time. The
Amore Dei and remarriage variables suggest that, in some instances, individuals
who were facing more vulnerable situations, such as poverty or widow(er)hood,
may have been less selective when choosing a marriage date, or they may have pre-
ferred to marry during periods when celebrations were more muted, such as Lent
which was seen as a time when lavish behaviours were to be avoided. Weddings
during Lent did not include a nuptial Mass, which reduced the social significance
of the ceremony,73 which must have been a benefit for more disadvantaged couples.

In Models 5 and 6, we included interaction terms between the political regimes,
remarriage and Amore Dei variables. The interaction coefficients show that there
was no additive effect of combining a particular type of political regime with
being remarried or marriage tax-exempt, suggesting that all three factors contribu-
ted to the occurrence of Lenten marriages separately. This may be because the pre-
vailing political regime is more of a contextual determinant, while remarriage and
poverty were more structural factors in determining whether a marriage took place
in Lent.

Our final step, shown in Figure 7, was to predict the probability of Lenten mar-
riages under the different types of political regime for each social group (based on
Model 7, see Table 5). Amongst the elite, liberal professionals, and traders, there
was no difference in the probability of marrying in Lent across the different political
regimes. However, amongst Artisans and farmers, in particular, we observe a clear
gradient with a lower probability of marrying in Lent under an absolutist regime,
followed by successively higher probabilities under moderate and then progressive
governments.
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8. Was the change in the marriage calendar also a family matter?

In this section, we investigate whether factors such as the sex of an individual or
their marriage order within their sibling group, which was taken as a proxy for
birth order,74 affected their willingness to break with the traditional marriage cal-
endar and marrying during Lent. We also consider whether the timing of weddings
was indeed transmitted from parents to their children, affecting their attitude
towards the liturgical and religious calendar, and generating a sense of belonging
to a particular social group. In societies such as Catalonia, where there were strong
family ties and the stem family was the predominant family system, such vertical
transmission of culture was particularly important, as it helped to sustain the social
system. Under the region’s inheritance system, the sole heir to an estate received
three quarters of its total value as their inheritance the moment they signed their
marriage contract; the remaining one quarter of the estate was, by law, distributed
among the heir’s siblings.

Although the stem family in Catalonia has frequently been associated with rural
areas it was the predominant family form across almost all social groups in the
region,75 and adapted completely to proto-industrialisation and industrialisation.76

Nuclear families also followed a system of impartible inheritance by instituting a
single heir. This is because only a stem family could produce another stem family,
as the parents would only remain with the heir. The rest of the children would end
up creating a nuclear family unless they married an heir/heiress and moved in with
their in-laws. Also, in the long run the stem family would necessarily become a
nuclear family as the parents would die before their heir child. Thus, many families

Figure 6. Probability of marrying in Lent by political period, 1715–1880, controlling for social group and year
trend, in the Barcelona Area.
Source: See Figure 1.
Note: The probabilities were calculated taking the interaction between political periods and social groups into
account, and adjusting for the year trend using Model 2 (Table 3).
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Table 4. LPM regression estimates of the probability of marrying in Lent, interactions between social groups, political regimes and sociodemographic characteristics

Model 3 SE Model 4 SE Model 5 SE Model 6 SE

Farmers (Ref.)

Elite 0.038*** 0.006 0.038*** 0.006 0.038*** 0.006 0.038*** 0.006

Liberal Prof. 0.029*** 0.003 0.030*** 0.003 0.030*** 0.003 0.030*** 0.003

Traders 0.032*** 0.002 0.032*** 0.002 0.032*** 0.002 0.031*** 0.002

Artisans 0.026*** 0.001 0.025*** 0.001 0.025*** 0.001 0.025*** 0.001

Day Labourers 0.017*** 0.001 0.015*** 0.001 0.015*** 0.001 0.016*** 0.001

Moderate 0.008*** 0.002 0.008*** 0.002 0.010*** 0.002 0.008*** 0.002

Progressive 0.012*** 0.002 0.011*** 0.002 0.013*** 0.002 0.013*** 0.002

Remarriage 0.019*** 0.001 0.025*** 0.002 0.019*** 0.001

Amore Dei 0.007*** 0.001 0.007*** 0.001 0.013*** 0.002

Moderate X Remarriage −0.012*** 0.003

Progressive X Remarriage −0.009** 0.004

Moderate X Amore Dei −0.008** 0.003

Progressive X Amore Dei −0.012*** 0.003

Year trend YES YES YES YES

N 278,506 278,506 278,506 278,506

adj. R2 0.007 0.008 0.008 0.008

Source: See Figure 1.
Note: Coefficients and robust standard errors (SE) displayed. *p < 0.05, **p < 0.01, ***p < 0.001.
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appointed an heir to whom they could pass on their assets, even if they owned very
little. This logic reinforced vertical family structures, with the likely result that atti-
tudes and behaviours towards religion and its practice were passed down from one
generation to the next.

We therefore modelled the likelihood of marrying in Lent using the genealogical
database (see section 4) which incorporates links between parents and children. In
Models 7 and 8 (Table 5), we included different familial and demographic charac-
teristics of both the parents (Generation 1; G1) and children (Generation 2; G2). In
Model 7, we observe that the likelihood of the younger generation marrying in Lent
was higher if their parents did too: the probability of children marrying in Lent was
1.3 percentage points higher if their parents also married in Lent than if their par-
ents married at another time of year. This strongly suggests that the family is a con-
veyor of religious attitudes, even although these attitudes are not necessarily
traditional ones. In other words, beliefs, norms, values, attitudes, and behaviours
are not static, but adapt to changing economic and political times. Although it
might have been thought that being female would be associated with marked dif-
ferences compared to men, this was not the case. Marrying in a different parish
from the one in which one’s parents married – which was used as a proxy for
migrant status – seemed to have a slight effect on the chances of marrying in
Lent. Here, the distance migrated could encourage individuals to break with the
traditional religious attitudes which they had absorbed during childhood and ado-
lescence. Overall, our findings relating to parents’ behaviours showed that the latter
did, to some extent, influence their children’s decisions on whether or not to marry

Figure 7. Probability of marrying in Lent by political regime and social group, in the Barcelona Area 1715–1880.
Source: See Figure 1.
Note: Predicted probabilities based on model 7 (Table 5) using interaction terms (table not shown) in our regressions
between the political phase and the social groups. Coefficients and robust standard errors (SE) displayed. *p < 0.05,
**p < 0.01, ***p < 0.001.
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during Lent, except when children migrated before they married. Thus, the
observed transmission of a preferred time to marry between generations of the
same family indicates that the family was indeed a key institution in the transmis-
sion of beliefs, norms, values, attitudes, and behaviours.77

While we observe a positive association between parents’ and children’s Lenten
marriages, the same does not hold for the transmission of the month of marriage,
which suggests that what was being transmitted was not the timing of marriage per
se, but a specific inclination or disinclination to marry during Lent.

In Model 8 (Table 5), we included the social group to which the younger gen-
eration in the genealogical dataset belonged. In essence, this displays a pattern simi-
lar to the one observed in the full dataset. However, it is interesting to note that
even when controlling for the children’s social group, the coefficient for the inter-
generational transmission of non-observance of Lent was still statistically

Table 5. LPM regression estimates on the probability of marrying in Lent intergenerationally, the
Barcelona Area (1750–1880)

Model 7 SE Model 8 SE

Lenten Marriage G1 0.013*** 0.003 0.011*** 0.003

Sibling’s Marriage order (1st Ref.)

2nd 0.001 0.002 0.001 0.002

3rd 0.006 0.003 0.006* 0.003

4th or + 0.015*** 0.004 0.015*** 0.004

Difference in years (Marriage G2-G1) 0.000** 0.000 0.000** 0.000

Sibship −0.002*** 0.000 −0.001*** 0.000

Daughter 0.000 0.002 −0.001 0.002

Different parish than parents 0.015*** 0.002 0.011*** 0.002

Amore Dei G1 −0.001 0.002 −0.001 0.002

Amore Dei G2 0.013*** 0.002 0.012*** 0.002

Social Mobility (Social group) 0.004* 0.002 0.001 0.002

Farmers (Ref.) G1

Elite G1 0.048*** 0.012

Liberal Prof. G1 0.047*** 0.006

Traders G1 0.044*** 0.004

Artisans G1 0.032*** 0.002

Day Labourers G1 0.020*** 0.002

Year trend YES YES

N 122,456 121,752

adj. R2 0.002 0.004

Source: See Figure 1.
Note: Coefficients and robust standard errors (SE) displayed. *p < 0.05, **p < 0.01, ***p < 0.001.
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significant; suggesting once again, that parental influence had an independent
effect, regardless of the children’s social group. The family is thus seen to have
been more important than social group or class in influencing marriage
behaviour.78

In the last set of models, shown in Table 6, we included all the sociodemographic
and socioeconomic variables we had for both parents (G1) and children (G2),
together with the information on the political regimes under which G1 and G2
married. In Model 9, we see that the political regime in which G2 married was cor-
related with their probability of marrying during Lent, but the latter was not cor-
related with the political regime in which their parents married. However, the
coefficients in Model 9 are always read in comparison to the reference group: abso-
lutism, and during periods of absolute monarchy, as we have seen, the proportions
of Lenten marriages was much lower, particularly during the eighteenth century. In
Models 10–13, we therefore included dummies for the Moderate periods against all
other political regimes (Model 10 and 11) and for progressive periods against all
other political regimes (models 12 and 13). When each case is taken separately,
we can see that when children marry in either moderate or progressive periods
there is a positive correlation with Lenten marriages, and a matching positive effect
on the intergenerational transmission of a propensity to marry during Lent (Model 10
considers moderate periods and Model 12 Progressive ones). However, the interaction
between political regime and the intergenerational transmission of marriage outside
Lent shows no statistically significant or substantial additive effect of having parents
who married in Lent and the individual being analysed being exposed to a particular
liberal period. In other words, the results show that both structural family influences
and contextual political influences coexisted independently.

9. Conclusions

This study has confirmed that there was a progressive change in marriage season-
ality in the Barcelona Area, with the emergence of a peak in December starting as
early as in the 1800s–1830s and an increase in the number of marriages that took
place during Lent across the nineteenth century. However, as the aim of this article
was to consider the changes related to Lent, we did not pursue analysis of the evo-
lution of the December peak in marriages, an aspect that has been much studied in
other contexts.

Farmers adhered more closely to the traditional religious calendar, even as the
primary sector declined in the Barcelona Area during the nineteenth century. On
the other hand, the upper classes and artisans were more likely to marry during
Lent. This difference can be explained by two factors: class behaviour regarding
marriage and structural changes in the labour market. Traditionally, farmers tended
to have more socially homogeneous marriages than other groups, except for the
nobility, even during the nineteenth century. The higher incidence of inter-class
marriage amongst the other social groups can be interpreted as these groups for-
ging ken and business relationships, something seen in nineteenth century
Barcelona.79

We have also shown that the specific work characteristics and economic dynam-
ics of each occupational group influenced the seasonal changes in marriage.
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Table 6. LPM regressions estimates in the probability of marrying in Lent in the genealogical sample, the Barcelona Area (1750–1880)

Model 9 SE Model 10 SE Model 11 SE Model 12 SE Model 13 SE

Moderate G1 (ref. Absolutist) 0.002 0.004

Progressive G1 (ref.
Absolutist)

0.000 0.003

Moderate G2 (ref. Absolutist) 0.030*** 0.002 0.020*** 0.002 0.020*** 0.002

Progressive G2 (ref.
Absolutist)

0.031*** 0.002 0.017*** 0.002 0.018*** 0.002

Lenten Marriage G1 0.006 0.003 0.008* 0.003 0.010* 0.004 0.009** 0.003 0.012** 0.004

Farmers (Ref.) G1

Elite G1 0.037** 0.013 0.009 0.013 0.009 0.013 0.012 0.013 0.012 0.013

Liberal Prof. G1 0.037*** 0.007 0.010 0.007 0.010 0.007 0.012 0.007 0.011 0.007

Traders G1 0.032*** 0.004 0.014*** 0.004 0.014*** 0.004 0.016*** 0.004 0.016*** 0.004

Artisans G1 0.026*** 0.002 0.009*** 0.002 0.009*** 0.002 0.010*** 0.002 0.010*** 0.002

Day Labourers G1 0.014*** 0.002 0.007** 0.002 0.007** 0.002 0.008*** 0.002 0.008*** 0.002

Farmers (Ref.) G2

Elite G2 0.005 0.013 0.040*** 0.013 0.040*** 0.013 0.042*** 0.014 0.042*** 0.014

Liberal Prof. G2 0.011 0.007 0.039*** 0.007 0.039*** 0.007 0.040*** 0.007 0.040*** 0.007

Traders G2 0.012** 0.004 0.034*** 0.004 0.034*** 0.004 0.037*** 0.004 0.037*** 0.004

Artisans G2 0.008*** 0.002 0.026*** 0.002 0.026*** 0.002 0.027*** 0.002 0.027*** 0.002

Day Labourers G2 0.006** 0.002 0.015*** 0.002 0.015*** 0.002 0.017*** 0.002 0.017*** 0.002
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Sibling’s Marriage order (1st
Ref.)

2nd 0.002 0.002 0.001 0.002 0.001 0.002 0.002 0.002 0.002 0.002

3rd 0.006* 0.003 0.005 0.003 0.005 0.003 0.008* 0.003 0.008* 0.003

4th or + 0.012** 0.004 0.012** 0.004 0.012** 0.004 0.015*** 0.004 0.015*** 0.004

Difference in years (Marriage
G2-G1)

0.000*** 0.000 0.000*** 0.000 0.000*** 0.000 0.000** 0.000 0.000** 0.000

Sibship −0.002*** 0.000 −0.001** 0.000 −0.001** 0.000 −0.002*** 0.000 −0.002*** 0.000

Daughter 0.002 0.002 −0.000 0.002 −0.000 0.002 0.000 0.002 0.000 0.002

Different parish than parents 0.007*** 0.002 0.009*** 0.002 0.009*** 0.002 0.010*** 0.002 0.010*** 0.002

Amore Dei G1 0.001 0.002 −0.001 0.002 −0.001 0.002 −0.001 0.002 −0.001 0.002

Amore Dei G2 0.008*** 0.002 0.011*** 0.002 0.011*** 0.002 0.011*** 0.002 0.011*** 0.002

Social Mobility (Social
group)

0.001 0.002 0.002 0.002 0.002 0.002 0.002 0.002 0.002 0.002

Moderate G2 X Lenten
Marriage G1

−0.005 0.007

Progressive G2 X Lenten
Marriage G2

−0.011 0.008

Year trend YES YES YES YES YES

N 121,547 121,547 121,547 121,547 121,547

adj. R2 0.007 0.006 0.006 0.005 0.005

Source: See Figure 1.
Note: Coefficients and robust standard errors (SE) displayed. *p < 0.05, **p < 0.01, ***p < 0.001.
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Workers in occupations that were, by the beginning of the nineteenth century, fully
integrated into an industrial work calendar – which was more uniform throughout
the year than the agricultural cycle – were increasingly driven to celebrate their
marriages in December. This trend was particularly noticeable among artisans,
who gradually shifted from being organised through the guilds to being fully inte-
grated into the factory system. Similar changes were observed among day labourers,
who were increasingly likely to undertake tasks related to the newly established fac-
tories. As both of these occupational groups constituted the majority of workers in
the Barcelona Area, their behaviour helped to change the overall pattern of mar-
riage seasonality towards a December peak.

The pattern of nuptiality among the elite groups was, on the other hand, unre-
lated to the religious calendar. Even during industrialisation, the growing bour-
geoisie retained this pattern. We must bear in mind, of course, that Catalonia
was considered Spain’s ‘factory’ and industrialisation in the Barcelona Area arrived
early compared to that in other Spanish or southern European regions. The Port of
Barcelona also acted as an important channel for the diffusion and transmission of
new ideas and behaviours.

This study has also shed light on the family determinants that drove the changes
in the seasonality of marriage. Our models show substantial effects indicating that
adherence to the traditional wedding calendar was prone to be transmitted between
the generations. Even more interestingly, there was evidence to show that exposure
to a particular political regime, could affect nuptiality independent of any interge-
nerational influence on Lenten marriages, although the two factors were in play at
the same time. This strengthens the argument that familial transmission of ideas
and behaviours was maintained across time, regardless of the political situation.
The importance of transmission within the family makes sense in a society marked
by the strong ties forged by a long tradition of stem families which fostered a system
of impartible inheritance, where one child became the sole heir. However, the fact
that familial influence was not the only explanation for the changes in the celebra-
tion of marriage during Lent may be attributed to the signs of erosion within the
sole heir system observed throughout the nineteenth century. In Barcelona, this
erosion was driven by the city’s early and intense industrialisation as it rose to
prominence, offering a new destination and opportunities for both heirs and
second sons. A further opportunity for the younger generation was reflected in
an increase in overseas migration, particularly to America.80 Additionally, there
was an increasing insecurity in the countryside as a result of the conflicts/confron-
tations against France and the Carlist wars, together with a progressive decline in
agrarian income. The winds of liberalism brought more egalitarian and individual-
istic ideologies and these also helped to modify the dynamics of inheritance.81 It
should also be borne in mind that increased nuptiality and earlier marriage were
observed across the time period addressed by our study. Similar changes were
observed during the English Industrial Revolution up until the second third of
the nineteenth century.82 At that same moment, a decline in marital fertility
marked the beginning of the Demographic Transition in Catalonia. This decline,
following the footsteps of France, was relatively early compared to those in other
Spanish provinces and in many other Southern European countries.
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The politics of the study period were also crucial to the move towards secular-
isation, and they affected marriage seasonality. During more progressive periods
such as the Liberal Triennium (1820–1823) and the Democratic Sexennium
(1868–1874) Spanish society moved towards secularisation and there was a greater
propensity for Lenten marriages. Despite its short duration, the introduction of civil
marriage between 1870 and 1875 was important for the secularisation process as it
was the first time that legal conditions relating to the family had been put in place
since the introduction of the Tridentine Doctrine by Royal Decree of 12 July 1564,
sanctioned by Felipe II.83 Within the new liberal political order, the family was
viewed as the foundation on which social and public order were built, as it was
within the bosom of their family that individuals learned to be good citizens.84

The legislation based on such views reinforced the shift in the mentality of the
popular masses, further distancing them from the church, a key factor in the secu-
larisation of Spain during the nineteenth century.85

In fact, both periods (the Liberal Triennium and the Democratic Sexennium)
accelerated the irreversible secularisation that was already taking place in the
Spanish society. After 1835 there were various episodes of anticlericalism, and
relaxation of religious norms became increasingly evident. The celebration of the
first civil marriage in Spain, in Catalonia in 1868, before the law on civil marriage
was introduced, was a clear symptom of secularisation, although previously the
movement towards a secular society had been slowed down by the restoration of
absolutism earlier in the century (1814–1820). An analysis of the different political
periods that occurred in Spain throughout the nineteenth century has thus allowed
us to evaluate the influence of the relationship between the state and the church on
marriage formation. In the long term, the introduction of liberalism marked a clear
breakdown of the traditional wedding calendar and represented a point of no return
as, from then on, an increasing number of marriages were celebrated during Lent.
The influence of liberalism was clear, regardless of whether it took a more progres-
sive form, as in the early nineteenth century, or more a conservative one, as in the
second half of the century.

There was a parallel trend in non-observance of religion, throughout the nine-
teenth century; Easter compliance with traditional marriage patterns fell, as did
attendance at mass and the bishops of Barcelona alleged that immorality was
increasing. Although all these elements constitute signs of the secularisation of
society, this does not mean that the importance of the church as an institution
sanctioning marriage had diminished. One reason for this was that no other insti-
tution could fulfill the latter role. A diocesan survey of Tarragona (Catalonia) car-
ried out in 1932 underscores the fact that marriages were still being performed by
the church during the Second Republic (1931–1936) – the period of greatest secu-
larisation in modern Spain – even though civil marriage had been sanctioned and
divorce legalised. However, the wedding calendar no longer followed the liturgical
cycle but reflected individual preferences and the constraints of work. Even today,
church ceremonies add social value and solemnity to the celebration of important
milestones in the life cycle.86

That the Catholic church continues to ratify marriages, especially in light of its
economic support by the state, has been understood to show a lack of secularisation
in Spanish society and has been been taken as evidence of the weakness, or failure,
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of the construction of a Liberal state in Spain.87 For decades this argument has been
challenged on the basis of arguments by authors such as Moreno Luzón & Archilés
(2007) and Núñez Seixas (2018), among others.88 It is true that Spanish secularisa-
tion must be understood as a ‘conflictive secularisation’, pitting the church against
the state in a bid for power89 as the country became an increasingly urban and
modern society, but Spanish society, specifically in the Barcelona Area, has
shown signs of secularising behaviour since the early nineteenth century, as
illustrated by the changes in the wedding calendar that accelerated during progres-
sive political periods. Compared to other Catholic regions in Spain and Europe,
Catalonia, the Barcelona Area, and the city of Barcelona in particular, were pioneers
in their failure to avoid marriage during Lent.

However, the characteristics of individuals; such as whether they were marrying
for a second time, or adopted the same marriage behaviour as their parents, also
help to explain the changing propensity to marry during Lent. The family therefore
clearly emerges as a determining factor in demographic behaviour and, above all, in
religious change. Indeed, the stem family withstood industrialisation, demographic
modernisation, and religious change even as the system of inheritance that sup-
ported it was gradually being eroded. Marriage during Lent can be seen as merely
a superficial manifestation of the relegation of religion to the private sphere, the loss
of the church’s influence on mentalities and behaviours, and the waning of religious
observance in Europe in recent centuries.90 It must be remembered that the church
never actually prohibited the celebration of marriage during Lent, although it did
discourage it until the Second Vatican Council of 1962–1965. It remained true to
its principles; its attitude towards marriage during Lent did not change, but the atti-
tude of brides and grooms did.91
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French Abstract

Cet article aborde la question des rapports entre politique et religion, en même temps qu’il
tient compte du rôle des mutations économiques liées à l’industrialisation, face à l’influ-
ence familiale. Ces forces, imbriquées, contribuèrent, chacune, à faire abandonner le calen-
drier traditionnel des mariages religieux, au cours des XVIIIe et XIXe siècles, dans la
région de Barcelone. Nous étudions le cas de l’‘Oficialitat de Barcelona’, l’un des quatre
doyennés catholiques, en l’occurrence le plus peuplé de ces secteurs qui formaient le
diocèse de Barcelone. Nous utilisons la Base de données historiques concernant les mari-
ages célébrés à Barcelone dans la période 1715-1880. Nous calculons statistiques descrip-
tives et modèles de probabilité linéaire. Nos conclusions principales font ressortir une
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évolution progressive modifiant la saisonnalité des mariages : nous observons un nombre
croissant de mariages formés pendant la période de Carême, tout au long du XIXe siècle,
ainsi que l’émergence d’un pic de mariages au mois de décembre, dans le premier tiers du
XIXe siècle. Alors que le secteur primaire était sur le déclin, les agriculteurs furent enclins
à conserver le calendrier traditionnel pour convoler, tandis que les classes sociales
favorisées et les artisans furent de plus en plus susceptibles de se marier pendant le
Carême. En temps de politique libérale, lorsqu’on nota des avancées vers la laïcisation,
la proportion des mariages célébrés durant le Carême augmenta. Cependant,
indépendamment du moment politique, les unions de Carême eurent tendance à se repro-
duire d’une génération à l’autre, ce qui confirme la permanence d’une influence de la
famille sur le calendrier saisonnier des mariages en Espagne.

German Abstract

Dieser Beitrag will analysieren, wie das Zusammenspiel von Politik und Religion,
ökonomischer Transformation in Zuge der Industrialisierung und Familie dazu beitrug,
dass während des 18. und 19. Jahrhunderts im Gebiet des Oficialitat de Barcelona, dem
bevölkerungsreichsten Dekanat der vier Dekanate in der Diözese Barcelona, der traditio-
nelle religiöse Heiratskalender aufgegeben wurde. Dazu nutzen wir die Barcelona
Historical Marriage Database, die den Zeitraum 1715-1880 umfasst, um deskriptive
statistische Maße und lineare Wahrscheinlichkeitsmodelle zu berechnen. Unsere
Hauptergebnisse deuten auf einen fortschreitenden Wandel der Heiratssaisonalität,
wonach das ganze 19. Jahrhundert hindurch die Zahl der Heiraten in der Fastenzeit
zunahm und im frühen 19. Jahrhundert ein Höhepunkt von Heiraten im Dezember auf-
trat. Obwohl die Beschäftigung im primären Sektor abnahm, tendiertren Landwirte dazu,
dem traditionellen Heiratskalender verhaftet zu bleiben, während die Oberschichten und
Handwerker zunehmend dazu tendierten, in der Fastenzeit zu heiraten. In Phasen, in
denen der Liberalismus politisch einflussreich war und wichtige Schritte zur
Säkularisierung unternommen wurden, stieg der Anteil der Heiraten in der Fastenzeit
an. Die Vorliebe für Heiraten in der Fastenzeit wurden jedoch unabhängig von der poli-
tischen Konjunktur tendenziell von einer auf die nächste Generation weitergegeben,
wodurch sich bestätigt, dass in Spanien die Familie einen anhaltenden Einfluss auf den
Heiratszeitpunkt besaß.
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