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ON HE Nature anp Dieniry o Love. By William of St Thierry.
ON JEsus At Twerve Years Oro. By St Aelred of Rievaulx.
e Scroor, or Serr-Knowience.

Translated from Latin by Geoffrey Webb and Adrian Walker.
(MOWbray’s, Fleur de Lys series; 3s. 6d. cach).

Even today there is far too little good spiritual reading available for
3 People, so much at second or third remove from the sources which
llsu Y rémain either untranslated or in the unreadable style of the last
sener~ These three short works are therefore very welcome. A pas-
age ﬁ:Om the most important, William of St Thierry’s treatise on love,
. lgl‘{e an idea both of his quality of thought and the workmanlike
anslation. He is talking of the beatific vision: .

ané\IOW all living things are flooded with the brightness of the sun,
i each one casts its light upon the others. As we see each other to be
anmg’ hke}mse in the life of beatitude, God will be seen by each in all
by thy all m each one of the blessed, without the Godhead being seen
prese ¢ bodily eye. Rather, the glorified body will show forth the
, Sacl-ance Of: GO(_i by its manifest grace. This shows the value of the
Cretemegts in this life. We can understand hardly anything except con~
sha, doan physical things while we are passing through this world like
We WS, and God binds us to him by means of the sacraments which
Perceive with our senses.” (p. 58.)

The Series m general is labelled ‘devotional’, but as a description of
theolgn? $ writing that is hardly adequate. He stands on equal terms as
WﬂtcrglandWIth any of the great medieval doctors. He is not an easy
Vol and occasional notes would have made this a more useful

¢ The most readily available study of him in English is an

a ; :
hﬁ{;e:cflx to Gilson’s St Bernard: some reference to this might have

thosltlg}lelred s charming meditation on the child Jesus is plainer sailing,

Version Probably more difficult to put into acceptable English. This

Person sl.s generally most successful, though I regret the archaic second

ible gulars and initial capitals to pronouns that stand for God (the
I8 surely the best guide there).

first cgliht;rd volume contains a selection from Cistercian writing in the

isim ll’Y after_St Bermnard. The main part of it is from the Meditatio
of hig t’hg ng attributed to him and certainly an authentic development
effectiye, Xlgl ﬁl The choice is well made, and the translation again

A three
of thig journal volumes can be warmly recommended to readers

LAURENCE BRIGHT, O.P.
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