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This slim, soft covered and unassuming manual on intracranial
written on the subject. Two hundred and three pages of clear text,
richly and beautifully illustrated by Ms.

A Intracranial Aneurysm Surgery:
aneurysm surgeons learning and
mastering their craft. The senior authors e
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and then worked as partners for many p
Southwestern Medical School in Dallas.
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Department of Neurosurgery at

Northwestern University, but the pair

every time they stand at the podium, which is regularly. Their
Texan drawl and wry wit can be heard on every page, but this
benefited from the help of several younger colleagues, including
two “dual-trained” open and endovascular surgeons.

set-up and culture of the operating room itself, loaded with advice
and reminders, including; “...most aneurysm surgeons are
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second edition of the book from Thieme Medical Publishers has
The manual begins with a short but charming chapter on the

familiar with the sudden switch from “Cruise” to “Full Military

406

https://doi.org/10.1017/50317167100051027 Published online by Cambridge University Press

Power”, a potentially critical transition that occurs not infrequently
in aneurysm surgery. When that situation arises, if everyone in the
OR—from orderly to anesthesiologist—has mimicked the
surgeon’s focus throughout the operative procedure, within
seconds of the suction’s change in tune, the OR will be at
maximum efficiency, and the lucky surgeon can then concentrate
on doing his or her thing.”

The chapters that follow succinctly cover each aneurysm
location and operation in an organized fashion tailored to the
anatomical target, commenting on anatomy, the operative plan and
procedure, positioning and proximal control, clip application and
so forth, following a consistent, step-by-step format, but always
ending with several critical “final thoughts”.

The senior authors have long been master aneurysm surgeons
and this book, along with its remarkable illustrations, distills their
enormous and probably unsurpassable surgical experience into a
very readable and friendly manual, filled with gems from cover to
cover.

Endovascular therapy, these days increasingly in the hands of
neurosurgeons, is the present and future of aneurysm repair, but
there still remain a number of intracranial aneurysms and
situations where microsurgery is preferable, so these special
surgical skills are far from obsolete. Diminishing volumes of
intracranial aneurysm operations result in a much longer learning
curve for young surgeons who, rather than learning from their own
inevitable mistakes (unfortunately my mistakes were my best
teacher), might make a habit of quickly reviewing the pertinent
part of this manual, along with its operative diagrams, as part of
their own surgical routine. Five of five stars; get this book!

J. Max Findlay
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada
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