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ment of some faculty or gift, natural perhaps, but supernaturaliseCl

by the way these gifts were used in God's service. _,
St Anthony of Egypt is shown as the saint of Eenunciation; "

Augustine of Hippo as the saint of the Intellect; St- Francis °
Assisi as the saint of Love; St Ignatius of Loyola as the saint o
Will Power; and St Teresa of Avila as the saint of Ecstasy. '^e

writing in these chapters is so incisive that the story of each sain
is utterly engrossing.

Even those whose lives are already familiar to the reader apPe*
in a new light. Their personalities, their holiness is not change
but deepened.

But this book cannot be described—it must be read.
FFIX)RENS

EXTRACTS
LA VIE SPIRITUKLLE in the eyes of many English readers b*s

suffered of late from the virile development of its quarter j
Supplement which seems to have drawn off much talent and poflr \
from the original review. They have been comparing it unfavourab J
with the pre-war Vic Spirituelle. But the April number will " 9 ,
reassured the regular subscribers for it is back to its old stand»r

with outstanding articles by such well known authorities as F®
Congar and Pere Heris. The former writes on the Eucharist a°
the Church of the 'New Alliance'.

In the Eucharist, and very precisely by transubstantiation, *"
essential point of God's plan is realised: our way towards «i
all at once finds its end, for this end is given from above. 1
way was making for this end, but it could not reach it. But no
the end itself becomes our route; God, in Jesus, becomes our *a'a
and our goal; we will enter into the depths of God for God com^-
to us. We bring ourselves to return into the bosom of the Fathe '
and to express this movement we make use of these poor offering
of bread and wine. But then these humble signs of our retu
become by transubstantiation the efficacious signs of that of *
beloved Son—the sacrament of our return. . . .

The Church is founded on this 'passage to the Father'—death, r e S ,
rection and ascension. The Church herself is the Sacrament of
return, a means to the end. Therefore our daily Masses and Co
munions are our daily dying, our daily passage to the Father acco
plished in the Church. >

This article is followed up by a study of the 'Sign of the T»"^
written by a Breton and the whole is rounded off with one of tb°"
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ying theological articles we were accustomed to find in the
sai'lier Vie SpiritueUe on the perfection of charity by Pere Heris.
ibis perfection, which is the goal of the. eucharist and of the Church,
{s only prevented by the sin of love—love against love. So the way
111 Christ is a way of overcoming the multitudinous sins which are
lftteful in the eyes of charity and which are, all of them, in one

fraJr or another loving sins (peche d'amour).

'-The perfection of charity is to love God for himself without any
egotistical return on self. . . . The impulses which the soul feel's
towards God in the midst of the joys of contemplation make it
always fearful lest it form some attachment to the joys themselves.

"Ut this fear and the gradual process of detachment leads to the
spiritual joy, God regarding and objective, rejoicing in the good that
Is God. This is the better part which cannot be taken from the
soul,

The theme may be followed in Vita Christiana (Florence) for
^Pril, where P. Leone Veuthey writes of charity in relation to
Sanetity and the apostolate.

Increate charity :'s God; created charity is the share in inereate
charity dwelling in us: 'The charity of God is poured forth in our
hearts by the Holy Ghost who is given to us'. Charity makes us
Orie thing with God: 'He who is joined to the Lord is one spirit'.

.his life in God must be always overflowing on to others for God
18 constantly supporting all by his love. So the apostolate. . . .
''ftd then we turn to the well-tried wisdom of Fr Gabriel of S. Mary
^gdalen writing in the Italian Carmelite review Rivista di Vita

yPirituale (Rome: April) on the importance of the contemplative
'*e because it springs from this supernatural love of God. Fr

J*ahriel relates the whole structure of contemplation to the 'interior
l_e> and his simple approach should help a great deal towards a

*ider realisation of what contemplation really means.
* * * * •

•^•A. The Religious Sisters of America seem also to be suffering
;r°m the dearth of vocations which has been apparent for some
*'me in Europe. The statistics for 1949 show that there are over
41.000 sisters in U.S.A. and that the total increase was 500. This

nUmber hardly balances the loss in their numbers by death etc.
'A PASSION is one of the latest numbers of Fetes et Saisons (March:

:~lackfriars; Is.) in which the four evangelists' accounts of the
assicm are set out in a day-to-day narrative following each step of
he way to Calvary with clear precision—a remarkable achievement

111 showing popularly' the Passion as a well documented historical
event.
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REVIEW RUI RELIGIOUS (St Mary's Kansas; March). Kr Domin|C

Hughes O.I', takes up the cudgels in favour of Fr (iarrigou Lagrang'"
who .hail previously been attacked by Fr lOllwrd, S.J.; and the
Editors have to explain that we are not bound to follow St Thorn"*1

slavishly, nor are Dominicans always opposed to Jesuits!

LA SAM,E CATECHIST (the American quarterly of the Christ"1"
Brothers) in its spring number has an article of interest on 'Adm1&'
sion Policy' giving statistics of psychological tests in selecting future
pupils for private schools.
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