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must be unusual faithfulness, for it bears all the marks of the meditat'0"
which any one of the author's readers might make for himself: now sp0"'
taneous, now contrived, as when a pattern, for example of the Trim1/'
is seen stamped on so many situations, both natural and supernatural, af
with a clarity which seems almost to belong to private revelation. Ag31"'
any one of us might see similes, might make unqualified statements, stâ *
ments so bald in their affirmations as to be almost scriptural, which v/°^
not explain or require explanation, for we should make them to oursel^'
the association of ideas would be habitual, we should understand what *
meant, but it is at least problematical whether anyone else would.

With such a book, to ask whether a given statement is true or i*1

seems to be asking the wrong question, or at least one would need to kn°
the author intimately to be able to give an answer; as it is, one must J
participate when one can, and leave the rest for someone else. That s°
participation is possible, and at many different levels, is claimed by
translator in his introduction, and there is at least one level, that of hufl1

relationship, where a mind not set in the same key as the author s J*J
make contact with her. Here the thought and the language are very " ^
Martin Buber's; here the private view is, so to say, thrown open, and °
may see that this is, after all, a book written for love. 'Love must au
others to be others; it must accept the proximity of other circles, in W1

others are related, not to it primarily, but to God. It is only by let .
others alone and leaving things to God that one learns that the neig"
one does not know belongs to God, and then the light of real h e l p 0 ^
and true community become possible. It is only when we set our neig"
free, when we recognise and respect his darkness because it is open to
mystery of God, that our reciprocal strangeness is endurable.' (p- 63^

T H E G I F T OF GOD. A Study of Sanctifying Grace in the New TestaO1'
By John Morson, O.C.R. (Mercier Press; 12s. 6d.) .

In the Rule of St Benedict there is a period each day given to ^
divina, or sacred reading, that is the meditative study of the Scrip ^
This book is the product of such meditative reading and it needs _ ^
approached in the same spirit. The author makes use of the West©1 ^
Version of the New Testament, which is closest to the original Gree > ^
he keeps his eye constantly on the Greek text, so that it is a work o ^
scholarship. But it does not require any knowledge of Greek in the ,jy
as the Greek words are always transliterated and their meaning ci ^fl
explained. At the same time it is a work of sound biblical theology- f{ t«
is no attempt to read later meanings into words, but a deliberate eD 0\
catch their exact meaning and so to trace the gradual develop© #
doctrine. The books of the New Testament are studied in their c
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. °'_Cal order, so that the Gospel of St John comes last, and a brief account

8'ven of the date and authorship of each book. Fr Morson relies chiefly
Catholic authorities, but an interesting use is made of Westcott's St Paul

~ Justification and still more of Newman's Lectures on Justification,
•tten when he was an Anglican. The whole book is marked by careful
olarship and sincere thought, though there are inevitably points upon
•ch one would be inclined to disagree with his interpretation. Above all

e Would quarrel with his interpretation of the works of the Law in
*aul,when contrasted with grace, as applying merely to the ceremonial
w. This seems to be an over-simplification of St Paul's thought, which
^ much of its significance. But on the whole it is a book which can be
°mmended to anyone who wants to make a serious study of the doctrine
tfle New Testament in the light of the original and who is prepared for

e Hour of quiet meditative study which it entails.
BEDE GRIFFITHS, O.S.B.

"E S EELENREISE. By Alfons Rosenburg. (Verlag Otto Walter, 1952.)
A l SUR L'EXPERIENCE DE LA MORT, suivi du, PROBLEME DU SUICIDE.

y Paul-Louis Landsberg. (Editions du Seuil.) Translated by Cynthia
°wland; with a foreword by Martin Tarrett-Kerr, C.R. (Rockcliff;

8s- 6d.)

3n . ^ l°ng ago a student told me she believed that the human person is
Uated at death; the reason she gave was that she 'could not imagine

°f tli U W o u ^ ^e 1'ke, otherwise'. When communities had a livelier sense
fro C s u P e r n a t u r a l this was no difficulty—they had rather to be restrained
bn > t 0 ° v ' v id an exercise of their imaginations. Perhaps Alfons Rosen-
toh 1 k W'U stimulate someone to throw up some convincing images
Of , P m y student-friend in her dilemma. His work contains brief accounts
t)a

 e soul's journey after death as envisioned by pagans, Jews, the Gospels,
r|n *' a nd various modern seers, Thomas Bromley, Oberlin, Anna Katha-
thj, rai«erich, Goethe, etc. Accompanied by several striking illustrations,
^ v°lume is full of interesting information and sidelights on the people

^Se bought it discusses.
tlw Pers°n who really faced up to the mystery of death—indeed, he
^'nd k lt t 0 ^ e fundamentally the philosophical problem—was Paul-Louis
°»t f Cr^' ^ PUP'' °^ ^ a x Scheler, and a Catholic, Landsberg was driven
W Germany by the Nazis. In France he used to carry poison around
^he o ' m S° a s t 0 ak 'e t o ^'^ n ' m s e l f 'f e v e r t n e Gestapo captured him.
\ \ tttaPo did capture him, and he eventually died on April 2nd, 1944.
to c

 m e , t W o years before this date he had already overcome the temptation
<j ̂  i>niit suicide, and had thrown away the poison. As he told a friend,
his r

V e "»« the Christ, who has revealed himself to me'. And as he tells
ers> 'You must not kill yourself, because you must not throw your
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